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Newsletter 19 

Friday 30th January 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers; 
This newsletter is a collaboration because for the second part of the week I will be attending a Headteachers’ 
Conference and Retreat in Hythe, Kent. In my absence, please address any enquiries to Mrs Adrien. 
 
Class Assemblies coming soon. 
Thank-you to the children of Cyprus class, who presented such a wonderful assembly this morning. 
We can now look ahead to Greek Language Day next week. 
6th February – Greek Language Day – all parents welcome 
11th February – Santorini Class 
13th February – Crete Class 
6th March – Ydra Class 
13th March – Samos Class 
20th March – Greek Independence Day – all parents welcome 
 
Maths Quiz Club 
This week, 8 children in Year 6 had the exciting opportunity to compete in a Maths Quiz Club, testing their 
knowledge and mathematical skills and knowledge across a range of timed questions. The children had a great 
time competing and came 8th out of 18. They should be very proud of themselves as this was the first time they 
had taken part in such an exciting event. 
 
Safeguarding – mobile telephones in school 
The Education Secretary, Bridget Phillipson, has issued new guidance this week to all schools regarding the use 
of mobile telephones in school.  
As you will be aware this is a major part of protecting children and the issue is changing rapidly. 
Please be assured that no child is permitted to use a mobile phone in school, and the older children who do use 
them for travel hand them in to the school office every morning and they are collected at the end of the day. 
In light of the new guidance, our Board of Governors will be reviewing our current routines to ensure 
compliance. 
   
Number Day 
Have you talked to your child about what kind of number related things he or she can dress up in on 6th 
February? 
  



 

 

 
 
Year 6 – proposed Educational Visit to Cyprus 
Thank-you to all the parents from Year 6 for their understanding and patience whilst we worked to ensure a visit 
to Cyprus for this summer.  A letter was sent to all those who had paid a deposit on Wednesday 28th January 
with the updated details. Please remember to return the reply slip by Monday 2nd February.   
 
Poem of the Week 
The poem of the week this week, inspired by the power of language from St Gregory (see below) is ‘Words are 
ours’ by Michael Rosen. 
It’s a fun poem to share with your child this weekend. There is a link to the CLPE which includes Michael reading 
the poem himself: 
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/words-are-ours 
 
The religious life of the school 
On Monday we learned about another of the most important saints in our calendar, St Gregory the Theologian. 
The children understood the power of St Gregory’s words, and how he strived to enlighten the people, especially 
about the Holy Trinity. They have tried this week to use their words to help and support others. 
Kontakion of Gregory the Theologian 
Third Tone 
O Glorious One, you dispelled the complexities of orators with the words of your theology. You have adorned 
the Church with the vesture of Orthodoxy woven from on high. Clothed in this, the Church now cries out to your 
children, with us, "Hail Father, the consummate theological mind." 
 
I wish you a peaceful weekend. 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
A.J. McDonald 
Headteacher 
A. Adrien 
Deputy Headteacher  

https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/words-are-ours

