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Dear Parents and Carers;

To hear the children singing in school is full of joy and brings light to us all. Please try to join us next Friday at
9am for songs around the Christmas Tree.

Our preparations in the short, cold days of December all lead towards the light. As this time of year in particular |
am reminded of the painting by William Holman Hunt called ‘The Light of the World’. | hope it can be your focus
at this time of year too. The link explains a little more:
https://www.stpauls.co.uk/light-of-world-by-william-holman-hunt

Parking

We have received this message from our local police officer, PSCO Hayden Edwards:

We have received reports from local residents that vehicles are being parked on solid yellow lines and on the
School Keep Clear markings outside the school during drop-off and pick-up times.

Parking on yellow lines during restricted hours, and stopping on School Keep Clear lines where regulatory signs
are in place, is an offence under the Highway Code and associated traffic regulations. These rules are essential to
maintain visibility and ensure the safety of pupils and other road users.

| urge you most strongly to heed this advice and consider the safety of all children when you are dropping off or
collecting your child.

Croydon HAF Programme

At this time of year, the financial burden on families can be difficult. Thousands of Croydon children who are
eligible for and claiming benefits-related free school meals can now also have free activity clubs with healthy
meals over the school holidays. If you think you are eligible, please follow the link below to find out more:
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/holiday-activities-and-food

Safeguarding — YouTube, social media, and the rules

A responsibility for parents is to closely monitor the use of online platforms by their children. This messaging is
continuing from us in school. Some examples of inadequate supervision at home recently have led to situations
that could have put children in danger. YouTube can present particular problems, such is the desire to copy the
people that the children see in the media.

It has been interesting this week to read about the bold move from the government of Australia to ban social
media for all people under the age of sixteen.

Please take time to check the links to specific hubs to support parents:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/

e -e- STARS
*KK, ATHL COMMUNTY PROJECT a . o i

Ofsted A STARS Schaot 209120 & Registered Company () Rtk |
Good s 08085808 <

Provider

©

[ 3] eualiTy mark [ 3]


https://www.stpauls.co.uk/light-of-world-by-william-holman-hunt
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/holiday-activities-and-food
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/

Christmas Cookies

The children had lots of fun this week making cookies. This activity was organised by our small but growing band
of PTA members. The children really got a lot from the experience. Many thanks to the volunteers who gave up
their time to make this a success.

Poem of the Week

The poem of the week is ‘Don’t’ by Michael Rosen. This is such a fun poem that demonstrates the silly things
that we as adults sometimes ask children to do. When we shared it in assembly the children howled with
laughter. The link comes from a poster from a previous poetry day.
https://www.poetryireland.ie/content/files/SchoolPoster DontPutMustard.pdf

The religious life of the school

This Tuesday, 9" December, was an important feast in the life of the Church. On this day we mark The
Conception by St. Anna of the Most Holy Theotokos. In our Monday assembly we gave thanks for the example
of St Anna, who never doubted in God.

Kontakion of Conception of the Theotokos — Fourth Tone

Today the world rejoices in the conception of Anna, wrought by God. For she bore the One who beyond
comprehension conceived the Logos.

It was a joy to know that our visits to Church continue to deepen understanding for the children. This week it
was the turn of the Year 6 children to attend.

We were delighted to learn yesterday that His Eminence the Archbishop met His Majesty the King at
Westminster Abbey on Wednesday. He continues to elevate the voice of Orthodox Christianity in the UK with
respect and dignity. His Eminence presented the King with a beautiful icon. You can read about this in The
Orthodox Times, click the link below:
https://orthodoxtimes.com/archbishop-of-thyateira-offers-king-charles-an-icon-of-christ/

| wish you a peaceful weekend away from the bustle of Christmas preparations.
Yours faithfully,
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Andrew McDonald
Headteacher
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