ITANTA IZXYQ EN TQ ENAYNAMOYNTI ME

XPIZTQ INA APIZTEYQ ST CYP RI AN ) S @

I AM STRONG THROUGH JESUS CHRIST

TO & THE BEST THAT | CAN BE GREEK ORTHODOX PRIMARY ACADEMY
Headteacher: Mr Andrew McDonald CO-EDUCATIONAL SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AGED -11
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Angelina Adrien AKagn Hla AYLOQ KUTEQL(XVOQ

SPRINGFIELD ROAD, THORNTON HEATH, SURREY, CR7 8DZ Tel: 020 8771 5425
e-mail: office@st-cyprians.croydon.sch.uk website: www.stcypriansprimaryacademy.co.uk

Newsletter 5
Friday 3™ October 2025

Dear Parents and Carers;

We began this week, as we end September and move into October, with the children thinking about the passage
of the seasons in their weekly prayer and reflection. In Monday’s assembly | shared the immortal words of John
Keats, (‘Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’) and the French writer Albert Camus, ‘Autumn is a second
spring when every leaf is a flower’.

Our Patron Saint, St Cyprian

Yesterday was a special day in the religious life of the school. Together with Reverend Father Georgios Christidis
we celebrated the life of our Patron Saint and received blessings for the children, the staff and the school.

Many thanks to the children who contributed drama, art and writing to our assembly; and for the hard work of
Ms Tsiama who co-ordinated events. We welcomed Ms Papapericleous who spoke to the children about the
importance of Wednesday, which was Cypriot Independence Day.

At the end of his beautiful liturgy, we thanked Father George and asked the children to pray for him and for all
priests so that they have the strength to continue their vital work.

| learned yesterday that in Cyprus, our previous Headteacher Mrs Baron who is now a Trustee of the school, lit a
candle for us all and prayed for our work in school.

Thank-you to everyone who was involved and made our Feast Day special. We have shared some images on our
Instagram page.

Kalymnos Class Assembly
Thank-you to the children of Kalymnos class who presented such an interesting assembly this morning. | was
really interesting to learn about the island and see such great dancing. Well done to all.

Safeguarding — more mobile phone and tablet reminders

Once again this week there have been some concerns raised about problems that children have faced when
communicating with each other out of school hours. In school we spend a lot of time talking to the children and
trying to equip with the knowledge to make sensible decisions. However, without the supervision and support
from parents, the children can be open to all manner of dangers.

It is vital that parents know what children are using to communicate, oversee it properly, and offer advice. Our
children can be damaged just as quickly by social media as they can by the dangers of people they meet in
person.

Health and Safety
If you would like to include grapes in your child’s packed lunch, please cut them in half. Whole grapes are a
choking hazard for children.
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Class Assemblies — advance notice for parents
A further reminder of these upcoming dates:
Assemblies begin at 9.00am.

10" October  Tinos Class

17" October  Ydra Class

The religious life of the school

As part of our commitment to allow children to fully understand faith and practice, we are planning to take them
into the special churches in our area. | have been in contact with several and we hope that when the children
visit, they can write about their experiences and record their understanding through art as well.

Curriculum

Well done to the children of Ydra class who have designed and made a water filter as part of their science
learning. It was fascinating practical work and they have learned so much about different materials and their
properties.

Spotlight

Congratulations to Charlotte, Lyncoln, Zion.T, Leo and Trinity from Cyprus Class. They produced some fantastic
sentences to create their own story ending to the current class reader 'Puffin Peter'. The endings were exciting
and imaginative, and the children worked hard to ensure that their sentences included capital letters, finger
spaces and full stops. They were also super brave and read their endings to the nursery and reception children!
Well done all.

Open Day
Please don’t forget to help us to promote our next Open Day which will take place on Wednesday 22" October
2025. Try to talk about our school to as many people as you can.

| wish you a peaceful weekend.
Yours faithfully,

%AMM)%AM_.—_—

Andrew McDonald
Headteacher



tperation
ncompass

Our school participates in a national scheme called ‘Operation Encompass’ which is a joint partnership between

Metropolitan Police and schools.

One of the principles of Operation Encompass is that all incidents of domestic abuse are shared with schools, not
just those where an offence can be identified. This system has been established to help schools provide inrschool
support to children who have been present at, exposed to or involved in any domestic abuse incident.

We know that children can be significantly harmed, physically and/or emotionally, during these situations, and
that it also negatively affects their learning and behaviour. Therefore, as part of the Operation Encompass
procedure, and to help mitigate the resulting negative impact, the school receives a notification the morning
after a child has been witness to, or involved in, any reported domestic abuse incident. We are then able to use
this information to provide the right support to any child and their family as and when it is needed. Itis also
important to speak to a member of the safeguarding team if there has been a police incident, so that we are able

to offer support to your family.



