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Newsletter 17 

Friday 16th January 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers; 
Winter’s bite has certainly been in evidence over the last week, with several days of heavy rainfall interspersed 
with lots of icy mornings. As always, we urge extra time for travel at this time of year so that you can arrive with 
your child safely to school and on time.  
 
‘Putting first things first’ 
Our Monday assembly this week involved a time for reflection from the children on what is really valuable in our 
world, and what should be prioritised. They were asked, for example, which was more important – a face-to-face 
talk or being online. Is ten minutes alone in peace or ten minutes with a friend more beneficial? There were 
some interesting responses from the children. This kind of self-examination helps them to develop critical 
thinking skills. 
 
The Ambassador of the Hellenic Republic is His Excellency Yannis TSAOUSIS 
On Monday a delegation from St Cyprian’s met with the Greek Ambassador at the Embassy in Holland Park. It 
was a very useful meeting and there was a sharing of ideas and plans made for future co-operation, all of which 
will be of benefit to the children in the school. Whilst St Cyprian’s is first and foremost a Greek Orthodox faith 
school, under the guidance of the Archdiocese; colleagues from the Embassy in the UK can support and enhance 
the experience for the children. We thanked the Ambassador for his time and generosity. 
 
Class Assemblies in the Easter Term 
Please note the following dates for class assemblies which were publicised last week. 
30th January – Cyprus Class 
6th February – Greek Language Day – all parents welcome 
11th February – Santorini Class 
13th February – Crete Class 
6th March – Ydra Class 
13th March – Samos Class 
20th March – Greek Independence Day – all parents welcome 
 
Safeguarding – social media and the dangers of deepfakes  
There was much attention in the media this week surrounding Grok AI and the potential dangers that this new 
technology can present for our young people. The technology is allied with X (formerly Twitter). The UK 
government have taken steps to protect users from the abuses from this platform. We ask all parents to be 
mindful of how and why images of their children are shared (as detailed last week) and to be vigilant around 
how children are using new platforms. It is our shared responsibility to stay one step ahead of our children. As 
always, there is lots of good advice for parents about this issue: 



 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-to-children-about-ai/ 
 
Punctuality 
Since the return to school, we have noted a large rise in lateness at the start of the day and late collection at the 
end of the day. Please make sure that you have a ‘Plan B’ if you are delayed. It is upsetting for children to be late 
in the morning, and particularly difficult for younger children if they are left at the end of the day. 
 
Sporting News 
I have the privilege to accompany Mrs Palmas and the Year 4 and 5 Netball team to Sydenham High School on 
Monday for a tournament against three other schools. In wet conditions the girls played very well indeed, and 
had a record of one win, one draw and one defeat. Congratulations to the children for the focus and the energy 
that they showed. 
 
After School Activities – survey 
At the same time as this newsletter you will be receiving a survey via Google Forms that will allow you to express 
your opinions regarding the provision of after-school activities for the children. Please do respond if there is 
something that you would like to raise. 
 
Poem of the Week 
The poem of the week that we shared with the children this week is a wonderful reflection on memory. How far 
back can we remember? It gives the children time to think about what it must be like to remember long ago. 
Please try to share it with your child. The title is ‘It Was Long Ago’ and it was written by Eleanor Farjeon, who is 
also famous for the beautiful Christian hymn ‘Morning Has Broken’. 
https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/poems/it-was-long-ago 
 
The religious life of the school 
This week the children have continued to reflect on the great events of last week and the significance of the 
Theophania. At the start of the new year, we asked the children when we came together to consider the 
importance to us as Christians of the Lord incarnate, that is to say among us as a living, breathing human being. 
In our awe and wonder this is sometimes overlooked. 
 
The cultural life of our school 
As you will see from the details of our recent meeting with the Ambassador, there will be many interesting plans 
that will come to fruition in this new year. We are also at the planning stage for Greek language learning in 
school and will share new initiatives with you when they are confirmed. 
 
Have a good weekend. 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Andrew McDonald 
Headteacher  
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