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Dear Parents and Carers;

We have had an interesting week in school during which we have welcomed some important visitors, and had
the chance to reflect on some of the great learning that takes place.

High Commission of Cyprus in the UK - cultural life of the school

On Monday we were honoured to receive a visit from Mrs Maria Loi and Dr Georgia Pasiaridis, who work for the
High Commission of Cyprus from whom funding and support is received for our Greek Language and Culture
lessons.

We are very fortunate to continue to receive support from the High Commission and it was a pleasure to
welcome esteemed guests to the school for them to see first-hand the amazing learning that takes place

Safeguarding — the lonely parts of being a mum or dad

Lots of our focus in safeguarding is on our children, and quite rightly. The professionals in the school, in
partnership with parents and carers, work hard to make sure that the children are cared for and loved.
However, what about you? We know that with busy lives, the responsibility of being a parent can feel very
lonely at times. The NSPCC has some reassurances and if you are finding things a challenge clicking the link is
worth ten minutes of your time:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/parent-feeling-lonely/

Christmas preparations

Several parents have asked for details of how the school will be celebrating Christmas as a community. We have
a very small but very committed group of parents who are working hard behind the scenes at the moment to
make this happen. The first thing that everyone was able to support was our Mufti Day today, which brought in
vital funds. Thank-you to everyone who took part and the cash donations that they brought in. You will have
received a letter from our school office on Wednesday outlining the upcoming events.

Class Assemblies — information for parents
The children are now making preparations for Christmas, so class assemblies will recommence in the spring
term. It is a pleasure to hear some Christmas Carols being practised in classrooms.

Poem of the Week

The poem of the week is a jolly little poem by Alfred Noyes, who was better known for more serious writing. It is
suitable for all children to have read to them, and can be read alone by Year 2 and older. Please enjoy it with
your child.

https://allpoetry.com/Daddy-Fell-into-the-Pond
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The religious life of the school

On Monday in our assembly the children learned about the Entrance of the Theotokos or The Presentation. We
shared icons about his important event in the life of Mary, Mother of our Saviour, and learned some more about
her parents Joachim and Anna. The feast fell on the preceding Friday, 21 November. Church tradition asserts
that after being presented at the Temple at the age of about three, Mary stayed there until reaching her
maidenhood and being betrothed to Joseph.

Kontakion of Entry of the Theotokos

Fourth Tone

Today, the most pure temple of the Savior, the precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the sacred treasure of God,
enters the house of the Lord, bringing the grace of the Divine Spirit. The Angels of God praise her. She is the
heavenly tabernacle.

| was delighted that the children from Year 3 were able to visit St Constantine and St Helen this week. Once
again, it is important to thank Father George and his team for the lovely welcome. | hope to be able to join
parents and parishioners this Sunday coming for the Feast of St Andrew, my namesake.

Our November remembrance is drawing to a close. The Book of Remembrance, a new initiative this year, will be
kept safe and re-used next year.

| wish you a peaceful weekend.
Yours faithfully,
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Andrew McDonald
Headteacher



