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1. Our Mission Statement

The aim of St Cyprian’s Greek Orthodox Primary Academy is to provide its children with
primary education of the highest quality in a supportive learning environment through the
National Curriculum in the core subjects, enriched by the progressive teaching of the Greek
Language and Christian Orthodox religion.

The children will be equipped with the knowledge, skills and spirituality to enable them to
achieve their full potential and prepare them for successful transition to secondary education
and to contribute positively to the challenges of a diverse multi-cultural society.

The term ‘parents’ in this policy also refers to carers.

2. Rationale

This policy document sets out the school's aims, principles and strategies for the delivery
of Greek within the Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) entitlement. It gives guidance on
planning, teaching and assessment. This policy is intended to be used in conjunction with
the KS2 Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) Curriculum, the St. Cyprian’s Greek
Language Curriculum and the St. Cyprian’s Skills Knowledge and Progression Map
for Greek Language, which give details of what pupils in each age group will cover. As
we believe in the early acquisition of language, we take elements of the KS2 MFL
curriculum and have devised our curriculum to also cover the Foundation Stage and Key
Stage 1.

3. The significance of Greek

1. The Greek language is historically linked to our school. St. Cyprian’s is the first and
only Greek Orthodox Primary Academy in Great Britain and was established in 2000
under the auspices of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Great Britain. Archbishop
Nikitas, head of the Greek Orthodox Church in Great Britain, is also the spiritual leader of
the Academy.

2. The teaching of Greek is included in the school’'s Mission Statement as part of the
curriculum for all pupils

3. We believe the teaching of Greek has offered a great deal to the formation and
enrichment of other languages, including English. In this context, we believe that the
teaching of Greek will enrich our pupils and facilitate their learning of English, as well as
of other MFL, by developing in them valuable lifelong language learning skills. Skills that
they will be able to access in the future, to learn new languages or to improve their
competence in an existing language. Increased capability in the use of MFL promotes
initiative, confidence and independent learning and encourages diversity within society.

4. Greek provides opportunities for teaching cross-curricular themes:
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Aims

R.E

History

Greek Mythology
Global Citizenship
PSHE

To increase children’s linguistic competence through regular timetabled MFL sessions.

To exploit cultural links and experiences when opportunities arise (e.g. links with Greek
speaking schools). Every year, our Year 6 pupils spend a week in Greece or Cyprus,
together with pupils from local schools. The trip (hosting, food and educational visits) is
funded partly by the Ministry of Education of Cyprus.

To promote positive attitudes towards language learning through a range of learning
activities.

To foster an interest in learning other languages.
Learn a new language in a way that is enjoyable, interactive and fun.

Develop awareness of language structure and to understand that the structure differs
from one language to another.

Build on their speaking and listening skills, responding to and communicating in a new
language.

Use their knowledge of foreign language to express themselves in both speech and
writing.

Acquire firm foundations for further study — at secondary level and beyond.

Objectives

Speaking and Listening

The children will:

Encounter a range of situations, audiences and activities designed to develop
competence, accuracy and confidence in speaking and listening

Develop their oral abilities

Develop listening and comprehension skills through a variety of means to include
both reciprocal and non-reciprocal situations

Be able to express opinions, articulate feelings and formulate appropriate responses
to increasingly complex instructions and questions.
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e Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and
responding.

» Explore the patterns and sound of language through songs and rhymes and link the
spelling, sound and meaning of the words.

e Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; respond to those of others; seek
clarification and help.

» Speak in sentences using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures.
» Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences.
e Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language.

Reading

The children will be given opportunities to:

¢ Read simple stories for enjoyment and to practise vocabulary.

e Read words in order to get familiar with the grapheme-phonic relation and simple stories
to gain awareness of the structure of written Greek.

e Read short texts on a range of topics.
Writing
The children will be given opportunities to:

e Learn to write in Greek, progressing from letters to simple words, and from sentences
to short texts on familiar topics.

¢ Use or adapt language from written models to present their work.

o Write sentences and short texts describing the world around them, express their likes
and dislikes and feelings to aid links with other schools, as and when they arise.

5. Organisation

Greek language lessons take place three times per week for all children in the Foundation
Stage, KS1 and KS2. It is taught by a team of native speaking, Greek teachers who follow
the St. Cyprian’s Greek Curriculum.

A variety of techniques are used to encourage the children to have an active engagement
with the Greek Language, including games, role-play and action songs. Flashcards and
mime, together with interactive white board are used to present new vocabulary, as this
serves to demonstrate the language without the need for translation.

Listening, responding and speaking skills are emphasized initially, and then simple reading
and writing skills, becoming more advanced throughout the Key Stages.
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During Greek Language sessions, children are given the opportunity to work as a class, as
part of a group, in pairs, and as individuals. The choice of class organisation is determined by
the learning task. By its nature MFL will involve lots of interaction with visual, auditory and

kinaesthetic prompts.

Children will participate in school assemblies for all Cypriot and Greek celebration days.

Greek Cultural Enrichment lessons
The Academy has a Greek Enrichment Curriculum which is taught as a separate subject
to Greek Language. See Greek Cultural Enrichment Policy for more details.

6. Planning

Takes place on a termly basis. Plans are monitored by the Co-ordinator for Greek and the
Senior Leadership Team.

7. Scheme of work

Teachers follow the school’s agreed scheme of work. The Curriculum is evaluated at the end
of every school year.

8. Inclusion

All pupils, regardless of race, gender or ability, shall have the opportunity to develop MFL
capability.

9. Assessment, Record Keeping, Reporting

Assessment

Most assessment is formative and is used to support teaching and learning and inform future
planning. As the Greek teachers work through the scheme of work they record their
observations where appropriate and assess the children's progress in Greek based on their
achievement of the learning objectives in lessons. These informal assessments will be used to

identify gifted linguists and those requiring extra support. Staff assess formally on a termly
basis through the school's agreed assessment criteria.

Reporting

At the end of each school year a formal report, regarding pupils’ progress in the Greek
language is passed on to the Class teachers. This is included in the children’s annual report to
parents. Parents meetings take place twice a year.

Marking and Feedback

See marking and feedback policy.
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Greek Certificate Exams

St.Cyprian’s is registered with the Education Office of the Embassy of Greece in London as an
accredited centre for the “Ellinomatheia” exams (the Greek Language Certificate recognised
within the EU). When pupils begin to achieve level 3 they will be given the opportunity to enter
for the “Ellinomatheia” external exams, to be undertaken in school with a familiar teacher.
These qualifications will be included in the information given to receiving secondary schools.

10. Monitoring

Monitoring is carried out by the Headteacher, Deputy Headteacher and the Greek Co-
ordinator and other members of the senior leadership team. This could be in the form of:

Informal discussion with staff and pupils

Observation of Greek displays in class on the Greek display board
Monitoring of Greek planning

Looking at the work in individual learner files and books.

Lesson observation

11. Resources

Greek studies receives a separate budget allocation on a yearly basis. A variety of
resources are available in school. These include children’s reference books, teachers’
resources, books, , interactive computer programs and online platforms, and audio/visual
materials. Resources are allocated to particular year groups to ensure progression and
these are kept in the classrooms. Book resources are sent to the school from Greece and
Cyprus via the respective Education Departments. The Greek department is also using an
on-line teaching platform called ‘Sta Ellinika’ developed by the Greek Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

There is a section in the non-fiction library for read-alone dual language books.
The staff of the department for Greek Language and Culture are responsible for

maintaining resources, monitoring their use and organising storage. Resource purchasing
is in accordance with normal school procedures.
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