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Dear Parents and Carers;
We have had an exciting week in school, and despite the poor weather the children have been able to enjoy the
fresh air on occasion.

Assemblies

Today we were privileged to take part in Greek Language Day, which was a great success. | am sure that all of

you who were able to attend were impressed by the children’s language learning. It was wonderful to hear the

older children talking about their lives in Greek, and to hear the words of Odysseas Elytis, the Poet Laureate,

shared by our Year 5 students. The joy for language that Ms Papapericleous and her colleagues have imparted to

the children is really clear. We thank them and Ms Tsiama for their hard work preparing this joyous event.
—

Number Day
Today was also ‘Number Day’ — part of our Maths activities. It was fun to see the children dressed in their
favoured numbers. During the day there is a range of number-based activities planned.

Further assemblies are:

11t February — Santorini Class

13 February — Crete Class

6™ March — Ydra Class

13" March — Samos Class

20" March — Greek Independence Day — all parents welcome

Safeguarding — conduct at the school gate

It is important to remember that if your child has a problem with another student in school, it must be brought
to the attention of professionals in school and not be raised with children or other parents at drop-off or
collection time. It is sometimes difficult to do this, especially if your child is emotional. However, we share a
responsibility for keeping all the children happy and safe, and it can cause distress to be challenged by an
unknown adult.

Please consider this advice because | will take action if incidents continue of parents taking matters into their
own hands whilst on site or in the immediate vicinity of the school.
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Playground

This week the decision was taken, after careful consideration, to review where children play when they are
outside. We are currently trialling a new system where all children play together in the same playground, instead
of being separated out into Infants and Juniors. Whilst space is a consideration, this trial is taking place to
understand if closer supervision helps the children to interact and play.

The situation is being reviewed frequently and we will report back to parents again once the trial period is
complete. We are also canvassing the opinions of children and this will have an impact on any further changes.
The changes are not permanent and we will be listening to the views of all.

Chinese arts and crafts

On Wednesday the children thoroughly enjoyed a workshop which helped them to explore Chinese art. They
said some simple phrases and learned basic calligraphy. It is important for the children to learn about the artistic
traditions of nations outside of Europe. | saw some beautiful pieces of art going home to parents.

Poem of the Week

The poem of the week this week is by Charles Causley. It contains interesting repetition that the children can
understand and enjoy.

https://allpoetry.com/I-Saw-A-Jolly-Hunter

Mental Health Week

Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week.

On Monday the children will be making a happiness jar. Please try to find a jar and clean and dry it, and send
your child to school with it wrapped in a bag.

On Wellbeing Wednesday, the children will be enjoying more formal learning to enjoy various wellbeing
activities.

There is a special assembly on Thursday on the theme of wellbeing.

Friday is Mufti Day with the theme ‘Dress to Express.’” Children are encouraged to wear clothes that reflect their
personalities, interests, or what makes them feel happy and confident.

The religious life of the school

Last week was the important feast of the Three Hierarchs. We were honoured that Father George was able to
visit the school to celebrate the feast and to talk to the children about its significance. Our priests play a vital
role in the education of our children. Please remember Father George and the clergy in your prayers as they
continue their mission.

| wish you a restful weekend.
Yours faithfully,
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A.J. McDonald
Headteacher
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