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Newsletter 25 

Friday 20th March 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers; 
As we journey further into Lent, the children have been deepening their understanding of the preparations that 
need to be made, and have been working hard to make sure that their understanding of Lent and Easter is the 
cornerstone of events in school over the coming two weeks. 
 
Sporting Success 
It is wonderful to be able to lead with sporting success and the joy that achievement brings to the children. On 
Wednesday afternoon St Cyprian’s hosted seven other schools for an inaugural Key Stage One Football 
Competition. It was a great afternoon of friendly competition and lots of the younger children learned a lot, 
playing in the first football matches of their lives. 
Our team won the tournament and were deserved champions, beating St Thomas Becket School in the final. 
Congratulations to Micah-Rose, Joshua, Micah, Brian, Leandre, Raphael, Ezra, Arianna, Jonathan and Aggelos 
who all played an important part in the victory. Arianna as captain collected the new trophy on behalf of our 
children. 

 
 
Music Festival 
We are equally proud of the eighteen children who represented St Cyprian’s at Fairfield Halls at the Infant Music 
Festival on Wednesday evening. Their singing was beautiful. To champion music and all forms of the arts is so 
important for our children in an intense digitally-driven world. 
 
Parent consultations 
Thank-you to all parents who attended school on Monday and Tuesday evening to meet teachers and discuss 
the progress of the children. The meetings were almost completely positive, and it was wonderful to see 
teachers and parents working together for the good of the children. 
 



 

 

PINS – Partnership for Inclusion of Neurodiversity in Schools 
Thank-you to parents who took time to complete the survey for the PINS initiative. We will share results soon. 
 
Safeguarding – Thriving in the digital age 
Please take time this week to look around at the changes in attitude towards smart phones and children. The 
damage that early addition to screens has on our children is becoming more apparent as research continues. A 
great starting point is this website: 
https://www.papayatalks.com/ 
 
Poem of the Week 
In keeping with the benign and pleasant weather we have experienced this week, the poem of the week is 
‘Spring’ by Gerard Manley Hopkins. This is a demanding poem for children (Hopkins was a Victorian priest) but 
taken line by line each image is a treasure. 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/51002/spring-56d22e75d65bd 
 
Assemblies 
Today we celebrated (a little early) Greek Independence Day. The assembly commemorating the struggle for 
independence was beautifully presented by our Year 4 children, whose language learning was really evident. 
They were ably supported by the children from Year 2. The dance at the end of the assembly was joyous and a 
great reminder to us all of the importance of freedom and national identity. Many thanks to Ms Papapericleous 
and her colleagues who prepared the children. 
 
Easter Assembly 
A further reminder to make sure that Friday 27th March is in your diaries. Parents are warmly welcomed to share 
our Easter assembly and reflection from 9.30am. Our Parish Priest, Father Georgios Christidis, will be leading our 
reflection.  
The religious life of the school 
We began the week reflecting on the life and mission of St Patrick, who brought the Good News to the island of 
Ireland. He was at different times in his life a wealthy son, a prisoner, a slave, a student and then a teacher and 
bishop. 
On Tuesday, the children of Santorini Class were able to learn about another faith group when they visited the 
Central London Gurdwara, home of London’s Sikh population. Their welcome was warm and generous and it 
helped the children to understand respect and kindness for those with other beliefs. 
https://www.khalsajatha.com/home 
The children from Crete class will also be visiting next week. 
 
Next week our focus will be on the Passion and Death of Our Lord Jesus Christ, as we practice and prepare to 
present in a whole school assembly. 
 
I wish you all a great weekend. 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
A.J. McDonald 
Headteacher  
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