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Mission Statement

The aim of St. Cyprian’s Greek Orthodox Primary Academy is to provide its children with primary educatior
of the highest quality in a supportive learning environment through the National Curriculum in the core
subjects, enriched by the progressive teaching of the Greek language and Christian Orthodox religion.

The children will be equipped with the knowledge, skills and spirituality to enable them to achieve their full
potential and prepare them for transition to secondary education and to contribute positively to the
challenges of a diverse multicultural society.

The term ‘parents’ in this policy also refers to carers.

Introduction and aims of the Foundation Stage

At St. Cyprian's Greek Orthodox Primary Academy the Foundation Stage encompasses Nursery an
Reception aged children. The staff work together as a Foundation Stage team to provide a stimulating an
challenging environment.

We aim to make the transition from pre-school to full time education as smooth as possible and to provid
a secure and caring environment in which children are happy and eager to learn. We believe that youn
children learn best from a curriculum that offers practical play-based learning opportunities, where childre:
are encouraged to investigate and explore experiment, ask questions, and be imaginative and creative.

We value children’s interests and aim to deliver learning through a combination of adult led and chil
initiated play, based on prior experiences and interests of the children. We teach children how to mak:
considered choices in their learning and most importantly, the skills needed to be independent, life lon
learners. We value autonomous learning, so that the children reach their full potential while at the sam:
time setting high attainment targets and making behavioural expectations clear and consistent. We aim ti
support children with special educational needs and to develop a working partnership between home an
school to enable the children to develop in confidence and increasing independence.

The approach and delivery of learning in the Foundation Stage

The curriculum in the Foundation Stage is delivered through an integrated approach. The content is mad
up of seven areas of learning contained within the Early Years Foundation Stage (see below). All aspect
of the curriculum are taught through a combination of whole class sessions, adult and child initiate
learning both inside and outside the setting.

The Curriculum

The curriculum of the Foundation Stage underpins all future learning by supporting, fostering, promotin
and developing children in the following areas:

Personal Social and Emotional Development
Children learn about:
% Self- Confidence and self —~awareness
% Managing feelings and behaviour
% Making relationships
Communication and Language
Children learn about:
% Listening and attention
% Understanding
% Speaking
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Mathematics
Children learn about:
«» Numbers
% Shape, space and measure

Understanding of the World
Children learn about:
X People and Communities
The world
Technology
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Physical Development

Children learn about:
< Moving and handling
< Health and self-care

Expressive Arts and Design

Children learn about:
% Exploring and using media and materials
+ Being imaginative

Literacy

Children learn about:
% Reading
< Writing

The teaching of the Greek language and faith at St. Cyprian’s

All children at St. Cyprian’'s Greek Orthodox Primary Academy receive Greek lessons. In the Foundatiol
Stage this is generally delivered through songs, games, role-play, prayers and stories. The children an
encouraged to use and hear the Greek language at home as this will enormously assist in its successft
acquisition. Prayers are conducted daily in Greek and the children are encouraged to pray before thei
lunchtime meal and before the end of each day. Furthermore, children are taught about cultural events
Saints’ days and other prominent celebrations as they fall within the Greek Orthodox calendar, as well a
follow the Greek Orthodox scheme of work ‘Pistevo’.

Role of parents/carers

Parents and carers are children’s first educators. Foundation Stage education at St. Cyprian's Gree
Orthodox Primary Academy builds upon the experiences children have gained from the home, playgroup/
attended and the community. Therefore, each child will have a range of experiences and abilities and al
understanding of the world unique to themselves. We recognise the role that parents/carers have playec
and their future roles in educating the children. We do this by:

e Talking to parents/carers about their child

e Inviting parents/ carers to an induction meeting at the beginning of term.

e Offering parents/ carers regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress.

e Encouraging parents/carers to talk to the child’s teacher if there are any concerns.
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Assessment

At St. Cyprian’s Greek Orthodox. Primary Academy we make regular assessments of children’s learning
and we use this information to ensure that future planning reflects identified needs. Assessment in th:
Foundation Stage takes the form of observations, taking photographs and talking with children, thi
involves all of the adults within the early years setting.

During the children’s first half term in the reception class, the teacher assesses the ability of each child an
uses this information to inform planning. Every half term Reception teachers track pupils progress usin
the e-profile. At the end of the year the LEA is given a summary of each child’s achievement profile, whicl
is also shared with parents. The child’s next teacher uses the assessment information to make plans fo
the year ahead. Each teacher keeps a ‘Celebration File’ per child and uses this to record examples c
each child’s work.

Transition

At St Cyprian’s Greek Orthodox Primary Academy we recognise that the transition from home to Nursery,
Nursery to Reception, Reception to Key Stage 1, is an important step in a child’s life and it is our intention
to be a positive experience for every child.

We endeavour to provide our children with a smooth transition and to ensure the pace and quality of
learning is increased sensitively through this period, so that the children can continue to make good
progress and develop the skills they need for Key Stage 1.

We provide equality of opportunity and inclusion by:
- providing children and parents with opportunities to share their thoughts and feelings regarding
transition
« where children with Special Educational Needs receive one to one support , the transition will be
handled sensitively to ensure the support continues in Year 1 if appropriate

Management of Pupils’ Needs

Nursery/Reception children
e engage in curriculum activities during the summer term
¢ Reception children join Key Stage One pupils at lunchtimes in the playground
e are familiarised with the position and names of the Reception and Year 1 classrooms during the
summer term
e meet their Year 1 teacher and have an opportunity to look around their classroom in the summer
term

e meet together for a handover meeting to share information about each child and to discuss the
Foundation Stage Profiles, and to highlight children with Special Educational Needs (SEN), who
have been identified as Gifted and/or Talented

e Reception and Year 1 staff liaise closely during the summer term to ensure that the needs of
individual children are fully understood in context and therefore met, within the educational setting o
the classroom and the school

Continuity of Teaching and Learning
e the Year 1 curriculum is now more reflective of the Foundation Stage Curriculum and builds on and
extends the experiences children have had during the Foundation Stage by planning for a variety o
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learning styles, such as role play, and imaginative play, visits and visitors, practical activities
encompassed in a topic-based curriculum

¢ children’s personal and independent learning is encouraged through opportunity to choose
activities and resources, so encouraging their ability to make decisions and own their own work.
This dovetails with the structure of the Early Years and so supports the transition process

Early Years Home Visits

Early Years staff organise home visits in the Summer term prior to children starting school.
Nursery/Reception children are given the opportunity to meet as a class for a period of one hour in the

autumn term prior to their starting dates.
Children’s start dates are staggered to ensure children are given time to familiarise themselves with their

learning environment, staff and peers.

Rules of Responsibilities

The Deputy Head teacher has overall responsibility for the Early Years alongside the Early Years Co-
ordinator, who manages the day to day routine and structures including planning and assessment.

Equal Opportunities in the Foundation Stage

In our school we believe that all children matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve thei
best. We do this by:

Ensuring that the transition between home and school is a happy time thereby enjoying th:
process of learning

Providing equality of opportunity, in a caring, safe and secure environment, in order to ensure th
inclusion of all

Focusing on what children can do rather than what they cannot do as these are the startin
points in their learning

Treating each child as an individual and provide opportunities for his/her all round developmeni
spiritually, socially, emotionally, physically and intellectually

Encouraging and developing attention skills and perseverance, in particular the ability t
concentrate

Developing respect and responsibility for self and others enabling every child to become a happ
and confident learner

Setting realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of all children, so that mos
achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the stage. Some children progress beyond thi
point. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with specie
educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all sociz
and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguisti
backgrounds
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