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Mission Statement

The aim of St Cyprian’s Greek Orthodox Primary Academy is to provide its children with primary
education of the highest quality in a supportive learning environment through the Primary
Curriculum in core subjects, enriched by the progressive teaching of the Greek Language and
Christian Orthodox Religion. The children will be equipped with the knowledge skills and
spirituality to enable them to achieve their full potential and prepare them for successful transition
to secondary education and to contribute positively to the challenges of a diverse multicultural
society.

The term ‘parents’ in this policy also refers to carers.

Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that staff, parents/carers, governors and other interested

parties are clear about our aims to assist in the development of Speaking and Listening at St
Cyprians Greek Orthodox Primary Academy.

Opportunities for developing speaking and listening skills can be found naturally in all areas of the
curriculum as well as everyday life. Speech is a lifelong skill that children will need daily, so
providing opportunities for speaking and listening within a Academy environment is crucial to its
development.

Aims

- To provide planned opportunities to develop speaking and listening skills.

- For pupils to develop the ability to speak confidently and appropriately in a range of
situations, both formal and informal, in and out of the classroom.

- For pupils to contribute to and participate in a range of drama activities.

- For pupils to be aware of the conventions of spoken Standard English.

Every child matters outcomes

Be Healthy:
- To be mentally and emotionally healthy by having the tools to communicate feelings

clearly to others.

Stay Safe:
- To be safe from bullying and discrimination by increasing self-esteem and having tools to

communicate issues to others.

Enjoy and Achieve:
- To attend and enjoy Academy by providing a framework of activities which promote
speaking and listening, using drama, to engage children in their learning.
- To achieve national educational standards by developing use and acquisition of language
to enable children to communicate ideas, ask questions and order thoughts.
- To achieve personal and social development by being able to communicate with others,
discuss ideas, increase confidence in social speaking situations.

Make a positive contribution:
- To engage in decision making and support the community and environment by having
responsibility for decisions made through the Academy as a result of class discussions
and Academy council meetings.

Speaking and Listening July 2025 1



To develop positive relationships and choose not to bully or discriminate by increasing
communication skills and pupil self-esteem.

Achieve economic well-being:

To Engage in further education, employment or training on leaving Academy through being
confident in communicating with others and working as an effective member of a team.

Teaching and Learning

Reference to Speaking and Listening can be found in the primary curriculum. For the purposes of
teaching and assessing it has been separated in to four strands.

Speaking: Being able to speak clearly and to develop and sustain ideas in discussions.
Listening: Developing active listening strategies and critical skills of analysis.

Group discussion and interaction: Taking different roles in groups, making a range of
contributions and working collaboratively.

Drama: Improvising and working in role, scripting and performing, and responding to
performances.

At St Cyprians we:

Cover the Speaking, Listening, Group discussion and Drama objectives set out in the
primary curriculum, teaching the relevant skills, knowledge and understanding.

Aim to maximise opportunities to develop skills throughout all areas of the curriculum.
Provide opportunities to develop skills in plays, assemblies and out of Academy hours
learning activities.

Opportunities at St Cyprians —in class:

A variety of Drama strategies are used as a starting point, supporting role, and conclusion
for discussions and written work.

Children are often asked to work with a ‘talking partner before feeding back ideas to the
class.

Children work in groups with specific roles to structure and aid discussion.

Circle time is a structured opportunity for children to discuss PSHE issues.

Teaching assistants and support teachers work with focus groups with SEN or EAL to
develop and structure communication.

A range of props are available to promote discussion

Interactive workshops are often used to support all areas of the curriculum.

Academy Council

Opportunities at St Cyprians — Out of class

All classes prepare and perform a whole Academy assembly to parents during the year.
Christmas shows are prepared and performed to the carers and parents.

Year 6 prepare and perform an end of year show to the Academy and parents.

Clubs are available after the end of the Academy day.

Children patrticipate in other assemblies during the year.

Elected Academy councillors attend meetings to share ideas from peers and then
feedback to the class.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

Speaking and Listening July 2025 2



The foundation stage of education is concerned with developing key skills, which include early
communication, literacy and numeracy that prepare young children for Key Stage 1 of the primary
curriculum and ensure that they will continue to flourish throughout their Academy years and
beyond.

In terms of Speaking and Listening, this means that ample opportunities are provided for children
to communicate thoughts, ideas and feelings as well as to build up relationships with adults and
peers. Strategies include taking advantage of each and every opportunity for talking with the
children, modelling language whilst valuing their contribution, however small. Non-verbal
communication is as valuable as spoken language for young children, learning to listen, take
turns, maintain eye contact with the person speaking and responds with the appropriate facial
expressions as these are the building blocks of effective communication. Trust and confidence is
paramount to encouraging young children to speak. Key adults are aware of this and always
listen, initiate turn-take and respect children’s efforts. More sustained listening is encouraged
through story-telling, which forms a major part of our work in the earlier years.

Planning
Speaking and listening experiences are planned in all year groups to include the following

activities. The content of the activities will have cross-curricular links and will meet the children’s
level of development. The activities also provide opportunities for teacher assessment.

Working collaboratively with other adults and children

Circle time, class assemblies, drama, group activities in all areas of the curriculum

Listening in non-reciprocal situations

Story time, assemblies, television programmes, listening to instructions, using listening units,
theatre group visits.

Describing experience, expressing opinions, articulating personal feelings.

Formulating and responding to instructions and questions (Inc. role play)

Circle time, reading book discussion, role-play in role-play areas and with small world figures.

Listening and responding to visual and aural stimuli

Listening to music, watching television or video and responding to the stimuli.

Responses in PE, dance and drama. Art appreciation, discussion about historical artefacts,
geographical and scientific resources, drama.

Listening and responding to stories and poems

Story time, using listening units, group reading with or without an adult, using talking books,

shared reading time, drama.
Discussing work with pupils
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Discussion about cross-curricular material in a variety of groupings
- Individually, class groupings, in pairs, to a wider audience, small groups

Engaging in collaborative planning of activities
Mind mapping for creative writing, topic work etc. Discussions linked to designing models etc.
Collaborative play. PE when working in groups/pairs. Group collaborative work in science, art,

music, etc.
Assemblies, story times and number rhymes.

Giving and receiving explanations, information and instructions: asking and answering

questions
Taking messages, group computer work, , hot seating in drama, and discussion with peers, circle

time discussions, question time, asking questions and answering in sentences, discussion with

peers.
Drama

Planning

Long term planning is broadly based on the yearly teaching programme as set out in the
curriculum programmes of study for key stage 1and Key Stage 2.

Medium term planning is carried out half termly. The main teaching objectives are selected from
the above long term planning. At this point links are made with writing, spelling and reading. At St
Cyprians Greek Orthodox Primary Academy we revisit topics regularly to revise and consolidate
skills and extend them. Every objective in the yearly teaching programme is covered at least
once by the end of the year.

Short term planning is carried out weekly. These plans include learning objectives for the shared
speaking and listening, the whole class work, guided groups, differentiation, as well as resources

to be used.

The short term planning is monitored by the Literacy co-ordinator

CROSS-CURRICULAR LINKS

Speaking and Listening is not taught as a separate skill but every opportunity is taken to use
speaking and listening in every area of the curriculum. We try to identify the speaking and
listening possibilities at the planning stage to include many opportunities that relate to other areas
of the curriculum. We also use speaking and listening as a basis for written work and emphasise
the importance of being able to articulate one’s thoughts (thinking skills programme).

LINKS WITH ICT

ICT is used to develop speaking and listening skills where appropriate — some examples of this
are listening books, interactive whiteboards and group work collecting and presenting data.

ICT should be an integral part of speaking and listening development. Pupils will need to listen to
instructions given in programmes and discuss all activities as well as to work collaboratively on

projects.
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PERSONAL SOCIAL HEALTH EDUCATION AND CITIZENSHIP LINKS WITH SPEAKING
AND LISTENING

There are many opportunities to develop Speaking and listening skills through PSHE

e Working in pairs, small groups and as part of a whole class discussion on books read, help
children’s social development by allowing them the opportunity to share equipment, share
their opinions and to explain their views. It also develops the concept of belonging to a
group.

e Playing speaking and listening games enables pupils to agree and follow rules and to
understand how rules help them.

e We try to provide opportunities for spiritual development whenever possible e.g. by helping
pupils obtain an insight in to the reasons why a book character might have behaved in a
particular way.

e Moral development is developed through various strategies including circle time, persona
dolls, helping pupils to recognise the consequences of a characters actions and by relating
pupils own experiences and feelings to that of a character in a book.

PROBLEM SOLVING AND THINKING SKILLS
Problem solving and thinking skills are principally developed through the speaking and listening
curriculum.

TEACHING METHODS AND APPROACHES
The teaching of speaking and listening at St Cyprians Greek Orthodox Primary Academy
provides opportunities for:

e Paired work

e Whole class teaching

e [ndividual work

e Group work
It is crucial that the teaching of speaking and listening takes place in the context of meaningful
language activities.
Speaking and listening is an integral part of learning covered in all subjects and should be
developed in ways that are appropriate to each subject.
There are circle time discussions where the ground rules are developed to promote effective talk
and attentive listening where all pupils’ contributions are both encouraged and valued.

Drama forms part of the speaking and listening opportunities that will be offered to all pupils. This
will be developed during literacy hour, for class assemblies and Academy performances as well
as to support other areas of the curriculum as needed.

Pupil’'s home language skills will be valued and their pre-Academy language experiences will be
developed.

Adults will be sensitive in supporting pupils’ developing clarity and coherence in their spoken
language.

Planned positive strategies will be employed to build confidence and encourage reluctant
speakers including EAL support and language groups.

The following structured experiences will be provided throughout the key stages:
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o Narrative talk: including listening to stories; telling and retelling stories; listening and
responding to an increasing range of literature; recounting and explaining experiences,
real and imaginary; reporting and summarising; talking about stories; planning and
improving their own story writing.

e Discussion: including planned activities; discussing work; giving options; listening to and
commenting on other people’s views; problem solving across the curriculum; working with
others in a wide range of situations; leading and participating in class discussion.

¢ Exchanging information: including questioning and responding to questions, instructing
and responding to instructions.

e Presenting and performing: including the addressing groups of different sizes,
participating in class assemblies, presenting opinions, ideas and experiences; engaging in
drama and role play; formal presentations; reciting and speaking aloud.

¢ Role play: As an exploratory learning process, as opposed to performance, to explore
ideas, issues, dilemmas; to generate dialogue, empathy with characters and situations etc.
This can include role play with small world figures in dolls houses, duplo etc. in Foundation
stage the role play areas are changed frequently as shown in their planning.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

As a staff we endeavour to maintain an awareness of, and to provide for equal opportunities for
all our pupils in speaking and listening. We aim to take into account cultural background, home
languages, gender and special needs, both in our teaching attitudes and in the published
materials we use with our pupils.

It is the responsibility of each class teacher to ensure that children of both sexes and all cultural
backgrounds should have equal experiences and encouragement. They are all equally entitled to
a broad and balanced programme of activities.

It is recognised that the equality of opportunity will need to be carefully planned for and monitored
during the teaching of speaking and listening.

CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL

LANGUAGE
Staff at St Cyprian’s strive to give all children an equal opportunity to participate in Speaking,

Listening, Group discussion and Drama activities.

Where necessary teachers will, in consultation with the SENCo, draw up an IEP for a child. If a
child’s needs are particularly severe they will work on an individualised programme written in

consultation with the appropriate staff.
When planning, teachers will endeavour to address the child’s needs through simplified or

modified tasks or the use of support staff.
SEN and EAL.
- EAL children may be supported by a Teaching Assistant, or ideas from the SENCowill be
employed by the class teacher.
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- Visual prompts and signs written in the child’s first language may be used to develop
vocabulary and encourage participation.

- Stories and artefacts from various cultures are used to promote discussion.

- Sentence starters, key vocabulary lists, whiteboards and talk partners are all used as a
means of supporting children with SEN.

- Teaching assistants will work with small groups to develop skills with the whole class.

- Specialist staff work with children individually or in small groups to improve children’s skills
and confidence in various situations.

- Reluctant children are assigned different roles within group discussion and are given extra
encouragement from an adult or their peers.

The teacher will need to consider:-

Differentiating to meet individual needs

Offering additional experiences

Adapting equipment to meet needs

Taking in to account of any IHP’s for children on Academy action plus the Special Needs Code of
Practise.

Resources

- Audio recorders are available in some year groups

- Radios are available in all year groups

- A variety of pre-recorded tapes and CD’s are available in year groups

- EYS/KS1 should have a variety of equipment that can be used in a wide variety of role-
play areas.

- Computer hardware and software is available in all year groups and networked computers
and Interactive whiteboards are available within the Academy.

- Television and video/DVD player

- A wide range of books and printed materials e.g. worksheets books

- Other people-pupils, adults in both Academy and the local community

Materials are constantly updated as new and relevant items become available. The literacy co-
ordinator will order new resources after consultation with the staff.

Assessment

Assessments are carried out by class teachers, specialist teachers and teaching assistants
throughout the year.

Health and safety

All activities are carried out accordingly to the Academy’s Health and Safety Policy.
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