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Newsletter 4
Friday 26™ September 2025

Dear Parents and Carers;

We have had a busy week in school with our first educational visit, and sporting activities continuing. This week
we also shared important information with parents of Year 6 children about planning for Secondary School.

Science Museum

On Wednesday | was delighted to be able to accompany our Year 6 children to the Science Museum in South
Kensington. The displays greatly enriched the children’s understanding of space and the planets. An important
part of life learning was the way that the children negotiated bus, train and underground and dealing with the
general public. We can all be very proud of the children who learned a lot from the day and behaved so well.
Some photos from the museum were shared on Instagram.

A message from the Governing Board

Last evening, Thursday 25" September, was the first meeting of the Governing Board for this academic year. |
am delighted to be able to announce to you that Mr Peter Papanastasiou has been elected Chair of Governors
for this academic year, and Mrs Aredi Christou has been elected as the Vice Chair. The Governing Board has
asked me to pass on to all of you their best wishes for this academic year and they will be sharing frequent
updates with you of the progress that the school is making in all areas.

Should you ever wish to contact the Governing Board, you can do so by writing to them via the School Office.

Safeguarding — which documents do professionals use?

Parents and carers are aware of the large amount of work that goes on behind the scenes in terms of training to
safeguard children. Fewer are aware of the main document that all colleagues in school use to do this. It is called
‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ and is updated annually in September. The shorthand for this long
document is ‘KCSIE’ and it is a valuable guide for good practice. If you would like to find out more, please speak
to any adult in the school who will be able to talk to you about it.

What do | do if | find myself in dispute with another parent?

Whilst the great majority of parents get along fine together and enjoy comparing notes at the school gate, from
time to time in points of stress these friendships can become difficult. If you have a disagreement with a parent
about something that has happened in school, please do not contact them directly. Instead, we ask that you
always share the details with your child’s class teacher to deal with. The best way of diffusing emotions is to
bring the problem to the school.

Class Assemblies — advance notice for parents
A further reminder of these upcoming dates:
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Assemblies begin at 9.00am.
3" October Kalymnos Class
10" October  Tinos Class

17% October  Ydra Class

St Cyprian’s Day — Thursday 2" October
Don’t forget that Reverend Georgios Christidis will be in school on Thursday 2" October to celebrate St Cyprian’s
Day. Parents are welcome to join us at 9am.

The religious life of the school

This week the children learned about the life of St Thekla, also known as Theklas and Thecla. She was the first
woman martyr in the Church, and a faithful supporter of St Paul and St Barnabas. The children were asked to
find out about other women saints in the Church and the important role that they have played in spreading the
word of God.

It was a privilege to be present at the Divine Liturgy at St Constantine and St Helen last Sunday morning. | was
thankful to Father George who allowed me some time at the end to speak to the congregation about the great
work going on in our school.

Open Day
Please don’t forget to help us to promote our next Open Day which will take place on Wednesday 22" October
2025. Try to talk about our school to as many people as you can.

Pupil numbers

My final message to you this week is to reassure you about the position of the school and to address several
worries that | have received from parents about the school’s future. The school is in a sound financial position
and with the support of the Governing Board we are working to address the falling roll (number of children in
the school). This is a challenge in a time of demographic change in Croydon, but please be reassured that there is
an excellent and skilled team working in the school to address this. The future of our wonderful school that
holds such a special place in your lives is secure.

| wish you a peaceful weekend.
Yours faithfully,
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Andrew McDonald
Headteacher



