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Dear Parents and Carers;

The fine Spring weather can be an inspiration for all of us as we look around and recognise how lucky we are to
live in such a pleasant and temperate place. We have been encouraging the children to notice spring blossom
and new life.

Future plans for 2026/27; fact, rumour and opinion

Plans are now well advanced for our next academic year, and | have been working closely with our Board of
Governors and the Members over the last two weeks to make sure that the high-quality education that your
children receive at St Cyprian’s continues. In the next few weeks, | will share with you all the classes and
teachers for next year.

Several people have approached me and the parent governors around school voicing concerns about the future.
| would like to reassure everyone in our unique community that our school will grow from strength to strength.
Unfortunately, we live in a time when concerns are amplified by rumour and opinion, and then passed around
irresponsibly on social media.

| urge you most strongly to rebuff those in our community who speak negatively about our mission for the
children, and to rely on official messages from school for the truth. Let us instead celebrate the amazing
achievements of our children. Please do keep checking our Instagram account which showcases our children.

I am always at the school gate at the start and the end of the day if you are worried about anything and | am
happy to talk to all parents and carers.

Safeguarding — safe car travel

An area of keeping our children safe that is sometimes overlooked is the grey area of when a child is old enough
to no longer need a car seat. The Government offer clear advice on this issue:
https://www.gov.uk/child-car-seats-the-rules/when-a-child-can-travel-without-a-car-seat

St Cyprian’s Fellowship

If you follow our PTA on Instagram you will note that publicity has begun for our summer fair. We have begun
planning for 3™ July — please note this date in your diary. We are also planning two ‘Mufti’ days for the children
to tie in with themes in school this term. If you can help in any way with our planning, please contact the
Fellowship via the school office.

Year 6 KS2 Testing

Thank-you to the parents of the Year 6 children who attended a briefing on Monday morning about the national
testing. The Year 6 children will be tested from 11% to 14" May. All families should have received the
PowerPoint slides from Ms Clarke-Benson.
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https://www.gov.uk/child-car-seats-the-rules/when-a-child-can-travel-without-a-car-seat

Assemblies

Thank-you to the children of Ithaca class who presented such a lovely assembly this morning. We are inspired to
look to the future.

Next week, 8™ May, will be the turn of Zakynthos Class. Forthcoming assemblies are as follows:

15" May — Santorini Class

22" May — Crete Class

29™ May — Cyprus Class

Lost and Found
A Sainsbury’s Colleague Discount Card has been found at the School Gate. If it belongs to you, please contact the
Headteacher.

Poem of the Week

The poem of the week is a classic poem by W.H. Davies called ‘The Kingfisher’. The Kingfisher is one of our most
beautiful native birds, and can be seen around riverbanks.

https://allpoetry.com/The-Kingfisher

Religious Life of the school

At the start of the week the children learned about the life of St Mark, writer of the first Gospel. St Mark was
close to St Peter and we learned that his Gospel may have been the testimony of Peter himself.

This week is also the feast of St James the Greater, the evangeliser of Spain. The children have been learning
about different religions in their RE lessons, which is a useful way for them to understand their own beliefs more
deeply.

MacMillan Cancer Fundraising
You can still make a donation to my fundraising page:
https://mightyhikesfundraising.macmillan.org.uk/fundraising/fundraising/andrews-fundraising-page535

Stars of the week

Our winners this week are: Kallia in Skiathos Class; Sia in Cyprus Class; Amelia and Sia in Crete Class; Sapphire in
Zakynthos Class; Neo, Sonari, Eric and Serena in Ithaca Class; Folu, Ayeyi, Eliana, Eleora, Maria H, Ilia, Willard and
Kerubele in Samos Class; Gabriel and Mia in Kalymnos Class and Alec and Kiyoné in Tinos Class. Well done to
everyone who has made us proud this week.

Have a peaceful long weekend. Don’t forget that Monday is a Bank Holiday, and that school re-opens on Tuesday
5t May.
Yours faithfully,
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A.J. McDonald
Headteacher
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