
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST CYPRIAN’S 

GREEK ORTHODOX PRIMARY ACADEMY 
CO-EDUCATIONAL SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AGED -11 

Ακαδημία Άγιος Κυπριανός 
 

      

   

I AM STRONG THROUGH JESUS CHRIST 

TO  THE BEST THAT I CAN BE 

Headteacher: Mr Andrew McDonald  

 

Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Angelina Adrien 

SPRINGFIELD ROAD, THORNTON HEATH, SURREY, CR7 8DZ  Tel: 020 8771 5425   

e-mail: office@st-cyprians.croydon.sch.uk   website: www.stcypriansprimaryacademy.co.uk 

Registered Company 
08085808 

Newsletter 35 
Friday 19th June 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers; 
It has been an exciting week and lots of children have taken part in extra-curricular activities that enrich their 
learning experiences. 
There are lots of dates in this newsletter so please make sure that you note them carefully. 
 
Governors and planning for next year 
This week the Governors of the school met and finalised the plans for our next academic year, which we will 
share with all parents soon. The work that the Governors undertake is not often seen but is a vital part of the life 
of the school. 
 
Safeguarding – Social Media Ban 
An important piece of news for all parents and educators this week was the announcement by His Majesty’s 
Government that a ban on social media use will be enacted for all children aged younger than sixteen. The 
details that have been shared suggest that a model similar to that which is already law in Australia will be 
followed. When the rules are clarified we will share them with you. The press release can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/social-media-to-be-banned-for-under-16s-in-landmark-government-
move-to-givekids-their-childhood-back 
 
KS1 SATs 
This week the children of Year 2 have been sitting tests to form part of the formal assessment at the end of Key 
Stage 1.  Children are measured in reading, grammar and mathematics, according to their ability and needs. 
 
Heat Health Protocol 
As the forecast for the coming days in school is for temperatures approaching 30C, I refer you to our Heat Health 
Protocol, which is a document that informs everyone in school of the measures we are taking to make sure that 
everyone stays safe and well in hot conditions. We will issue frequent reminders about hats, sunblock and 
hydration. The document can be found on the school’s website in the Parents – Letters Home tab. 
 
Sports Day 
Sports Day will take place this summer on Wednesday 8th July. Events will run for KS1 in the morning and KS2 in 
the afternoon. In the event of bad weather, the competitions will be postponed until the following Wednesday, 
15th July. 
 
Athletics Competitions 
In addition to the joy of competing against friends in school, we will be sending teams to the Catholic Schools’ 
Athletics competitions at the start of May. When children are selected through PE lessons, parents will be 
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informed of the details. Unfortunately, the nature of these competitions means that only a small number of 
children can represent our school.  The KS1 event takes place at St Thomas Becket School on 2nd July, and the 
KS2 event takes place at St James the Great School on 1st July. 
 
Educational visits 
On Tuesday the Year 4 children visited The Paddington Bear Experience. I am told that this was a richly 
rewarding visit with lots of group work needed. 
On Wednesday our Year 5 visited Hampton Court Palace, one of the historical jewels of our capital. 
  
Careers Week 
It has also been Careers Week this week which was organised by Mrs Clarke-Benson. The children were provided 
with the opportunity to explore a wide range of careers through engaging, practical activities across the week. 
We had eleven volunteers from a range of industries visit to talk and give workshops to the children about their 
careers. This included a rough sleep navigator, a quantity surveyor, an author and a fashion designer. 
It was extremely beneficial and for all the children and I am sure that it has got children thinking about their 
futures and the fact that they can do anything they put their minds to. 
 

   

 
 

 

 
Visit of Professor Nicolaides 
We are delighted to announce that Professor Kypros Nicolaides will be visiting the school on Monday as a 
conclusion to Careers Week. Professor Nicolaides is the world leading authority on fetal medicine, and is going 
to talk to the children about ambition and science, medicine and research. 
 
Assemblies 
Thank-you to the children of Skiathos Class, who shared such a wonderful assembly with us yesterday. Their art 
work, acting, singing and dancing was very impressive and it was wonderful to hear them singing in Greek. 
The next assembly, for the children of Santorini Class, will take place on Friday 26th June. 



 

 

 
Photographs - reminder 
Don’t forget that on Monday 22nd June each class will have a group photograph taken. The photographers will 
return on Tuesday 23rd June to take a whole school photograph. 
 
Cricket 
On Friday 12th June 10 girls from Years 4 & 5 attended a cricket festival at Sydenham High Playing Fields. Huge 
congratulations to Eleni, Eva, Chanaiyah, Nicaea, Efrata, Hebron, Lanae, Alessia, Imanii, and Sonari for 
representing our school so brilliantly! Special mentions go to Lanae who was awarded a cricket ball for her vastly 
improved bowling skills and Imanii who was given a brand-new cricket bat for her fantastic batting performance. 
 
Poem of the Week 
This week the poem is called ‘You Are’ and it is the work of Valerie Bloom, one of our most beloved children’s 
poets. It will help children to recognise how special they are: 
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/you-are 
 
Religious Life of the school 
This week the children have been focussed on the lives of the Apostles. We are continuing our rota of children 
attending services at St Constantine and St Helen, with Year 3 attending last week and Year 1 attending next 
week. 
 
Cultural life of the school 
We were delighted to be the examination centre for the Greek GCSE and A-Level exams this week and last week. 
It is fitting that children should undertake the challenge of these language exams in our school.  
Our own Greek speaking children who sat the Ellinomatheia in May are invited to the Greek Ambassador’s 
residence on 30th June. We will be contacting parents next week with the details. This is an honour for the 
children and a wonderful reward for their hard work. 
 
Stars of the week 
Our winners this week are:  Khalif and Alicia in Skiathos Class; Lyncoln in Cyprus Class; Aaliyah and Efrem in Crete 
Class; Tesia in Zakynthos Class; Yafet in Ithaca Class; Bethany in Kalymnos Class and all of Tinos Class. 
 
I wish you a good weekend. 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Andrew McDonald 
Headteacher 
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