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Friday 5™ September 2025

Dear Parents and Carers;

Welcome back to St Cyprian’s at the start of a new academic year. It is an exciting time for the children and |
have been so impressed by the calm and mature way that they have completed their first three days in school.
After six weeks of holiday, it can take quite a lot of getting used to. | extend a very warm welcome to our new
starters in Nursery and Reception, and of course our new teachers Mrs Rowe and Miss Hooker.

On a personal note, | would like to say thank-you for the warm welcome that | have received since starting my
role in serving you all as the new Headteacher.

It is my intention to write to parents each Friday with a newsletter that informs you of events and celebrates the
successes of your children. What you read will change over time according to need, and | hope it will achieve its
purpose in making you feel connected to the school and knowledgeable about the activities of your children.

School uniform

Thank-you for all your efforts. The children all look so smart at the moment. We all understand that the prestige
of the school can be reflected in how smart our children look. Please make sure now that everyone is back in a
routine that all items are clearly labelled. The wild and windy weather on Wednesday took everyone by surprise
and some children did not have coats.

There is still a large amount of lost property to be collected, please speak to our caretakers Mr Kourmouzis and
Mr Rigby who will help and direct you.

Safeguarding Information

Every adult has a role to play in keeping our children safe. All professionals in the school received their
Safeguarding training at the start of the week. The NSPCC has a very well-resourced website containing lots of
answers for each part of our children’s lives. Our recommended starting point this week is the page that offers
support for parents:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/

With this newsletter today is another attachment that shows you who to contact if you have a concern. Please
save it and keep it for reference.

Drop-off and collection of children

At the start of the academic year everyone is getting used to new routines. Please make sure that you introduce
yourself to your child’s new teacher. It's important from a safeguarding point of view that we know who is
collecting your child. If it is a family friend or childminder, please ask him or her to introduce him/herself to the
teacher as well. If you are challenged by an adult, please don’t feel that this is an imposition. It is a duty of care
for us to make sure that we know who is caring for your child.
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https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/

The religious life of the school

The teachers began our school year with two days of training and preparation. A key element to our preparation
was to meet together and reflect on our vocations. Every professional in the school has an important part to play
in the education of your children.

We have taken inspiration from the words of John Henry Newman, who is recognised as a saint in the Catholic
Church and has some wisdom to share with all of us as educators:

God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed some work to me which He has not
committed to another. | have my mission.

In preparation for taking up my role as Headteacher, last Friday | attended The Divine Liturgy at St Sophia’s
Cathedral of the Divine Wisdom in Bayswater. As you may well be aware this is the main church for the Greek
Orthodox Faith in the country. Our school will be looking to further our connection not just with the parish
church in Crystal Palace but also this special place in central London.

On Wednesday morning the children came together for our first assembly and prayers for the new academic
year. We discussed the importance of learning to pray together.

The final point of note is that Monday 8" September is an important feast. It is known as The Feast of the
Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary.

Your birth, O Theotokos, brought joy to the whole world,

for from you dawned the sun of righteousness, Christ our God.
Freeing us from the curse, He gave us His blessings.
Abolishing death, He granted us eternal life.

(Apolytikion of Nativity of the Theotokos)

If you would like to find out more about this feast and the other upcoming celebrations, a recommended first
place is the website of the Archdiocese of the Greek Orthodox Church in America, which has a wealth of
resources:

https://www.goarch.org/nativity-theotokos

| wish you a peaceful weekend.
Yours faithfully,
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Andrew McDonald
Headteacher
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