Boee 1 ob
' Page 1 of2

kS

s a Galilean of the tribe of Simeon, The Old Testament book that bears his name foretells the destruction of N
ital of Assyria by the Medes, and the restoration of the Kingdom of Judaby all of this came to pass. Nahum is
counted as the seventh of the Minor Prophets, He reposad in peace. His name means ‘consolation’ or 'repose.’

Five of the Minor Prophets (Nahura, Habbakuk, Zeghaniah, Haggai, and Daniel} are commemorated in Dacember, At
one fime a Peast of the Twelve Prophets was celebrated on Decermber 4 at the Church of the Resurrection, but this feast is
no longer on the cslendar. The days leading up to Christ's Nativity contain many commemorations of the faithfil remn
of Israzl, all of whose hopes were fulfilled in the birth of the Messiah.
hilavet the Merciful of Constantinople (762}

He was 2 wealthy landed gentlemnan who lived in the countryside near Constantinople during the reign of the Empusss
Irene. God had given him great wealth and 2 large family with which o enjoy his later years in confentment. A true lover
of God, he gave without hesitation to all the poor and needy who came to him, and freely offered hospitality to every
traveler passing through his lands.

But his forfungs changed dramatically, and after a series of disasters he was reduced to poverty, with oaly a &
of land, 2 palr of oxen, a donkey, a horse, a cow and a calf and a few beehives to sustoin himself and his family. |
complaint, he took up the life of a simple farmer, laboring to support his family with his few means.

His reduced fortunes in no way changed his open-handed character; and when he met a peasant lamenting the death of
his two oxen, he Immediately gave him his vwn, leaving himself no way to 611 his field, When his wife and children
expressed thelr dismay, he answered with Christ's words, "Do not be anvdous for your life, what you shall eat, or what you
shall drink... but seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well.’ He asked
his wife and children to be patient, for scon they would see a treasure that he was keeping hidden.

Continuing in every way as generous as he had been when wealthy, he had soon given away his hozss, then his cow and
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: d finally the coat from is back to a beggar who asked him for food. Thus he was left completely stripped of
oossessions, depending only on God to care for himself and his family.
tims, emissaries from the Court of Constantinople passed through the neighborhood, sent out to seek a fair
good family to be considered as a bride for the young Braperor Constantine VI, Philavet veceived them in his
diid house and, impressed by hiswirtues and fhose of his famaily, they asked two of his grand-davghiers to retum
ra, There, the two ladies physical and s
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He devoted all his Income to almsgiving and 1o ransoming prisoners of all nationalities foom the slave

: kel f these became his attendants and disciples in gratitude, Sligius’ compassion became so well-known |
wnen visitors a»ite@ for directions io his houss, they would be told "Look for the house suxrounded by 2 moﬂvd f»»’f 2Zgars.
That is where Lord Eligius lives,’ The Saint washed the feet of the poor who came 1o him, served ther at his own table and
fed himself on whai they left. If he ran out of money, he would give away furniture or even his wﬁ@ﬁrmw

When King Chlothar died in 529, Bligivs became the counselor of his successor King Dagobert 1. He founded
monasteries for men at Solignac and for women in Paris, telling the King "These are the ladders by which we will }’c@:}‘a be

able to climb up to the Kingdom of Heaven.' As a royal »@uﬁseiw he helpad to re-establish peace between France an
Britteny, and improved the law of the kingdom to make it more just.

When Dagobert died in 639, Eligius devoted himself entively to the service of Cod as Bishop of Noyon in Flanders. Fis
ciccese was still mostly pagan, amd Eligius traveled untizingly to preach the Gospel of Chaist, often at risk of his life.
aa‘simg foreseen his approaching death, Saint Eligius reposed in peace in 660. When his tomb was opened a year later, his

body was found incorrupt and gave forth a fragrant scent.

Holy Prophet Habbakuk {Abbacum) (7th ¢, BC)
Hepr ;mesze@ in the time of Joachim, just before the Jewish people were taken Into captivity in Babylon, He himeself
escaped caphvily, and after Jerusalem was destroyed, returned to his homeland. Onee he was taking some food to his
harvesters when an Angel iransporied him to Babylon to feed the Prophet Daniel in the lions' den, then bore him badito
Judea (this is %old in the full version of the book of Dandel, ch, & LX), The third chapter of his prophecy is used as the
Fourth Ode of the Matins Canon(the Ode is ususlly sung in full only in monasteries duzing Lant, but the elrmos of
Fourth Ode, sung in many parishes, usually vefers to xl*ae Prophet). His holy relics were found through a revelation in
Palestine during the reign of Theodosius the Greal, and a chapel built there. His name means "Father of the Resurrection.”

Holy Martyr Myzope {Myropea) of Chios (2581)
She was born in E‘Dﬁ@ﬁ%ﬂm At baptism, she was consecrated by her mother to serve at the shrine of St Hermione, one of the
four daughters of the Apostle Philip. Many pligrims came to be anointed with a miracle-working myrzh that flowed from
3t Hermione's body — and from her service a*? :%ae shrine Myrope received the name by which she is known, Later, she and
her mother went 1o the island of Chios to fiee the persecution of the Emperor Declus.

When the holy martyr Isidore (May 14) was beheaded, Myrope secretly recovered his body and gave it honorable burial.

The governor Numerius was furious, and ordered his soldiers o find ghf“ body or themselves be beheaded. '-Us:mm wle
imzmm& people suffer for her act, Myrope presented herself to the governor and told him where she had buxied the body.

A Numerius' order, the holy girl was tortured and thrown in prison. There 2 heavenly light Mhuminated her ozl and 5t

Ezsmi@ e himeelf appeared {o her with a company of angels, saying Peace o thee, Myrope: ﬁy rayer has ascended to God,
and thou shall soon be with us and receive the crown prepared for thee. Myrope, filled with joy, gave up her soul to God
at that moment. One of the guards who had winessed these events believed in Chm‘i; and not long afterward was
baptized and received a mm‘éfyr s den si"xo

Crar Holy Father Athanasius "the Resuzrected,” Recluse of the Kiev Caves (1176)
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Aém many years of ascetic struggle, Athanssius died and was prepared for buvial, £
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Afrer lying dead for two full day,

inexplicably came back o le; the monks who came o bury him were astonished to find him sitting up and weeping. The
en gathered around him and acked him many guestions about what he had seen of the next » i
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Jerusalem In the reign of King Josiah (640-609), and according &

e Is ranked ninth among the Minor Proghets. He lived in ]
zome was the great-grandson of King Hezekiah, His name means "The Lord Protects” or “The Lovd's watch-post.”
Yenerable Father John the Silent, Bishop of Colonia (538)

He was borm into a Christian family at Nikopolis in Armenda. When he was eightesn his parents died, and with twelve

other young men he established a small monastery. After 2 few years, much ageinst his will he was made Bishop

Colonis, but he continued to live the ascetic life of a monk. After nine years of service as bishop, discouraged by
wroridiiness and intrigue around him, he secretly left for Jerusalerm to live as a monk. e was divinely guided to the
monastery of S5t Sabas, who received him and, knowing nothing of his rank, assigned him a lowly place among the new
monks, Saint John cheerfully undertook whatever task was given to him and served the other monks in humility and
silence. After completing his novitiate he was given a cell whers he lived in total silence, fasting five days a week, On
Saturdays and Sundays he joined the brethren for prayer, Communion and meals; but even at fhese Hmes fhe other monks
vrere edified by his silence and unceasing corapunction, Saint Sabas desired to make him a priest and fook him fo be
ordained by the Patriarch of Jerusalem. Saint John asked the Patriaxch for a private mesting and explained that he could
not be ordained because he was alrsady a bishop, The Patriarch returned 5t john 20 5t Sabas, telling him only thet it was
mpossible for him to ordain John, who shouid be allowed to live in silence and solitiude. Saint Sabas was perplexed

£

{thinidng that some sin prevented the mon!

k from belng @f@i@maa}, but soon received a revelation of John's true Tank.
feetnps; After many years of reclusion, 5t John withdrew further to 2 cave in the desert for nine years. He became kno
a divinely-enlightensd counszlor and a wonderworker, snd cheerfully received all who came to himn for guidance or
prayer, In 509 he retumed to the monastery, where he lived as an anchoriie in his cell, commurdcating with the world only
through one of his disciples, For many years he lived only on thin porridge, into which he would mix ashes. One day a
disciple saw him pouring ashes into his food, and John sbandoned the practice, not wanting %0 be known for the practics of
any virtue, '

Oncez he asked God for a sign revealing whether he would be granted to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Taking a fig-
seed, he placed it on a bare rock outside his cell. Without soil or wates, the seed brought forth a plant, wut forth leaves and

fovrers, and produced three figs, which 5t John shared with his disciples, The Sain? then made ready for death. He reposad
in peace, at the age of 104,

¢ Wlartyr Bazbara (290

"Baing Barbara was from Hellopolis of Phoenicis and lived during the reign of Maximian. She was the doughter of a certain
idolater named Dioscorus. When Barbara came of age, she was enlightenad in her pure heart and secreily believed inthe
Holy Trinity. About this tme Dioscorus began building a bath-house; before it was finished he was requived to g0 away 0
attend to certain matters, and in his absence Barbara diracted the workmen to build a thizd window in addition to the |

ather had commeanded. She also inscribed the sign of the Cross with her finger upon the marble of the bath-housz,
‘eaving the saving sign cut as deeply into the marble as if it had been done with an iron tool. When the Synaxarion of Saint
sarbara was written, fhe marble of the bath-house and the cross inscribed by Saint Barbara were siill preserved, and many
healings were worked there, When Diogrorus retumned, he asked why the ty
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throughout the Empire, Normally the Bmperor would have killed or exiled

lands the B Emperor couid not touch him (an interesting example of Islam unwit m‘ag,i y contributing o fhe

Chuistian faith). So the wicked Braperor circulated a forged letter which made it appear that John was plotting against the

Caliph. When this letter fell {as z::eiam@& ) into the Caliph's hands, he was fudous, and ordered that the Saiat’s ﬂ@*x ha

ut off, That evening John placed his severed hand before the icon of the Mother of God and prayed with tears & Y

e restored. On awaking he found that his hand had been mizraculously restored to him. The miracle convinced 31:3 éi',‘alm
of his counselor's innocencs, and John was restored to favor; but now John wanted nothing more of worldly honor and
wished only to be 2 monk. Giving mp his position, he distributed his fortune among the poor and left for Jerusalem o
become a monk at the M@msie*y of 5t Sabas.

The Abbot of the monastery put John under an Elder who ordered him to have nothing to do with philosophy, science,
poeiry, chanting or reading, but to give himself uncomplainingly to menial tasks so as to advance in humility. This the
Saint did. Some tme later, however, 2 monk grieving over his brother's death persuaded John to write a funeral hymn for
his consolation. Out of compassion, John wrote the hymn which is used to this day in the Funeral Service. For his
disobedience, John was given the job of cleaning all the latzines of the monastery by hand, which, again, he did without
complaint, A few days later the Theotokos appeared to the Elder and told him to allow john to compose hymns and poems
which, she fold, him, would surpass the Psalms of David in beauty and grace.

Thus the monk John began to write the large body of inspired hymns which grace the Church's services. Among these
zxe the Canon chanted at the Pascha Service, as well as most of the Reswrectional hyrmins of the Octoechos.

Saint john's poetical gifts were matched by his gifts for expressing the Church's theology: he composed & powerful
clefense of the icons {in print under the title On the Holy Images), a complete exposition of the Orthodox Raith (On the
Orihodox Faith), and the first written refutation of Islam, which he had come to understand well while serving in the
Caliph's court.

In old age, John was ordained a priest by the Patriarch of Jerusalem. He reposed in peace in 760 at the age of eighty-four.

Saint Gennadius, Axchbishop of Novgored (1505)
He was of noble birth, but entered monastic e at Valaam. He ived as a hermit on the island of Solovki from 1430 until
1447, when he was appointed abbot of the Chudov Monastery in Moscow. In 1484 he became Bishop of Novgorod. He
found that the Tatar invasions had go disrupted the Church that a complete text of the Holy Scriptures could ﬁ'&a"“}? be
found in all of Russia. He ordered and oversaw the publication of the first printed Slavonic edition of the Holy Sariptures,
set up schools for the instruction of the clergy, re-established order in the divine services, and fought various heresies, His
devoiion earned him enemies, and he resigned his episcopate to withdraw once again 0 a monastery. He reposed In
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T Our Venerable, Godbearing Father Sabbas the Sanctifled (533)

"This Saint was boin in 439 in Moutalasks, 2 small village of Cappadocia, He entered the arena of the monasiic life from

childhood and was under that master trainer of monastics, Buthyroius the Geeat, the teacher of the desert. He became the

spiritual father of ma‘za v monks and an instructor for the monasteries in Palestine, and was appointed leader

{archimandrite) of the desert-dwellers of Palestine by the Patulzrch of Jerusalem. In his old age he went o L@i’*@i’&ﬂm;._
he Bmperors Anastasius snd Saint Justinian the Great, fn behalf of the Orthodon Faith and the dogmas of
Chslcedon. Hlaving lived nine *y» four years, he repose im 533, The Typicon for the ecclesiastical services ha
in the monzstery established by this righteous ons @miﬁggwu
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T O Father among the Sainis Nicholas the Won shop of Myea (348)
O beloved holy Father Nicholas is, along with 5t George {and second o the All-holy Theotokes), probably the best-loves
i h i belalf of the countless Christians who have cailed on

Saint of the Church, His numberless miracles through the ages, on behall
him, cannot be told.
He was born in Lysia (in Asia Minor) azround the end of the third century, to plous Cheistian pavents, His love of viraus,

El N

and bis zeal for cbserving the canons of the Church, were evident from his infancy, when he would abstain from his
mother's breast every Wednesday and Friday vntil the evening. From early youth he was inclined to solitude and silence;
i fact, not a single written or spoken word of the Saint has come down to us. Though ordained a priest by his uncle,
Azxchbishop Nicholss, he atterpted to withdraw to a hermit's life in the Holy Land; but he was told by revelation that b
was o return home io serve the Church publicly end be the salvation of many souls.

When his parents died, he gave away all of his inheritance to the needy, and thereafter almsgiving was his greatest
glory. He always took particular care that his charity be done in sscret. Perhaps the most famous story of his open-
handedness concerns 2 debt-ridden man whe had no money to provide dowries for his daughters, or even to suppoxt
thermn, and in despair had resolved o glve them into prostitution. On &

three successive nights the Saint threw a bag of gold
into the window of the man's house, saving hira and his daughters frora sin and hopelessness. The man searched
relentlessly to find and thank his benefactor; when at last he discovered that it was Nicholas, the Saint made him promise
niot to reveal the good deed wntil after he had died. (This story may be the thin thread that connects the Saint with the
modern-day Santa Claus),

God honored his faithfulness by granting him unparalleled gifis of healing and wonderworking. Several Hmes he
calmed storms by his prayers and saved the ship that he was sailing in. Through the centuzies he has often done the same
for sallors who call out to him, and is considered the patron of sailors and all who go to sea.

He was elected Bishop of Myra not long before the great persecutions under Diocletian and Maximian (¢. 305), and was
pit in prison, from which he continued to encourage his flock in the Faith, When the Arian heresy wracked the Church not
long after Constantine came to the throne, St Nicholas was one of the 318 Bishops who gathered in Nicea in 325. There he
was 5o incensed at the blasphernies of Arius that he struck him on the face. This put the other bishops in a quandaxy, since
he canons require that any hierarch who strikes anyone must be deposed. Sadly, they prepared to deposs the holy
Nicholas; but in the night the Loxrd Jesus arnd the most Holy Theotokos appeared to ther, telling them that the Saint had
acted solely out of love for Truth, not from haired or passion, and that they should not act against him.

While sill in the flesh, he sometimes raivaculously appeared In distant places to save the lives of the faithfu

sarved the city of Myra from famine by appearing to the captain of & ship full of grain, ielling him fo take his cargo to the

been falsely

Pl

city. He appeared in a dream fo Constaniine to intercede for the lives of three Roman officers who had
condemned; the three gratefirl soldiers later became mouks.

The holy bishop reposed in peace around 345, Flis holy relics were placed in a church built in his honor in Myra, whexe
they were venarated by throngs of pilgrims every year. In 1087, after Myra was conguered by the Saracens, the Saint's relics
were tanslated to Bard in southern laly, where they are venerated today. Every year, quantities of frageant myrrh aze
zathered from the casket containing his holy relics.

New Aazty: Nicolas Karamos of Smyna (1857)
He was a Christian lving in Smyrna under Ottoman rale. One de
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Owz Father among the Salnts Ambrose, Bishop of Milan (397)
This lustrious light of Crthodoxy in the Westerm Church was born in Gaul in 349, but his widowed mother took the |
o Rorae while he was still 2 sreall child, Britliant and well-educated, he was made 2 provincial Governor i 375 and took
up residence in Milan. In those days, the Arian heresy was still dividing the Chuiech, despite ite repudiation at the Council
of Nicaea in 325, When the dme came to elect a new Bishop in Milan, the Octhodox and Atian pariies were so divided that
they could come to no agresment on a new Bishop. When Ambross came as Covernor (o try to restore peace and ordey, a
young child, divinely inspired, called out "Ambrose, Bishop!" To Ambrose's amazement, the people tock up the ary, and
Ambrose himself was elected, though he tried to refuse, protesting that he was only a catechumen (it was still commen in
those days to delay Holy Baptism for fear of polhuting it by sin). He even atterapted to flee, but his horse brought him back
to the city, Resigning himself to God's will, he was baptized and, only a week Jater, elevated to Bishop. Immediately, he
renounced all possessions, distributed all of his money to the poor and gave his estates to the Church. Straightaway, he
entered into a spirited defense of Orthodoxy in his preaching and writings to the dismay of the Avians whe had supported
his election. Soon he persuaded Gratian, Bmperor of the West, to call the Council of Aquilea, which brought an end to
Axlanism in the Western Church. {Arianism, however, continued o prosper among the barbarian nations for many years;
see the Martyrs of Africa, also commemorated today). '

Several times the holy Bishop was called upon to defend the Church agaivst domdnation by the secular powers. e,
putting down an uprising in Thessalonika, the Emperor Theodosius punished the city by crdering the massacre of
trousands of its residents. When the Emperor later visited Milan and came to the Cathedral to attend the Liturgy, Saint
Ambrose stopped him at the deos, condemned his crime before all the people, forbade him entrance to the church and
excommmunicated him for eight months. The Emperor went away weeping, and submitted in humility to the Church's
dscipline. When he returned after long penance (o be restored to Communion, he went into the sanctuary along with the
clergy, as had been the custom of the Emperors since Constantine the Great, But again the holy Ambrose humbled him in
the sight of all the people, saying "Get out and take your place among the laity; the purple does not make priests, but only
emperors.” Theodosius left without protest, took his place among the penitents, and never again attempted o enter the
sanctuary of a church. (When the Emperor died, it was Bishop Ambrose who preached his funeral eulogy).

Saint Ambrose, by teaching, preaching and writing, brought countless pagans to the Faith, Fils most famous convert was
St Augustine (June 15), who became his disciple and eventually a bishop. Ambrose’s many theclogical and catecheticel
works helped greatly to spread the teaching of the Greek fathers in the Latin world. He wrote many glorious antiphonal
hymms which were once some of the gems of the Latin sexvices,

Saint Ambrose repossd in peace in 397; his relics sHll vest in the basilica in Milan.
The Maztyrs of Africa, who suffered durlag the Vandal persecution {429 and following)
In the year 429, Bighty thousand Vandals crossed from Spain into Africa and, in the course of ten years of massacre and
pillage, gained control of most of the Romen territories of Noxth Afdes. Many people picture these barbardansas pr - 5
but they weve in fact Arian herstics, who under their leader Genseric began a ferce pezsecution of the Church whers

encountered it The tortures that many thousands endured in thelr confession of the Faith ave too hordble to describse
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Trinity painted ‘sby St Antony miraculously survived unscathe later W@réng masny miractes, The Saint himself
withdrew into the forests, | mm  alone for many yeazrs uniil he was called back by his spicitual children to serve as the

monastery's abbot. Having foreseen his own end, he reposad in peace He asked that his body be thrown ﬁ‘m@ the

lake, but his disciples, obe ,,a Hent in every other way, did not fulfil his request. Flis tomb was the source of many miracies it
the coming years.

Drcanpen §
eraple Father Patapius (6th op 78k ¢
e was born fs Theves in BEgypt, and at a young age left his pious parents, | f‘.ng ;mi%a taniee and his acquaintances to devell in
éa Egypﬁa esert, devoting himself to ceaseless prayer. After many years, h mﬁau@ﬂ spread and, despite his desire
for solitude, throngs of pilgrims would seek him out for his prayers and mwﬁa}a To escape the attentions of men, hedid 2
istag thing: he abandoned the desert and moved o Constantinople, seiiling in the Blachermae distict, where, amid
ustle of th m& 7, he was able to pass unnoticed, more secure in his solitude than he had besn in the caves of Bgypl
Ashe gfew in obedience to the commandments of Christ, the grace of working miracles grew in him, and once again i
gradually became lnown, Once a blind man cast himszlf before Patapius on the street, and the Saint cured him i
calling on the name of Christ, Once he healed 2 man crippled by dropsy, ancinting him with the ofl from a vigil la m~ and
signing him with the Cross.
After blessing the Church for many years with his prayers and miracles, St Patapius fell asleep in peace, and was burle
in the church of the Monastery of the B mmjipama negar Constantinople. In 1904 his precious and incorrupt ralics were
unicovered in | m course of some budiding at a small monastery near Corinth. From that time the monastery has been
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Bven though Viary took place thwough a
the union of man and wor the lawrs of our humean “‘aa?*
transgression and become subject to sin and corruption (cf. Gen, 3:16}, As the c%@aﬁan *J ssgel at d precious Smm prepaved
by God since the beginning of thne, she ”s indeed the most pure and the most perfect of mmﬂ bui even so, she has not
been set apart from our common inheritance nor :fz o the consequences of the sin of our frst p&’ﬁ@a"ii& Justas it was &
that Christ, in order to deliver us from d eath by his own voluntary death (Heb, 2:14 }, should by His Incarnation be made
itke to men in all things except sy so it was meei that His Mother, in whose womb the Word of God would @m te with

human nature, should be subject 1o death and corruption ke every child of Adam, ées; we not be fully included
Salvation and Redemption. The Mother of God has been chosen and preferred among all women, not azbitrail; Jg bt
because God foresaw that she would preserve her purity and keep it perfect: conceived and born like all of us, she has be

- Q@

worthy to become the Mother of the Son of God and the mother of us ail. So, in her tenderness and compassion, she is abl
o intercede for us with her Son, that He may have mexcy upon us,

"Tust as the Lord Jesus Christ was the fruit of the virginity of the holy Mother of God, so she herself was the fuif of the
chastity of Joachim and Anna. And by following the same path of chastity we too, monks and Christian married people,
can bring Christ to be born and grow inus.” (Synaxarion)

In ah@ Latin church, this day is called the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, reflecting the exvronsous Latin view o
conception of the H@liy Theotokos.
"The dochiine of the hnmaculate Conception prociaimed by the Roman Catholics in 1858 s rejected by the Orthodox
Chureh; but without in any way detracting frore the dignity of the Mother of God. In fact, according to the Fathers, the
inheritance from Adam consists not in a personal responsibility of all men for original sin, but simply in the inherit™ ~e of
“he consequences of sin: death, corruption and the passions {including procreation and fleshly union). Hencethe &, oxt
have no difficulty in recognizing that the Mother of God vras heir, like us, of all the consequences of f Adam's sin — %,,mm
alone was exempt — but at the same time pure and without personal sin, for she freely kept herself from all attzaction for
the world and for the passions, and she voluntarily co-operated in God's purpose by obeying His will with docility: Belold
the handmaid of the Lord; be it unio me acco?’dmg to thy word, she replied to the Angel Gabriel (Luke 1:38)" (Synaxarion)
St Hannah {Anna), the Prophetess, the mother of the Prophet Samuel {12th ¢. BC)
Her story opens the First Book of Samuel. Though barren, she kept all the commandments and prayed with fervor that her
reproach gmo‘ém be taken from her, vowing that if God granted her a son she would dedicate him o God's service. When
) were answered, she brought her child Samuel to live with Bl the High Priest as soon as he was weaned. He
© g gsm@e arl mézvzks {1 Sam, 2:1-10) has become the third Biblical 0@%@ of the a&ms Canon; today it is on

onasteries during Lent. Despite her age, God granted her fhree sons and two daughiers, She reposed In

E%’

st

&

St Steplen the New Light (Neolampes) of Constantinople (912)
He seems to have lived in Constantinople for his entire life, but lived there as i in the @i@% 1, devoling himself entix

el; by bis

solitude, fasting and prayer. For most of his aduli life he ate only a few vegetables without sait once or twice a wee; U

4]

prayers many wiracles were wrought In the City.

T Hime he was made a priest and served in the church of St Antipas, where he lived in seclusion, When the ¢hur vas
clesiroy the ’%&"Q{mﬁ ake 0f 879, he withdwew to a dank < pit in the ruins where me air wag 50 mmwh@a some that . 8t

ed from this ascesis after

ras almost paralyzed. He only amaerge
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i Venerable Father Daniel the Stylits §§%§

ﬂ’a

e was from Samosata in Mesopotamia, and became a monk at the age of twelve, As 2 young monk he visited St
the Stylite (September 1) to receive his ?cﬁ essing, Years later he moved o the neighborhood of Constantinople at the regues

of the holy Patriarch Anatolius (July v 3), whom he had healed of 2 deadly mﬁm&m through his prayers, For a time Daniel
lived in the church of the Archangel Michael at Anaplus, but nine years ﬁ ter St Syx jm@zm the Stylite appeared tohim in s
vision and told him fo imitate Symeon's ascesis of living on a pillar. For the remaining thivty-these yesrs of his life the Sain
did just that. He stood fmmovably in prayer regardless of the weather: once after a wﬁ’m his disciples found him standing
covered with ice. He was much lovad by several Emperors (including Leo the Great), who sought him out for counsel, He
reposed at the age of eighty-four, having lived through the reigns of fhree Bmperors.
kon the Dsy j of the Klev Caves (1201}
He was a monk in Klev, taken into slave.ay by a band of Polovisi {Turkic raiders who were froubling the
tme) along with the holy Martyr Bustratius (March 28). He humbly refused to be ransomed 1 v his famil;
suffered a havsh captivity for three ymaa‘e. Despite this, he prayed constantly for his capiors, worked :m:“*s:i f@z thelr sake,
and once healed their leader from a deadly illness, One &ay St Bustratius appeared to him in a vision and told him that he
would be set fres in three days, When he told his caplives, they severed the tendons of his knees and ankles and kepthim
under guard, But at the appointed time he was miraculoush y transported fo Kiev, where he suddenly appeaved in church
among his agtonished brethren. The Saint did not want his chains removed unl his Abbot said *’Emwex} if the Lord
wanted to see you in these chains, he would not have delivered you from captivity!” He was so withered from his
h .,a.;:s,"hw that he became known as Nikon the Drv. Later, the captor whom he had healed came o the Monasie ery of the
aves and became 13@:@“1&. of his former slave,
““f ensrable Father ';L@: ice the New Stylite (979)

He was an Anatolian, and i his youth served in the Byzantine army in the war against the Bulgar Tsar Sy
war, he left the army j to become a monk, and was in time ordained %o the priesthoud. For 2 time he serve z:% &8 @’mjf
3 d,

chaplain, living even moze austerely than he had as & monk and distributing ail his possessions to soldiers in need
He entered ?:‘i'g@ Monast @E"j of 5t Zachaxias on Mount Olympus in Bithynia, where he was appointed st w&zma Here his
e*:icai labors reached new levels. He kept a large stone in his tam '@ s0 that he would be unable to s yg nd spent 2ach
*”,Lee, ¥ fnw. S @ ,»2@3’ i‘h{@“t@%@ 10 attract admiretion, m:k@ fled to his homeland and lived f@ ¢ & few years in
ps of Symeon the Blder (September 1), Symecn the Younger (Ma j 24,D
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v eceimber 13. See his life there,

 Father §pym%m the Wonderworker (348).

He was a humble shepherd who lived on the island of Cyprus with his wife and his one child, a daughter named Trens,
Though he was poor himself, his house and table were always open to travelers and those In nesd. He kept his mmw 718

0% whzm he left open and available to all, not concerming himself with who took from it or whether they were deszrvin
or not. In time, his wife died and, with less worldly cares, he redoubled his prayers and his almsgiving.

He becamne so well-loved on the island that, when the bishop of the town of Tremithos died, the faithful unanimousiy
chose Spyridon fo succeed hwa, and he thus became a shepherd of rational sheep as well a5 the beasts he had tended,
Deespite his sudden elevation in rank, he kept io his former manner of life, raveling everywhere on foot, tending his
animals as before, while fulfilling all the duties of a bishop as well. {To portray this godly huraility, his icon shows him
wearing bishop's vestments and a peasant's woven straw hat.)

His compassion for others was boundless. Though he was very strict with himself, he would always break a fast §
comibort fo a traveler. Once a band of robbers broke into his sheepfold by mg&i ?Jw: mmr& themselves confined then
frivisible forge. When Soyridon found them in the morning, he freed them, adimonished them to live honestly, amd s »
them two sheep in compensation, he said, for their keeping an ail-night vigil.

Pages could be filled with stories of the miracles wrought by the holy bishop for the good of his flock: by his prayers he
ended a drought, turmed a snake to gold to helpa ;’aooz’ man, and even raised the dead son of a poor widow. His radiant
virtue touched the consciences of those he et so that many would spontaneously fall at his feet and confess their sins.

W’@e@ the Bmperor Constantine surnmoned the First Ecumenical Councl in 325, Spyridon attended, dressed in his
imple peasant’s garb, At one of the sessions, 2 proud Arisn philosopher challenged the Orthodox (o 2 debate about the
s 3. oly Trinity, and was amazed when the simple Spyridon stepped forward to accept the challenge. He and all the other

bishops wexe far more amazed when the uneducated peasant bishop confounded all the Arian's arguments with his
elogueant, Spirit-inspired words. The :umm@f?g flosopher admitted fhat he was convineed, embraced the Orthodox fat
gmd called upon the other Arians o abandon thelr human wisdom and embrace the frue and life-glving Fal
The holy bishop always celebrated the Divine Liturgy with joy. Once, serving ln a :«rezzfs@%@ aﬁm@@% empty church, he
@;Jmed 10 the invisible congregation and said "Peace be unto alll”, and his disciple heard a choir of angels respond "And
7ith thy spiritl”

‘Smi' Spyridon reposed in peace in 348 at the age of seventy-eight. His incorrupt and wonder-working relics pouzed
forth miracles for the gﬁ@aﬁge of Cyprus until the seventh century, when g&w@ v were moved to Constantinople to escape the
Azab invasion; when the City fell to the Turks, the velics were again moved o Corfu, where they are venerated to this day.
Hven after 1,500 y@a;f the holy relics remain incorrupt and work many life-giving wonders. Saint Spyridon svene  les

nef s;@@fﬁ of Corfu. ' ‘
onard (549)
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008), and was received into Valaam Monas ke Ladoga, After
the life of a hermit in the forest, and only came to m monastery for feast days.
In 1?93 in response to a “*eqs;fxesv tby i h@ E’ stan-American Commercial Company for missionaries fo Alaska, Valaam
Monastery was told to select a company of its best monks to fravel o America. Mz@n= were chosen, of whomn &
ﬁermgm was one, The company crossed aj_ of 5‘»}@@2’1& and , alnost a year later, fivst saw Kodiak Jsland in September 1794,
The missionaries set about thelr work, and found the native Aleut people so receptive to the Gospel of Chelst that in the
fizst gﬂ. ar about 7,600 were s&pama and 1,500 marriages performed.

Despite severe hardships, the missionaries covered | huge distances, on foot and in small boats, 1o reach fhe scattered
@ "'himg settlements of the A@uﬁs In general they found a watm reception, but many of the pagan shamans opposed fheir

mnessage and sometimes stirred up the people against them. It was thus that the Priest-monk Juvenaly was killed in 1796,
csw@mmg the Flzst Martyr of North America,

Despite siuch opposition, the missionaries’ major difficulty was with the Russian fraders and seitlers, who were in the
habit of exploiting the Aleuts as they wzsh@d, and who had oppressed and disgusted the native people with their immoral
behavior, When the missionaries came to the defense of the natives, they were repaid with the opposition of the Russian-
Amercan company, whose leadership put countless obstacles in the path of their work, In time, several of the com vany
died at sea, and several more abandoned the mission in discouragement, leaving the monk Hermax alone,

He settled on Spruce Island near Kodiak, and once again ook up the hermit's life, dwelling in a small cabin in the forest,
Hle spent his days in prayer and mission work, and denied himself every fleshly comfors: he fasted often and lived on a dief
of blackberries, mushrooms and vegetables (in Alaskall), Despite these privations, he founded an o*phmage and a school
for the natives of the island, carved for the sick in epidemics, and built a chapal where he conducted divine services attended

oy wany. (Fe was not a priest, but God made up the lack in miraculous ways: at Theophany, Angels descended 4o bless the
waters of the bay, and the Saint would use the holy water o heal the sick). Asked if he was ever lonel v or éegem:efa inhis
solitude, and replied: "1 am not alone; God is here as everywhere, and the Angels t00. There is no betier comnpany.”

Saint Herman reposed in peace on Spruce island, at the age of sighty-one, in 1836, At fhe moraent of his departure, his
face was radiant with light, and the inhabitants nearby saw a pillar of } light rising above his hermitage, His last wish was to
e buried on Spruce Island. When some of his well-intended disciples attempted to take his relics back to Kodiak to be
suried from the church there, a storm rose up and continved unabated uniil they had abandoned the plan and buried hira

a8 e desired. He was officially glorified in 1970, the first canonized American Saint. :
Salnt Peier was a young Alent convert to the Orthodox faith, In 1812 2%&53 Rugsian~ American Company set up a postin

Cﬂ;&@z’ma, where Russians and Aleuts farmed and fraded 1o supply the needs of the Alaskans; Peter was one of these, The
who at the tme ruled C@Lﬁmm:a, suspected the Russians of %’T‘«’i@ﬁai &fﬁ:@m@mﬁ and in st,ui@ caphured about
twenty Orthodox Aleuts and took them to Sam Francisco. Fourtezn of these were put (o torture in an effort o convert them

to '?:Z%ae Roman Catholic faith. All refused to compromise thelr faith, and Peter and a ﬂ@mpxma@s 1 were singled owt for

especially viclous reatment: Peter's fingers, then hands end feel, were severed, and he died from loss of blood, still firm &

his confession. The Latins were preparing the same fate for the others when word came that they were to be mﬁmmﬂxed;
ventually they returmed to Alaska. When he heard a fitst-hand account of Peter's martyrdom, Saint Herman crossed

Lmseiér’ and said "Holy New Maxtyr Peter, pray to God for usl” Saint Pater th mm t is the first recognized Saint of

Amnerican birth,
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s dl aYys of ¥he anti-Christian |

E&wm@ was one of s comrad

restes E tkewise a respecied soldier, ﬁ ek ‘*wm 18 Was a g}ﬁ 5t mﬁ Ma dwz a simnple citizen who came, like Bustratius,
f"‘mm the town of Aravraca. The Imyperial governors, L y sias and Agricola, tortured Auxentius first as he was a prisst.

"

Beholding the innocent suffering of the Chalstians, Eustratius presented mmsgaf before Lydss and declaved that he
was a Christian, While Eustratius was being tortured, éduge% stood up before the judge and cried out: Tam i
00, Lycies!’ When they svere dulving Bustratius and the other martyzs through the town, Meardaxius saw am

A

roof of his house, and he took leave of his wife and two frail daughters and hastened after them, shouting into
thelr tormentors: Tam 2 Christian oo, like the Lord Bustratius!' Orestes was a young and handsome saadwse who s%:m
fhead and shoulders above all the other soldiers. One day, when he was at taxget practice in Lyclas's presence, the Cioss e
was wearing fell from his breast, and Lycias realised that he was a Chuistian. Orestes openly confessed his faith, and wae
martyred with the others. Auxentius was beheaded, Bugene and Mardarius died under torture, Orestes was exposed on &
red-hot tron grid and Bustratius died in 2 flaming furnace, St Blaise (see Feb. 11th) gave Communion to St Bustrativs in
prison before his death, Their relics wers later taken o Constantinople, and ave preserved in the church dedicated to them
— The Holy Five Companions. They were ssen alive in that chuzch, and 5t Orestes appeared to St Dimitd of Rostov (see
Ot 38th). A beaniiful prayer by St Bustratius is extant, which is read at the Midnight Service on Seturdays: T glorify Thy
majesty, 8 Lord for Thou hast regarded my lowliness and hast not shut me up in the hands of my enemies, but hast saved
wry soul from want...”. " {Prologue)
lrgin Maryr Lucy of Syzacuse (308)

Druing Dicdletian’s persecutians, the Cheistian maiden Lucy went with her mother on pligrimage to ‘
{Pebruary 5), to pray fo - for her mother's healing from an ailment. Saint Agatha appeared to Lucy ina deeam and saild |
iy sister, why do you ask from me what your own faith can obtain? Your mother is healed. You will soon be the giofy

Syracuse as I am of Catenia.’ Lucy's mother was healed from that day, and Lucy determined to consecrate herself e
0 God. She broke off an engagement i a nobly-born young man and gave her large dowsry of land and jewsls o 7@3 p oOT,
Her would-be husband angrily denounced her as a Cheistian to the Governor of Syracuse.

Atthe %{m@, Lucy firmly confessed her faith in Christ and refised to make sacrifice to the gods, The Governor
@ﬁdem that she be placed in a brothel, but his minions were unable to move her from the place where she siood, even
hen they tied her with ropes and attempted to drag her with oxen. The Governor asked what witchoraft she used, to
which she answerad 1 do not use witcharafl — i"z is the power of God that is with me. Sring ten thousand of your m
; ishy; they will not be able to move me unless God wills it The men then 1t a five around her, but it did not hax
Hmml v they beheaded her where she stood. With her last words, she ¢ ?f@ﬁiﬁj%@d the deaths of Mesdmian and Diode

g,

the coming of peace to the Church,

1

DrerevseEr 14
g s;&,"w@m Thyzsus, 1 m@um and Callinicus {250)
These martysrs contestad in Asiz Minor during the veign of Decius, mfrg e
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edom.” He was a native of Rome whose father died at a young age, lea
y his mother Anthia, a Christian who reared him in the fear of God and the love of holiness. 2
e 0 evident that he was ordained 2 priest at the age of seventeen and at twenty was made Bishop of
Ly, a large see roughly comprising rodern-day Serbia.
The young bishop's pastoral and evangelistic work was so successtul that maiy pagans were converied to the Faith
theough him., His growing reputation drew the attention of the Emperor Hadrian, who sent one of his senior officers
named Felix {0 arrest the holy bishop. But when Felix saw and heard Eleutherius, he was capiivated by his teaching,

L3

o,

believed in Christ, and wes baptized. He and the 5t Bleutherius returned and prasented themselves together before the
Hnperos, fearlessly confessing their faith,

Bleutherius was subjected to brutal forture, during which the city prefect Coremenus, who had suggested some of the
tortuses, was enlightened through the Saint's prayers for his enemdes, and prodlaimed Christ. He was baptized by
Eleuthesius and later bebeaded. After 2 timne, when i became cleay that fire and torture would 1ot move fhe holy bishoyp
e was taken to the axaphitheater and beheaded. At the moment of his death, his mother Anthia rushed forward and
his body in her arms, There she also was beheaded 1

by the executioners.
Pregnant women call on St Eleutherius that they may have a safe delivery,
Holy Mastyr Bleutherius the Cubleularius (4th ¢.)
He was from a noble family in Constantinople, and rose to the rank of Cubicularius {Chazaberlain). He was not only a
counselor to, but a close friend of, the Brperor {probably Julian the Apostets). But Bleutherius was increasingly moved by
a desize 10 become a Chuistian; so, obtaining a leave from the fmperial court, he moved to the coundryside in Bithynia,
where he was baptized. There he built 2 house that concealed an underground chapel.

When Eleutherius returned to court, some jealous courtiers denounced him fo the Emperor, who visited Bleutherius'
country house and was furious to discover the underground church, When the Seint would not rencunce his faith in
Christ, the Bmperor, ignoring all previous bonds of friendship, had him beheaded.

Holy Maztyr Bacchus the New (787)
During the reign of Constantine VI and Irene, restorers of the holy icons, the Holy Land was under the conirol of the
Muslim Arabs. Many Christians fhere apostatized, puiting honors and security in this world above thelr eternal joy. One of
these was the father of this Saing, who brought up seven children as Muslims. His wife however, never renounced her
and prayed constantly for the conversion of her husband and children. Upon the death of the father, her third son Dach
declared that he wished io become a Christian. He was baptized in the Wonastery of St Sabas near Jerusalem, receiving the
ne Bacchus, and determined to be a monk. But the abbot, feaving reprisals against the Monastery, sent hizo back to ks
home in Jecusalem. His brothers, sesing his joy and boldness in confessing the Faith, dlecided to receive koly Baptiem,
except for one, who denounced Bacchus to the authorities. He was arrested and brought before the judge and, when he
on of Christ, was beheaded. ‘
 Kola, apostle of Laponia (1383), and his disciple the Holy Martys Jonah (1590)
» priest from Novgorod. The Sywrrarion records that, ot §
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s and Wonderwoaker (893
.

She was born fo noble parents in Constantinople, Beautiful and pious, she was chosen by the Emperor Basil (867-836) to be
4

the bride of hisson Lﬂo V1 the Wise, When Leo ascended the throne, the Empress showed no attraction to the honors and
pleastes of the royal life, but devoted her days to prayer and almsgiving. She fulfilled all the duties of her Imperial station

while living a life of austerity whenever out of the world's sight. Beneath her rich garments she wore coarse | %azm@s b, and
kept fasts and vigils as if she were living the monastic life. She was hurable and respectful to all, and would address even
her servants as ‘Master' or ‘Mistress.” At night, after her servanis had left her alone, she would leave her fine bed and sleep
ona ""ka“’}: on the flooy, rising often during the night to pray. ’

er her daughter Budocia died in 892, she wished to leave the world and enter a monastery, but her spiritual father 5

??mhymzus {August 5) would not give his blessing. Nonetheless, her thme in the world was not long: only three years later
she died, before she had reached the age of thirty. Immediately after her funeral in the Church of the Holy Apostles, her
holy relics became the source of many miracles and healings, and are venerated to this day in the Ecurnenical Patriarchate
in Constantinople.

Dzcanvser 17
Holy Prophet Daniel and the Three Holy Youths Ananias, Azarias and Misael
Thelr wonderful story is told in the Book of Daniel, in which the coming of Christ is prophesied and prefigured in several
places, Large portions of the book are missing from the protestant Bible: make every effor fo obiain and read the full
version. The Song of the Three Youths in the Furnace have become the Seventh and Bight of the Cld Testament Odes of ir:
Miatins Canon; the Odes are sung in full only In monasteries during Lent. The Three Youths' sojoturn in the flery fure 2]
prowminent in Orthodox hymas and devotions, for their passage through the flames unharmed is a type of theholy s
incozrupt birth-giving: recelving the divine Fire within her womb, she was not consumed but remained ever-virgin.
According to the Synaxarion, Daniel reposed in peace at the age of eighty, two years after the return of the Hebrew
people from thelr captivity in Babylon. The Three Youths also reposed in peace. But St Cyril of Alexandria writes that all of
thern met a martyr's end, by beheading,
According to tradition these four were among the righteous dead who rose at Chirist's Crucifodon and were seen by
naany (Maithew ch, 27),
The Three Holy Youths were named, in Hebrew, Hananiah, mgh and Mishael; the names given above are Greek
renderings of the Hebrew names. Their captors also gave them Babylonian names, :}y which they are also called: Shadsach,
Abed-nego, and Meshak, respectively. Daniel was given the Babylonian name Belieshazzar.
Omir Holy Father Dionysius the New of Zakinthos (1624)
He was born to pious and wealthy parents on the island of Zakinthos. Barly in life he rencunced his wealth and worldl j
honors to enter monastic life, His virtue became so well known that he was appointed Archbishop of Asgina, where b
served for many years, In time, In order %o retire fo a life of solitude and siruggle, he resigned and returned o his
homeland where he entered 2 monastery in the mountains. Here he received the grace mf performing miracles, and worked
. amg healing and saving wonders among the people of Zakinthos.
A story from the Synaxarion veveals his character as one fruly united to Chrish: "He excelled above all inlov
nelghbour and ia meekness. One day the murderer of the Saint's own brothes, ﬁwmﬁ i%zﬂ i&w and m«: members of by
v-“%.cﬁm‘a 'a’f‘m'ﬁfi“y, m’rived at the monastery m.@ be gg@d d}iu&“}'mmy for as y“iu;z,«,k,
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In Rome, while fulfilling the
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cuties of a courtier, he used his position to comfort and encourage his imprisoned fellow- Christians, By his labors and

example he brought many o faith in Chaist, including Chromatius, the Prefect who was charged with perseouiing the

Roman Christians.

Sebastian had upheld two brothers, Mark and Marcellinus, who were awaiting execution for thelr falth, When the day o
xecution came, thelr father Tranguillinus who had besn 2 pagan but through Sehastian’s example had converted
presenied himself fo Chromatius and announced that he 0o was a Christian. His testimony was so powerful that the hard
heart of the Prefect was melted, and he himself resolved to become a Chiristian,

Caius, Bishop of Rome, gathersd the new brethren (both men and women — not il of Sebastian's converts have been
mentioned here) to embrace them and baptize them, but also to warn them of their coming Martyrdom, He instrucis
some to flee the city and others, headed by Sebastian, to rernain in Rome, devoiing their days o fasting, prayer and
thanksgiving as they awaited their death. As the "company of Martyrs” did this, many came to them and weze healed of
ailments, and many joined them in confessing Christ.

When the time of martyrdom came, each member of the company was subjected to imaginaiively cruel tortures before
his execution. Sebastian himself was made to witness the deaths of all his cornpanions, then to endure his own irial. He
serenely condessed his unshaken faith before Diocletion himself before being taken to the place of execution. There he was
tied to a post and made the target of a band of archers uniil his body bristled with arvows like the guills of a porcupine. He
was left for dead, but when Irene, widow of 5t Castulus, carne to bury him, she found him alive and fended his wounds.
Amazingly, he recovered, and presented himself once again to the Emperor. Astonished and outraged, the fyrant ordered
that Sebastian be beaten 1o death with clubs and thrown into the cify's sewer. That evening, a vious Christian woman was
told in a vision o retrieve his body and bury it In the catacombs, After St Constantine brought peace o the Church, Pope
Damasus built a church over the site in the Saint's honor. For hundreds of years, many miracles were worked there through

St Sebastian’s intercessions.

Hieromartyr Modestus I, Azchbishop of jerusalem (634)
His parents were pious Christans from Sebaste in Asla Minor, who died in prison while Modestus was still an infant. The
child was raised by pagens, out when he leamed that his parents had died for Christ, he secretly becarae a Christian also.
When his adoptive parents died, he traveled to Athens, where he was taken in by a Christian goldsmith and his wife, and
became a Chrlstian at the age of thirteen, Modestus’ almsgiving and love for the poor soon earned him renown, but
aroused the envy of the goldsmith's sons, who sold Modestus into slavery during a trip to Egypt. But Modestus was able to
bring his new master to faith in Christ and regain his freedom, '

Soue timme later he made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. The doors of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre opened at his
prayers, and the people, iaking this as a sign from God, chose Modestus as Archbishop of Jerusalem. {Accounts of his life
do not mention his having been anything but a layman before this.) He served his flock tenderly and zealously,
encouraging all to abound in spiritual gifts, and working many miracles. His prayers were effective not only in healing
faithful, but even in curing the aflments of their cattle and other antmals. For this reason, it is still customary on this da

sprinkle animals pens and stables, and even houses in which pets dwell, with holy water, asking the Saint's profection.

Saint Modestus served his flock faithfully injo old age. According to some accounts he reposed in peace. According o
others, in his old age he was delivered up 1o the pagans by his ensmies, and beheaded by them after many tormenis.

nclay before the N
mernoration of §

sy A omme b f‘.,u‘\“i faiy
om Adam to Joseph the

P et Aen o
5 o7 desds, announced the oo
A 4 e R A . S U ” o
Ag baptized Christians, we ou

conthouation of this s

NP Y T
e not ace gene

S5 1 NS IOINSTS 41

Eey

s mother M




the reign of Diodletian, He was slave to Aglals, the daughier of a Senator,
e 2 3

of her household and her large forfune. He also lived in formication with her, and was addicted to drink. Desp
he was kind, hospitable to strangers, and generous toward the needy. '

In time, Aglais became roubled in her consclence over her way of life, and began to think of the account that

s

have to give to God for her sins. Some Christians told her of the holy Maxtyrs and, moved by their accounts, she o

jokingly, "And will you honor me as a Saint if { bring back my own body fo you as a relic?”

Boniface traveled to Tarsus with a large escort, well supplied with gold. He went straightaway to the Amphitheater,
where he beheld a number of Martyrs being subjected to awful torments for the pleasure of the crowd, but bearing them all
with patience and serenity, At the sight, the dissolute steward was touched by grace and felt his heaxt melt within him, He
ran 1o the Martyrs, fell at thelr feet and kissed thelr chains, and loudly declared that he too was a disciple of Christ. So he
too was put in chains, subjected to frightful tortures, and finally beheaded, rejoicing and praising God.

Boniface’s escort, mystified by his long abeance, made inguiries and were astonished to discover that their godless and
sinful companion had met a Martyr's death the day before. They paid fifly pounds in gold for his body and brought it back
to Rome, thus fulfilling Boniface's own unwitling prophecy.

An angel of the Lovd appeared to Aglais and said, "Arise and go to meet him who was once your servant and
companion in sin, but has now become our brother. Receive him as your master for, thanls o him, 21l your sins are to
forgiven." Rejoicing, Aglals received her former lover's holy relics and budlt a church in his honos, where many mivacles
were wrought. Aglais gave away her fortune, devoted herself fo ascesis and prayer, and was herself granted the gr:
work miracies. She reposed in peace thirteen years later, assued that the sins of her past had been effaced through the

intercessions of the holy Boniface.

T
0

wning of the Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ
Hieromarlyr Ignatius the God-beares, Bishop of Antioch (107)
There is a radlition that it was the young boy Ignatius whom Christ took upon his knees to explain to His followers that

fhey must become as children to enter the Kingdom. He knew the holy Apostles personally and, with St Polycarp

o o TS = . F2 e e o et N P SO 7. JUGR TR & Gl Tarmelaam oo e o TELT V3 WU LS W, R 4
(February 25) was a disciple of 5t John the Evangelist. He succeeded Bvodus as second Bishop of Antioch, the capital of
Crredo mnd ab Shad 33 g ot Al Dmeerand cibian dn Fhe arreld Elora Sqrrdiema S v A2 1 Gerned 3
Syria and at that Hme one of the largest cities in the world, Heve, during the persecutions of Domitian, he strengthened the

34 1 Iy

thiwl, brought many pagans o Chuist, and prayed that he himself would be granted the crown of meartyrdom. His fock
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called him the Godbearsy, a title that he did not refuse, for he said that all Chrlstians after their Baptism are truly
Chaist, clothed in the Holy Spixit.

When peace was vestored to the Church for awhile, the holy Bishop devoted himself to organizing the young Chued
strong foundations at a time when the last of the Aposties had only recently passed away. He established the pris
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the Grace Imparted 1o the Apostles at Pentecost was handed down to the bishops appointed by them, and so on thar
fne generations: the Apostolic Succession.
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ana of Nicemadia and those with her (3@%}

4

She was &h‘, daughter of 2 prominent family in Nicom n of the pexses s/?&xmsan (286-303)

parents belrothed her to 2 nobleman named Bleusiy; ?ﬁomg; she had

commitied her fife to Christ, and consecrated her vir @Jzz ty m hmo T@ Qm off her suitor, she told him that she would not
marry him until he became Prefect. Eleusius went to work using his fortune to bribe and influence thoss in DOWET, and
m:&ed@d in being appointed Prefect of Micomedia. When he went to Juliana o claim her as his wife, she was forced o

confess herself a Christian, saying that she would never marey him unless he gave up the worship of idols and smbrace
the m?\m of Chaist, For her confession, she was arrested and taken before the Prefect: Hleusiu 18, her onge-ardend suitor. He
was now filled with an ardent rage toward her and, when she W@ﬂ_@ @@g renounce her faith, had her subjected to the 3%@3”

-

sadistic ¢ a,@fi‘&mﬁ’@ﬁ imaginable. Mizaculously, dhe endured these without harm. Witnessing this wondez, 500 men and 13
m arnong the pagans confessed Chalst. The entaged Prefect had ail of them beheaded im
£. Bhe was eighteen years old when she won the Martys's crown,

opolitan of Mescow (1326)

n Volhynia in 1260 and entered a uonastery fhere at the age of thirtzen. Making the Ladder of Saing

i Climnacus his guide in the mona s’.vzic life, is obedience, meekness and willingness 1o undertake tasks th
of

Ha

iately, z.@ﬁowsd f@y

nal were

repugnant to his brethren made him bel wved of i:?:a@m aﬁia, He aiso painted icons amr% was the originator of the Muscovite

7le of Russian iconography. After some years, he left for the small Monsstery of the Transf Gguration in order 0 find the
et favourable to prayer. Saint Mamm%, the m@ﬂms@i itan of Kiev {6 Dec.) visited this monastery and was greatly edified

£
by the vixtues of Peter, whom he decided should be his successor a5 head of the Russian Church, He was confirmed in this
wsolve by an apparition of the Mother of God, ‘md he made the request to the Patriarch of Constantinople on whom the
g 4

Russian Church depended. In 1325 therefore Saint Peter was a‘*@m&,magw% M@"mgm itan of Kiev, of which the see had bee
tramsherred to Viadimir by Saint Mevdmus, after ah@ sack of Kiev by the Tatars. Peler's election was confirmed ed by a Cound L.j,

bt he dened diately encountered opposi ﬁfm frora tne Russlan princes, who were vying with one another for Influence over
the leader of the Chuvrch, Peter’s meskness and charity towards his enerades won him their respect; but alih wugh
iliatory in all that concerned Tffﬁmﬂs}%’ personally, he wa ﬁ@@;@ﬁ%’“i@Sﬁ s&‘i@t as regards the faith m@ moral wprightness,

a 3

v@»’:&xﬁiy opposed intense Muslizn propaganda, and wravelled throughout Russia o confirem the faith. Fe did not
f‘: risk his life for the sake of making peace among the princes and, foreseeing that Russia ﬁ@‘ﬁd reviite @ 1
ah@ of f\/fﬁsm m m teamsferred his ] M@w@pﬂ?a&am e see to that cily and began the construction of the renown
the Kremlin, He gave up his soul to God while aty prayer on 21 December 1326, and many
e Wﬁ?@mvh% at nis tomb.” (Syn mmzw}
(1627)
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After three mv nfm*!f er m;xsaami died in a shipwreck and s ines it
tor the smfmz Christians and thelr families, devoting all hey Hme and wealth fo ‘d‘fs r comfort and care,
(]

e day D*@ﬁ”{m@ﬁ declared that all Chylstians in his prisons should be slain, and his command was carded owt in one
might. The next day Anastasia came to visit her beloved companions and, leamning that all were dead, fell 5@501 g b
gate, no longer caring o conceal her Christian faith from anyone. Almost immediately she was accested and brought
the authorities, who subjected her to every form of abuse. One prefect offered to marry her i she wonld bow o ¥ me% x@iay
but to have her tortured to death if she would not. When she was unmoved, he attempied to rape her, but was s":z“':, ck blix
anel died miserably. She then briefly escaped to Nicaea and found refuge with the plous 5t T mae&ma, but was
along with Theodotz and her children. After further irials and torments Anastasia, Theodota and her f:imdrera
who had been converted to Cheist through Anastasia’s example, were execuied.

Saint Anastasia’s relics were taken to Rome, where a church was built in her honor, The
Constantinople and placed in another church bearing her name, wheve they worksd m

2

meny through her orayers from the effects of polsons and potions, she is ca E”i@d Pha‘*‘:m GCO hrm:z,, ’a De éwwwr Fromn E‘? Hons.
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30 ﬁaci aﬂ of sﬁfmm ﬁh@a
Venerable Pather Paul, ﬁ&mmw@p of Neocaesazea {4th .
This holy bishop was so revered that he was summoned by the Emperor Licinius himself, who attempted to turn t
the Faith. When this failed, the Bmperor ordered that molten metal be poured on the bishop's hands, which left €
Lmlyze L and horribly disfigured. Years went by, Christianity was legalized by Constantine the Great and, when the
ouncil of Nicaea was suramoned, 5t Paul was among those bishops who were called to attend. Many of the bishops who
%&@md ed bore in their bodies the marks of the Lord Jesus (Gal, 8:17): noses, ears or eyes lost, scars and buns from thelr
vials for Christ. At the Cow mcﬁ peror Constantine knelt before 5t Paul and kissed his hands as holy relics, sayin;
will never tive of 'kﬁ &imz these hands ”W“’EECL have Jost thelr 1ife for the sake of my Christ.' After the Councdl, the holy b
served in Neocassarsa for several move years, then reposed in peace,
Our Holy Father Ncﬁm of Ochzid, Wonderworker and Enlightener of the Slavs (~500)
e was a disciple of Saints Cyril and Methodius (May 11), and traveled with them on thelr missionary jousney to the S
With them and their other companions, he endured marng Y irdals, including several imprisonments at The hands of &
Frawks, who were sseking io seize control of the region of Moravia in ozder to Impose the Latin language and to sy m ih
neresy of the filiogue. For a time thelr troubles were zre?ieved by Pope Hadrian I, who supported the mission and mw? Ss
Methodius Axchbishop of Pannonia, with jurisdiction over the Bastern Buropean Slav lands. But when StMethodiv. d,
5t Nahom smé his acom?mv@w 1 were imprisoned once m
/ o continue
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lativity accordin ng to the Flesh of our Lozd, Cod and Savier r fesus Christ
The Synawarion’s account includes This tradition from the é%@i@g%m@@é um of fames: “When Joseph had found a place for
Mazy in Bethiehem, he went out to look for a midwife. On his wey, he noticed that the whole of nature had suddeniy
become utterly sm? as though seized with a:s:@m@hmem the birds hung motionless in mid-air, men and beasts sto
their tracks, and the waters ceasad flowing. The continuous ovement that leads ;very&zin from birth o death and
fzmmiﬁom it in vanity (of Pss. 38:6-7; 10215, Bocles, 1) was suspended, for at that moment the Biernal entered within the

art of time. The pre-eternal God became a newborn child. Time and 1 histery now took on a new dimension.”
The m.&@?ﬁ@ﬁ‘d&'} Who saw fﬁze Lozd
"And there were in the same mmmy Sﬁep%‘fam@ abiding in the field, keeping watch over their ﬁ <by

£

a4

21 ght. And ig, the
zngel of the Lord came upon therm, and the glory of the Lord shone round a}“@nz them. And ¢ y were sore afraid, And
angel said unto them, Fear not: for, beh Ed bring you good tidings of great joy, wihich ghal il

I be to all people. For "w‘

is born this day in the city of David 2 Savious, which is Chuist the Lord. And ﬁ:ﬁi is shall be & sign unto you; Ye shall find the
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying ] Iftud by

0

ost praising God, and saying, Glor
ae Vensyation of the Magl
See Matthew ch. 2. According to the versss of the Feast and most of the Hols v Fathers, the R/Eaggi were astrologers from
f?’ ersia or Babylonda (The Sfmy ture says only that they came "from the east.”™) The star which they followed was n
Inanimaie obiect, but one of the Angelic Powers of heaven, appointed o izad thern to the Savior. From the very begi
the Good News of Christ was proclaimed to the nations.

a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel 2 multitude o
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to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goos
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.{82{3' 829} who in wrn asked
vefused, but cried out Let anyone ﬁ
TAGE At smmg to His amanity, be aﬁa%hym al’ The envaged Em
him in a foul dungeon ai the far ea s’e of the Black Sea for three years.
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hrown into a dungeon whers, alter eigh pain, he gave up his soul %@ (»’3053,.,
precious velics wmm«"i mmany walrs ,,,» s, and were venerated in Constantinople 1 rma ‘zhe‘
when they were iaken to Cherson In the Crimes, then to Chilea near Thalcedon, When most of the Greeks w

from Asaa Minor in 1922, the ?Baﬁpie of Chilea brought the Saint's skull to Greece, where a chiurch was built in §
Pireus; the holy relic may be venerated thers today.
wr Holy Eazé‘g@ﬁ‘ Constantine of Synnada (7ih ¢.)
iHis parents were Jews living at Synnada in Phrygia. One day when he was nine years old, he saw a Christian merchar
snake the sign of the Cross in the marketplace; and in initation, without undesstanding its meaning, he began o make
siga. This berame a habit with him, and he began to imitate other practices of the Christians arcund him, still without an; j
understanding of the Christian faith. But by the power of the Cross, the grace of Chuist began o grow in hing secretly. H

began o hear a voice within him revealing some of the mysteries of Chedstiandty, and he began 7o be filled with a ferw
love for the Bavior.

After the death of his mother, he fled his home fown to escape an m&w@ 1 marriags, and came In Hme to a monastery
in Nicasa. He told his story to the abbot, who baptized him, giving hime the name of Constantine. When the sign of
Cross was made on his head at baptism, a cross appeared visibly on hxu forehead, where It remained for the rest

The holy j Constantine devoted the rest of his days to the ascetical 1ife, excelling in every virtue. It is said thata x:'é ighf@-_‘i

2

scent would £l any place that he went, and that church doors would open spontansously at his approach, He comforted
many by healing thelr mﬁmcms rough his pravers, and was granted the gift of discerning the secrets of hearts. After

o

Yving for some time in Micaes, he travelled to Mi Olympus in Bithynia where e lived as a herwiit. Seaing that there were
£ £

many Jews Hving in that ares, he strove for a time 1o preach the Gospel to them, but was unable to win many of his former

to faith in Christ. He foretold the date of his death eight years beforehand. His final words to his disciples were
is comning o invite me o the feast of Joy.' He then died, and a fragrant scent filled bis cell. His relics ¢

g myreh f07 many years.

31, the commemoration of Sis Devid, Joseph and Janes is kept on Decentber 26,
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