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Dear Parents and Carers;

It has been a very important week in the life of the Greek Orthodox community in the United Kingdom with the
visit of His All-Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. As Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople he is
the spiritual leader of Eastern Orthodox Christians worldwide.

Safeguarding — preparing for travel in darkness

Now that all of the children have returned to school and are settled into their new classes, it is a good time to
think about safety on their journey to and from school.

Does your child have reflective badges or patches on his or her bag and coat?

Have you talked to your child about the route to school and the most dangerous points of the journey?

Does your child know where safe crossing points are?

It is good to prepare now and reinforce the message as the evenings shorten.

Religious Life of the school

On Tuesday evening | was privileged to represent the school at a celebration for the Name Day of our
Archbishop, His Eminence Nikitas. At the celebration | handed His Eminence special Name-Day cards from each
class, and he was very appreciative and thanked them for their kindness. You may read about His Eminence’s
patron saint, Nikitas, here:

https://orthodoxtimes.com/saint-nikitas-the-great-martyr-15-september-2/

The guest of honour was His All-Holiness Bartholomew who addressed those present about the importance of
young people bringing their energy to the Church. It is a message that | am duty bound to pass on this year to
our children.

On Monday this week the children from Year 2 Santorini Class attended church at St Constantine and St Helen,
and on Thursday our Year 6 children followed. Regular visits to our parish church are crucial to deepen the
children’s understanding of the Greek Orthodox Faith, and we as always thank Father George for his warm
welcome to the children.
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https://orthodoxtimes.com/saint-nikitas-the-great-martyr-15-september-2/

We started the week in assembly by learning about The Exaltation of the Holy Cross, which was celebrated on
Tuesday. The children thought about the Cross which they carry with them every day on their school jumpers
and how it marks us as special.

On Thursday Ms Tsiama and some children from Santorini Class shared details about the life of St Sophia. We
learned a lot about St Sophia and her three daughters and all the children will be looking for the icon of St
Sophia next time they come to the church.

The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning
Please don’t forget that we will be hosting a coffee morning next Friday 25" September from 8am to 9.30am in
the school hall. This supports Macmillan who do so much to support people living with cancer.

Book Fair

The Book Fair is coming to our school. Our first day of sales will be next Friday, 25" September, and we will be
selling until the following Thursday. Please talk to your children about arranging to visit and buy some books — it
all supports our school.

Curriculum A message from Mrs Clarke-Benson

Curriculum newsletters will be sent out early next week to give parents an insight into what your children are
going to learn this half-term. Please look out for these.

We will be continuing with the use of the blog where teachers share what they children have learnt during the
week and where home learning will be posted. The blogs can be found under the children tab on the website
and in class pages.

Our School Council

The first task for the School Council is about communication —they will be asked to speak to the children in their
classes and gather information about what are the most important issues for them. They will then report back
next week.

Poem of the week

The poem of the week comes from Michael Rosen, who has a clever poem that challenges the children on word
structure and plays with words. It’s called ‘Alligator Problem’. You can read it, and hear it, here:
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/alligator-problem/

Golden Book

Congratulations to the following children this week who have been selected for outstanding achievement,
perseverance or behaviour: Kallia in Skiathos Class, Melissa in Santorini Class, Raphael in Zakynthos Class,
lireenee in Ithaca Class, Patrick in Samos Class, and Kerubele in Kalymnos Class. The Headteacher’s Award is for
llia in Kalymnos Class.

| wish you a restful weekend.
Yours faithfully,
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Andrew McDonald
Headteacher
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