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Newsletter 16 

Friday 9th January 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers; 
Happy New Year! It was a joy to see all the children return safe and well to school on Tuesday, and talking to 
many of them it is clear that Santa Claus obviously visited on time. I hope that you had happy family time 
together this Christmas.  
 
2026 
In our assembly on Tuesday we talked about how a new calendar year is the opportunity for a fresh start and to 
make some good promises. A focus for all the children in this new term will be conduct in the hall at lunch times. 
We will all be thinking carefully about politeness, good table manners and how to talk to each other at the table. 
Please take some time at home to talk to your child about what you agree good manners are when eating, so 
that the message is reinforced. 
 
Class Assemblies in the Easter Term 
Please note the following dates for class assemblies in the new term: 
30th January – Cyprus Class 
6th February – Greek Language Day – all parents welcome 
11th February – Santorini Class 
13th February – Crete Class 
6th March – Ydra Class 
13th March – Samos Class 
20th March – Greek Independence Day – all parents welcome 
 
Safeguarding – can photos of your child be seen?  
Did you know that Facebook can see photos of your child, even if you do not post them? Meta (the parent 
company for Facebook, Instagram, Threads and WhatsApp) updates its terms and conditions regularly, and if 
you do not check before you agree to new terms and conditions, it is likely that you have given consent for Meta 
to access your camera roll for AI training. Your camera roll is ALL the photos on your phone, not just those that 
you decide to post on social media. This is not a scare story – if you have photos of your child on your phone, 
and have a Facebook account, it is probable that Meta is using them to train its AI services.  
A useful article from a cloud storage company that explains the background to this and how to resolve it if you 
are worried is here: 
https://proton.me/blog/meta-ai-facebook-camera-roll 
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After School Activities – survey 
We have received several interesting and helpful comments from parents recently about the school’s after-
school activities. It is important for us at school to make the activities as helpful for parents as possible. 
Therefore, I will be sending out a survey next week to capture opinions.  
 
Poem of the Week 
The poem of the week is ‘The Centipede’s Song’ from ‘James and the Giant Peach’ by Roald Dahl. It is such a fun 
poem to share with your children, and if it is read aloud by an adult all children can enjoy it. We read the poem 
in assembly this week as we missed the chance before Christmas. 
https://librariesmakeyouclever.wordpress.com/2015/06/14/the-centipedes-song-roald-dahl/ 
 
The religious life of the school 
Our return to school coincided with The Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. This great feast is 
central to our appreciation of Christ’s place in the world and how He was recognised when He stood in the 
waters of the River Jordan and received baptism from John the Forerunner. 
We began the Easter Term with a celebration and the sharing of the reading, and prayer of thanksgiving for the 
gift of Christ in our world. 
Apolytikion of Holy Epiphany 
First Tone 
Lord, when You were baptized in the Jordan, the veneration of the Trinity was revealed. For the voice of the 
Father gave witness to You, calling You Beloved, and the Spirit, in the guise of a dove, confirmed the certainty of 
His words. Glory to You, Christ our God, who appeared and enlightened the world. 
 
The cultural life of our school 
As you can see in the list of assemblies and celebrations above, we are now looking forward to Greek Language 
Day and Greek Independence Day. We will share information with you of how you can take part closer to the 
time. 
For the Theophany, several of our colleagues were able to celebrate at the service at St Constantine and St 
Helen. 
This morning, colleagues shared the tradition of Vasilopita. 
On Monday I will be meeting the Greek Ambassador to discuss how we can continue to work together for the 
benefit of the children. 
 
 
 
I wish you a restful weekend. 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Andrew McDonald 
Headteacher  
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