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Newsletter 21 

Friday 13th February 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers; 
We have reached the half way point in the academic year, and it is a good opportunity to take stock of the 
successes so far and plan for rest of the year. It has been an extremely busy and enjoyable half term, and the 
children can now enjoy a well deserved holiday. 
 
Children’s Mental Health Week 
A very important focus for everyone in the school this week has been mental health. The national initiative to 
raise awareness and to encourage everyone, including young people, to be open about how they feel is so 
beneficial. We began the week by talking about this in assembly, and children have taken part in different 
activities in their classes that highlight the ways to communicate. 
On Thursday morning all of the children took part in assemblies from Liz Spendlove, that helped them to think 
about how to talk about feeling well or unhappy. The mufti day today (‘Dress to Express’) is to give the children 
an opportunity to express themselves and wear clothes that make them feel happy and safe. 
 
PTA 
This week was the first meeting of our new PTA. Many thanks to the initial group of parents who have met and 
done a lot of the hard work in preparing for the events of the second part of the year. We now have a Chair, 
Secretary and Treasurer in place. Please contact the Chair via our school office if you feel you can help. It’s really 
important that we involve as many families as we can. We would really like to set up a network of parents with 
at least one in place for each class to act as a rep to share ideas. Could it be you? 
  
Assemblies 
On Wednesday we were delighted to enjoy an assembly from Year 2 Santorini Class about the beautiful island 
that their class is named after. The joy that the children showed presenting to friends and family was clear. 
Whilst each Greek island is special and unique, there is something about the beauty of Santorini that stands out 
and the children were able to show this. 
Today was the turn of Crete Class. The beauty of the island, and its rich history, were ably demonstrated by the 
tourists. Many thanks to all the colleagues in Year 2 who helped to make these assemblies so informative and 
fun. 
Further assemblies are: 
13th March – Year 5 
As all the children in Year 5 have been working together for a while, we have decided that they will present one 
assembly to parents on this date. 
20th March – Greek Independence Day – all parents welcome 
 
Safeguarding – mental health 



 

 

In Mental Health Week, it is important that we are all informed about the latest guidance so that we can help 
our children. This link takes you to an area of the NSPCC site in which all the current topics are covered: 
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-health-development/child-mental-health 
 
Playground 
Thank you for the comments about the changes to the playground that were described last week. The staff and 
children will be discussing how the trial went and deciding on next steps after the holiday. We have been 
monitoring how the children have been playing, the space they have available, and how they relate to each 
other. On Monday when we return to school the School Council will be sharing their thoughts. 
If you would like to share your opinion, please email the school office and your thoughts will be forwarded to 
me. 
 
Vikings in the building 
Today the Year 5 children welcomed a Viking Invasion! They had a workshop in the hall. One of the great 
learning points is to be able to handle physical resources. It really brings their learning to life. 
 
World Book Day 
World Book Day in Thursday 5th March. In school we will be organising a series of activities for the children to 
inspire them to ‘go all in’ and read. Please make a note in your diary: there will be a book fair in school in the 
following week, from 9th to 13th March. The travelling book fair will be set up after school for parent and children 
to browse.  
https://www.worldbookday.com/ 
 
Poem of the Week 
The poem of the week next week is the silliest of all nonsense poems, ‘On the Ning Nang Nong’ by Spike 
Milligan. 
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/on-the-ning-nang-nong/ 
 
The religious life of the school 
In our Monday reflection the children listened to the Parable of the Prodigal Son. This is one of the most 
beautiful and important pieces of scripture and reminds us all of the importance of returning to God. The 
children responded in different ways to the parable and the meaning within it. 
Kontakion the of Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
Third Tone 
O Father, foolishly I ran away from Your glory, and in sin, squandered the riches You gave me. Wherefore, I cry 
out to You with the voice of the Prodigal, "I have sinned before You Compassionate Father. Receive me in 
repentance and take me as one of Your hired servants." 
 
The school closes today for the half-term holiday. We re-open to children on Monday 23rd February. 
I wish you all a peaceful week with your families and hope that the children enjoy their break. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
A.J. McDonald 
Headteacher  
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