ITANTA IZXYQ EN TQ ENAYNAMOYNTI ME

XPIZTQ INA APIZTEYQ ST CYP RI AN ) S @

I AM STRONG THROUGH JESUS CHRIST

TO & THE BEST THAT | CAN BE GREEK ORTHODOX PRIMARY ACADEMY
Headteacher: Mr Andrew McDonald CO-EDUCATIONAL SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AGED -11
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Angelina Adrien AKagn Hla AYLOQ KUTEQL(XVOQ

SPRINGFIELD ROAD, THORNTON HEATH, SURREY, CR7 8DZ Tel: 020 8771 5425
e-mail: office@st-cyprians.croydon.sch.uk website: www.stcypriansprimaryacademy.co.uk

Newsletter 6
Friday 10* October 2025

Dear Parents and Carers;

It has been an interesting week in the cultural life of the school and later in this newsletter | will signpost to you
some of the great progress that the children have been making in Greek language and your opportunities to
hear it first-hand.

Parent Consultation Meetings — 13" & 14" October

Parent consultation meetings take place next Monday and Tuesday afternoon. Bookings have been made
through our school Arbor app. If you need any further help with this please ask at the school office. | look
forward to welcoming you and meeting many of you for the first time. All interviews with teachers will take
place in the School Hall.

Important reminder: Secondary School applications for Year 6 children

Please do not forget that if you are the parent of a child in Year 6, the deadline is fast approaching for Secondary
Schools applications. All applications must be made by 31t October, which is in the half term holiday. Late
applications are processed after all the other children in the Borough.
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools/school-admissions/admissions-secondary-schools-
university-technical-colleges-and-studio-schools/step-by-step/apply-secondary-school-place-step-step

Arbor App

Please make sure that you have added the Arbor App to your device and signed in. This is a really useful tool
for communication with parents. If you would like some help to do this, please ask the office staff who are
happy to help.

Tinos Class Assembly

Thank-you to the children of Tinos class. It was a pleasure to learn about the island after which your class is
named, and lots of fun to see your Greek dance at the end of the assembly. Thanks go to your class teacher and
Miss Marilena for preparing you so well.

Safeguarding — travel to and from school

We are fortunate in school to have lots of space to accommodate all parents on site at the start, and lost
importantly the end of the day. The exit gates are monitored carefully and class teachers are instructed to
ascertain the identity of adults collecting children. Please do not be offended if you are challenged when
collecting a child: it is a safety measure. You can do your bit by informing the school office if other family
members will be collecting. Also, parents of children in Year 6 sometimes leave the instruction that children may
travel home on their own. Please make sure that the school is aware of this if it is your intention.
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Important Safeguarding Notice: Children’s “Spy” Books
We want to make you aware of a recent issue affecting some popular children’s books by Andrew Cope,
including the Spy Dogs, Spy Cats, and Spy Pups series.
Some editions of these books include a printed web address at the back. This link used to go to the author’s
website, but the domain is no longer under his control. It has since been taken over by another party and now
leads to inappropriate adult content.
The publisher, Puffin, has paused sales and distribution of the books and is working with schools, libraries, and
retailers to remove copies from circulation. They have stressed that the website has no connection to the author
or publisher.
What this means for you:
e If your child has any Spy Dog, Spy Cat or Spy Pups books at home, please check the back for website links
and make sure they do not try to visit the site.
e Itis safe for children to continue reading the stories themselves — the concern is only with the outdated
link.
o We recommend talking with your child about the importance of not following web addresses in books
without checking with an adult first.

Punctuality — end of the day

Whilst most children arrive at school on time in the morning, it is noticeable how many children are collected
late at the end of the day. The end of school is 3.30pm. Please make sure you are here on time. Late collection
can lead to distress on the part of the children. The school has imposed fines on persistent offenders in the past.

Class Assemblies — advance notice for parents
A further reminder of these upcoming dates:
Assemblies begin at 9.00am.

17" October Ydra Class

7t November Samos Class
14" November Ithaca Class
21°* November Zakynthos Class
28™ November Crete Class

5% December Santorini Class
Curriculum

Well done to the children of Samos class. | was fortunate to be able to share a Greek lesson with them this week
and | was so impressed with the depth of their knowledge and how they worked together to learn. Their
language is so far ahead of mine, as | have only been learning since August. Thanks to Ms Marilena
Papapericleous for her inspired teaching.

The year five children are going to be on the radio! Tune in to London Greek Radio (LGR) this Sunday 12* and
next Sunday 19" at 10am to hear the children speaking. The frequency for FM radio is 103.3.

Please follow the link for the radio website for how to listen:

www.lgr.co.uk

Spotlight
Congratulations to Amelia in Year 2 who wrote a beautiful piece of creative writing about autumn and winter. It
was shared on the school’s Instagram account and is worth a read.


http://www.lgr.co.uk/

Open Day
Please don’t forget to help us to promote our next Open Day which will take place on Wednesday 22" October
2025. Try to talk about our school to as many people as you can.

Photographs

This is advanced notice and will be repeated so that parents have the opportunity to make preparations. The
first day back after our half-term holiday, Monday 3™ November, will be the day that individual photos of the
children are taken. Please add it to your diaries and calendars now! Tuesday 4™ November will be the day for
family photos with siblings.

The religious life of the school

The focus of the assembly at the start of the week was the martyr St Sergios. This saint, along with St Bacchus,
was an early example of devotion to and refusal to deny the faith. The children listened to his story and reflected
on the importance of bearing witness in difficult times, and the value of true friendship.

| wish you a peaceful weekend.
Yours faithfully,
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Andrew McDonald
Headteacher



