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School Mission Statement

The aim of St.Cyprian’s Greek Orthodox Primary Academy is to provide its children with
primary education of the highest quality in a supportive learning environment through the
National Curriculum in core subjects, enriched by the progressive teaching of the Greek
Language and Christian Orthodox Religion. The children will be equipped with the
knowledge skills and spirituality to enable them to achieve their full potential and prepare
them for successful transition o secondary education and to contribute positively to the
challenges of a diverse multicultural society.

Rationale

This policy aims to give concise and direct guidance to all staff on the teaching,
practice and assessment of writing.

Expressing meaning through writing can be time consuming and hard work, so it is
essential that children in St. Cyprian’s are given the time to experiment and to
practice at each stage of the writing process. At the heart of our approach to

writing is the philosophy of promoting a writing culture within the school. The aim is
to have consistency of approach and progression from EYFS to Key Stage 2 and to
motivate children to write.

Children at the early stages will be given a writing environment surrounded by print
and be encouraged to experiment with writing without fear of criticism.

Children who have come from a background of Emergent Writing should be

given a variety of tasks to become familiar with the way of working before beginning
the more formal set up of planning and writing.

Where appropriate, children in Key Stage 1 should begin to write more formally using
group planning. When children are ready, individual planning could be introduced. In
order to challenge the more able children differentiation of planning should be
considered.

Equal Opportunities

The teaching of writing will follow the teaching approaches laid out in our Equalities &
Communication Policy. In our school library we have a selection of Greek and dual-
language books available to children, for use in class and on an individual reading basis.

Children with Special Educational Needs

Children that have been identified by the class teacher as having Special Educational
Needs (SEN) will need to be provided with appropriate tasks/activities, writing implements
and resources. Certain difficulties may need the additional attention of other professionals
such as the Educational Psychologist, SENCo or Speech & Language therapist. This is
further addressed in the SEN Policy.

Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
ICT will be used to support the teaching and learning in Writing by:
¢ The use of interactive teaching tools delivered via the interactive whiteboard or
individual computers
Sharing texts through the interactive whiteboard
e The presentation of children’s own work to contribute to displays or resources for
reading
To assist with the teaching and development of phonics
To provide another source of information for reading e.g. information from the
internet
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Aims

To provide pupils with a systematic writing process.
To allow pupils to write for a variety of audiences and make them aware of
the purposes of writing.

e To encourage in our pupils the ability to sort ideas, organise and structure
written material.

¢ To encourage in our pupils the ability to incorporate an understanding of the
technical aspects of writing, such as spelling and punctuation, into their
writing.
To provide meaningful contexts for writing activities across the curriculum.
To make pupils aware of the conventions of Standard English at stages
appropriate to their development and to allow pupils to make use of their own
dialect.

Overview

Literacy at St Cyprian’s is taught through the daily literacy lesson 4 days per week
(Monday to Thursday) that lasts for approximately 1 hour dependent on the age of the
children. On 1 day per week Literacy takes a writing focus (Friday) through the whole
school ‘big writing’ session, that comprises a 30 minute basic skills session covering
vocabulary, punctuation, sentence openings and punctuation (VCOP) and up-levelling of
pupils own or other pieces of writing / text and a 30 to 45 minute sustained writing session,
separated by playtime or Greek.

Units of work / Scheme of Work

The revised primary framework for literacy is used.

Teachers have complete flexibility to teach the units as they see fit in the best interests of
the pupils and the broader curriculum on the understanding that all of the units of work are
covered in sufficient depth across the year. Teachers should consider adapting the
programmes of study and split them into manageable, shorter programmes where
necessary. Teachers must also ensure sufficient time is given within each week to cover
the phonics and spelling schemes.

In most cases the primary objective is to develop confidence with a genre of text or writing.
Some are specifically linked to reading outcomes. In either case, at St Cyprian’s we
provide a weekly ‘big writing’ session with a distinct writing outcome. Teachers must plan
carefully and be clear about what Friday’s writing outcome will be. In many cases it will be
directly linked to the current learning but it is also good practice to revise text types
covered earlier in the year or in earlier year

groups. Teachers use their judgement of the pupils needs to decide upon a suitabie writing
outcome for each big writing session but there needs to be continuity and progression
within the scheme of work.

Teachers, therefore must be able to explain the links between the writing outcome and the
work to the children. Detailed information about the big writing scheme is available in
school. The central feature of the scheme is that children are aware of their targets and
how to set about achieving them. For this reason it is essential that big writing is a weekly
event with very few exceptions and that the writing is marked and handed back to the
children before the next writing session takes place. Evidence shows that where this policy
is strictly followed the results are outstanding. Similarly where this is
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not the case, the scheme is not effective. Marking should identify strengths and areas for
development and identify the next steps the child needs to take in order to achieve their
target level.

The following are key factors in teaching writing :

1. Class teachers should share the writing targets with pupils (WALT).

These targets should be displayed for the duration of the lesson.

2. Class teachers should share the success criteria with pupils (WILF).
These targets should also be displayed for the duration of the activity.

3. Positive feedback to pupils relating to either the writing target or the
success criteria. This can take the form of a written comment, a

highlighted section of work or an oral report to the pupil.

4. Teacher modelling

5. Exchanging and sharing ideas (through use of Talk Partners)

6. The use of plans to aid structure and organisation.

7. Specific teaching of the targets in each planning block

8. Writing wall — each classroom should have a working wall to display pupils’
writing, highlight good phrases and vocabulary or any other feature class
teachers feel are important.

9. Celebrating success —displaying pupils’ work.

The following points are also key factors in teaching writing using this approach.
They shouid be used regularly, when the class teacher feels it is relevant and
appropriate.

10.Self assessment — using techniques such as 2 stars and a wish, pupil
highlighting and checklists

11.Peer assessment eg. editing, pairs/trios/groups

Punctuation and Structure

Punctuation and structure should be taught in the context of the pupils’ own reading and
writing and complimented by the use of specific, targeted lessons where it is appropriate to
use commercial text to explain and exemplify points which have arisen in class writing
activities.

Assessment of Writing at St Cyprians
We are currently using Croydon Writing Level descriptors to assess children’s writing

development over a term. (This will be reviewed when new assessment are brought out by
Government in 2014)

Next review date: September 2016
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