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Newsletter 28 

Friday 24th April 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers; 
 
Welcome back to school. To echo the words of His Eminence in his Paschal Letter,  
“Christ is Risen – He is Risen, Indeed”. 
Χριστὸς ἀνέστη!  
During our holiday everyone experience the joy of the Resurrection. As a faith school it is our duty to proclaim 
this Good News to all who are ready to listen. Our first assembly and prayers on our return to school focussed on 
the great joy that we experience as Christians. 
It was a proud moment to see the children return to school looking so smart. We are looking forward to a busy 
Summer Term together. 
 
Safeguarding – a scenario without phones 
The safeguarding issue this week makes us consider our reliance as adults on mobile technology. Please consider 
the following question: 
If an emergency meant that you suddenly had no access to your phone and you were separated from your 
children, would you know what to do? 
You may wish to consider talking through strategies that your children can memorise in such an event to keep 
themselves safe. 
 
St Cyprian’s Fellowship 
Members of our PTA group are planning to exploit their existing contacts to invite world-leading professionals to 
visit our school to talk to the children about their lives and careers. We are fortunate to have several links 
already with very esteemed people in the Greek community. If you know anyone who might be interested in 
taking up this invitation to talk to the children, please contact the school office. We are planning a careers week 
to showcase for the children the amazing range of jobs and vocations that are available to them. 
 
Year 6 Booster Classes 
Thank-you to the parents of the Year 6 children for supporting them during the holiday period in attending the 
booster sessions. They were extremely useful and a good preparation for national testing which takes place in 
May. 
  
Assemblies 
There was no class assembly this week to allow everyone to settle in. Next week is the first of the new term. 
Parents of the children in Ithaca class are warmly welcomed to attend at 9am on Friday 1st May. 
8th May will be the turn of Zakynthos Class. 
 



 

 

Poem of the Week 
The poem of the week is by the wonderful poet Berlie Doherty. Are there really ghosts in the garden? 
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/ghost-in-the-garden/ 
 
Religious Life of the school 
We began the new school term, after our Easter celebrations, learning about the life of Holy Glorious Great-
martyr, Victory-bearer and Wonderworker George. He is the patron of England; as well at Ethiopia, Georgia, 
Portugal and Russia. 
The children learned about the dragon myth and the importance of being brave. 
 
A personal request for support 
I am indebted to a previous Headteacher colleague who helped me in my career and mission. Her name was 
Anne Pendry and she was the Headteacher of St Mary’s in West Croydon. Sadly, Anne passed away two years 
ago after a long and brave battle living with cancer. 
To celebrate her life and to give something back, I will be taking part in the MacMillan Cancer Care Mighty Hike 
in June. I will be walking 26 miles from Brighton to Eastbourne across the South Downs. 
I would appreciate any sponsorship donations, however small, to support the work of MacMillan. If you feel you 
can help their work, please click here to make a donation: 
https://mightyhikesfundraising.macmillan.org.uk/fundraising/fundraising/andrews-fundraising-page535 
 
Stars of the week 
Every week teachers nominate children from each class as stars of the week, recognising their extra efforts. The 
deserved winners this week are: Alicia and Kalani in Skiathos Class, Ezekiel in Cyprus Class, Theodore and Cersei 
in Santorini Class, Iireenne in Zakynthos Class, Lucas in Ithaca Class, Nina Alice in Kalymnos Class and Rayyan in 
Tinos Class. Well done to all these conscientious students. 
 
Have a happy and restful weekend. 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
A.J. McDonald 
Headteacher 
 

  

https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/ghost-in-the-garden/
https://mightyhikesfundraising.macmillan.org.uk/fundraising/fundraising/andrews-fundraising-page535

