ITANTA IZXYQ EN TQ ENAYNAMOYNTI ME

XPIZTQ INA APIZTEYQ ST CYP RI AN ) S @

I AM STRONG THROUGH JESUS CHRIST

TO & THE BEST THAT | CAN BE GREEK ORTHODOX PRIMARY ACADEMY
Headteacher: Mr Andrew McDonald CO-EDUCATIONAL SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AGED -11
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Angelina Adrien AKagn Hla AYIOQ KUE[)IOWOQ

SPRINGFIELD ROAD, THORNTON HEATH, SURREY, CR7 8DZ Tel: 020 8771 5425
e-mail: office@st-cyprians.croydon.sch.uk website: www.stcypriansprimaryacademy.co.uk

Newsletter 9
Friday 7" November 2025

Dear Parents and Carers;

Welcome back. We had expected the return to school in November to be accompanied by an icy blast, but the
weather this week has been unseasonally mild. However, now is the time to prepare for the winter and to make
sure that your child has a warm coat and hat and gloves. It is crucial that every item is labelled, please.

School Council

On Monday our School Council met again, with many of the more vocal contributions and ideas coming from our
younger members! The children have been learning about democracy and have voted on several initiatives. At
the meeting this week they have nominated their charity for the school to support this month, and have sent
invitations to some of their honorary members to attend a meeting.

Charity Appeal — Relief for Jamaica

As you will all have seen last week, the people of Jamaica are still suffering from the after-effects of Hurricane
Melissa, which devasted the island last Friday. Our School Council have asked that the school community make
donations and try to support those still in need.

You can do this in the following ways:

1. By making a donation via the link in our Arbor App

2. By visiting Red Cross Jamaica and clicking the ‘Donate’ tab at the top of the page and following the
instructions

https://www.jamaicaredcross.org/donate/

3. In person donations: Kingsley Shipping Services Ltd. Address: Unit 3,214 Purley Way, Croydon, CRO 4XG
Contact 020 8689 6622.

4. Croydon BME Forum & Windrush Generation Legacy Association (only Saturdays 9am-6pm) Address: 56A
Mitcham Road, Croydon, CRO 3RG Contact 020 8684 3719

Safeguarding

This week there has been lots of focus in the media about the impact that Al is having on children and their
ability to discern what is true and what is fabricated information. The support site Internet Matters have
produced a report into growing concerns:
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/research/impact-online-news-childrens-wellbeing/

It is important that we think about how children are engaging and that we act to protect them from dangers.
The following link from the NSPCC relating to social media is very helpful to parents and it is recommended that
you read it:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/
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Greek workshop

Next Wednesday a number of our children will be engaged in a special workshop. The workshop is titled ‘How to
trap a Goblin’ is a creative theatre-pedagogical project that combines storytelling, performance, and playful
interaction. It introduces children to elements of Cypriot folklore through the mischievous goblin character,
while at the same time encouraging teamwork, imagination, and problem-solving. The workshop provides a fun
yet meaningful experience, helping pupils explore culture and creativity in an accessible way.

The end result of the workshop is that students are going to prepare their own dough or pasta to take home to
cook.

Individual and family photographs
The children all looked very smart on Monday and Tuesday. Please look out for an email from Tempest
Photography in the near future which will allow you to order prints.

Class Assembly — Samos Class
Thank-you to the children of Samos Class who shared such a fascinating assembly with us on Thursday morning.
They sang, danced and presented so well.

Class Assemblies — advance notice for parents
Please put these dates in your diary:
Assemblies begin at 9.00am.

14" November Ithaca Class
21°* November Zakynthos Class
28™ November Crete Class

5% December Santorini Class

Our Greek superstars

You will remember that some of our children were on the radio recently. In case you missed it, here are the links
from Mrs Papapericleous. Well done everyone.

LGR Broadcast 12/10/25

https://kea.schools.ac.cy/data/uploads/LGR/2025-26/ekpompi 12-10-25.mp3

LGR Broadcast 19/10/25
https://kea.schools.ac.cy/data/uploads/LGR/2025-26/ekpompi 19-10-25.mp3

The religious life of the school

When we came together as a school this week we talked about the importance of remembrance in the month of
November, and the national ceremonies that honour the sacrifices made in war. The children will have a variety
of different areas of focus for their prayer.

Today the children from Year 2 visited St Paul’s Cathedral as part of their learning about places of worship. They
will be taking their learning from this visit to compare when they visit Orthodox churches in the area. As part of
our programme of enrichment, it is our aim that every child visit St Constantine & St Helen this term, and that
some children have the opportunity to visit other churches in London.

Last week | had the pleasure of visiting Father Christodoulos Christodoulou at St Nectarios in Battersea. We had
a productive conversation and will be exploring the possibility of some children visiting the Battersea Church.
Tomorrow, 8" November, is the Feast of the Archangels Michael and Gabriel. This will be the focus when we
come back together on Monday.
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November is a month of remembering the sacrifices made by the armed forces in times of war. We will be
marking this on 11 November with a two minute silence.

Additionally, we have a Book of Remembrance in the school hall in which the names of our family and friends
who are deceased can be written. If you would like the name of a loved one entered, please send it either with

your child of to the school office.

Yours faithfully,

%AMW%M_.,—

Andrew McDonald
Headteacher



