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i DAQ; God and
%73?"5’”’&” Mas ”y 5]
u.ﬂ?‘Sc’;L@ to dadi

alr of doves {Lauke 2:2 'w:f%} from which v

ng to the La

n Ax fhe Eem;é@ the

4 wr—ﬁz’@ poer, since those »

M\

?e@ n that

a lemb. At the Temple, the Lord was met by Zacharias, father of St john the Bag
eoUs Q’-‘vm gon, who had awaited the salvation of Cod for many years. {b Symeon and ,Am?:l HYE COMITIETAOT

PO, ) , vife are told that some Pha za ﬁs seelng the child Jesus recognized as the Messiah of Istael, were envaged, and

ing Herod. Realizing that this must be the child of whom he had been wamed, Herod immediately sent
ezs ’s:@ "‘i Hirn, But the rightecus »Qaaph warned in drean, fled with the child and his wife, the most hely Theotokos,
z“i; o Bgypt, and they were p:«:@seweﬁ

e Feast of the Meeting of the uam. was observed in Jerusalern at least from the fourth cenduxy. Its obse
brought to Constantinople by &Ehe Braperor Justindan in 542, In the West it is called the Feast of the Purification of the
dMother of God, or Candlemas Day.

ghteous Symeon the Godreselver and the Propheiess Anna
“There is an ancient tradition that the holy, righteous elder Symeon, who came from Egypt, was o

“"0
Jews chose nmﬁ days of the Pharoak Piolemy Philadelphus (285-246 BC) for the tas!

o
ly and Ri

\QZC Fizs /’l/,;w«p, 7 {0

LA A AL

Greek, and that to Symeon %f&m assigned the wanslation of the book of the “mzsh me When he w

passage whers the Prophet foretells the viegin birth of Chzist, saying: Behold, a vi all concatve, and ¥
sﬁaﬂ vall his narme | zamam@ei {Is. 71143, e was 50 perplesed that he took a p@ﬁl{zm arase the word vix g@
replace it by ‘young women'. At that reoment, an angel of God appeared and preven e»;?ih from alb zﬁ

2

explatning that what sesraed fmpossible to him was, in facl, a prophecy of the coming fnto this world o

cordiem the truth of this, he promised that Symeon would not see death until he had seen and 4 *@uah
Viegin, When, after many long years, Christ was brought into the Temple at Jerusalem by the &ﬂH@?& Y
the Holy Spirit revealed to the Blder Symeon that the time of fulfilroent of the promise had fomeo He humn Eecfz to the Temple

3

iy F;
Messiah was ready |

1, taking the Child in his arms, he was able to say wholeheartedly to God: Lord, now lettest ﬁmw Thy servant depart in
b &
2 accordiing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation (Luke 2:29). For indesd, fhe Elder Symeon was the

i”{)

rael of the Old Testament, w"@‘mh iz @ aws i@c the coming of &f’

1 feath nf T ﬁ@@@@

N, ﬁfm f}m; ¢ Phanuel, was elghty-fous id., E%mae thee ’;.113/ death of her?
@ of the 3@1 ue. She is the patiemn for holy widow
¢ Tam gm, offering th ae

a8

nad §§%z lifein the

ar 1@:‘% monks, who have freed mm‘aﬁ Eiv?es of worldl ’y ares in Q”’ dez to d

wton of the Lord's coming. And when, like A na and Symeon, they have seen @
. e

¢ heart and touched Him theough s}’q ir splriival g%m&@s, they @m% i with ‘mj BT Zi 285
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He was born to 2 noble fami by in Alewandda. For a e : n Pelusivn in Sgyot; but soon his love %
things of God led him to fles to the Deser? as & solitary. After a year of aﬁcemaaﬁ .?ﬁife; he returned o Pelustum, where he

was @mamﬁﬁ to the priesthood. After o few years he retived | @ a monastery where he spent the rest of his life, eventually

iy

ozcoming Abbot. From the monastery he wrote thousands of episties @5 divine grace and wisdom; of these maore than

gekixe]

Gy

two thousand sill survive,

Saint Isidore was 2 student and cdevout disclg
C}; v %W&f ne Patrierch of Alexandria, he refus , e 5t Jm
' e hilm a sirong letter reminding him not to heed a,h@ kbl

2,

zesitre commemoration of 54 A:»r:%a? %s‘mp of M@ﬂg@u%m
ot Jobhn, Is is@@ﬁ thougt

Tuen Tiurienen T Sammrs
& LAYme L,u,w.g '

Who iﬂzas:% ;i S Ag
7, since you ave ple 1&5@? o mw& me this name, th 178 VOu 10 put ar this dissension
lest a permanent breach be made under he pretext o
With reputation came persecution, and St Teidore j‘fema much from Imperial and church authorities w ops
oly influence, He bore all Q’ﬁ@gﬂ '&i‘@ﬂbﬁi@@ Impassibly, and in 440 {accord! 1 0 One souree) or about 449 (acc :m:mg fex
axe @i%wmegof fully gave up his sou! to God,

& Cordl of New Lake wm}'@@a sy {1537)

o
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imter bis father visited
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viaced a marble slab on her foml c;
ltverance of her fatherdand.

\ Mt Etna erupted and Catas
and pagans t@f*‘e i’p mmema%aeztmg the inscription on her tomb, tosk
i sarme sniracle has hﬂ;}p ened many Hnes in {

river of lava, »

Saint Agatha is éi»;a,;&i&ég as n@ Protectress of Catemia and Sicily, loved and honored by Christiar
West,

{

Our Holy Father Polyenctus, Patriarch of Constantinople (§70)
Born in Constantinople, he was made a eunuch i1 ¢ ildhood by his parents, who hoped that he wou

go into the
so distinguished himaself for his holiness and learning that in %a he

Byzantine civil service, But he became a monk, snd
was made Patriarch of Constantincple by the Emperor Constantine W’i Porphyrogenitos. In his own day he w:
Second Chaysostom’ for the power of his preaching and his zeal :.m“ he Orthodox faith.
In 957, St Polyeuctus baptized the Russian princess 5t Olga (July 11) in Constantinople
propnetic words: 'Blessed are you among all the woraen of Russia, fm you have
Moreovar, the childien of the Russian land i
few Martyr A ";mg;' of Athens (1774)
"Saint Antony was the son of poor Christians from Athens. In order to help his parenis, hie entered theserviceof an
Alpanien Muslim at the age of twelve. In 1770, c,wfmg me repression which followed the Greek rising in the Peloporness,
s masters sold Z”Wﬁ to some Turks, who tried in vain to convert him. He was then sold to a succession of five harsh,
ratical masters, but he remained unshaken in the Faith, and was bought at last by a Christian mp@%;mzm in
aving besn wamed one right in a dresm that he would recsive God's help to obtain the glory of
7 in the street by one of his former masiers, who meg 1 ghowuting to the passers-by
wed to the cou Mm?;d ek
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s

s you in every generation. He fell asleep in peace In 970.

S-"

Constantinople

smﬂﬁﬂu@m, he was recognized next &

at the yamw Ch wmn was has rumawa; j slave and an apostate from Isiam. Antony was ¢

2 Was 'fmﬂmw o c}w ¢ 2 thousand deaths for the love of Christ. "You wor
the judge. Unable to pers:

5
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4_'!‘. 2 ek
Ay JS? COTRTIREET

rsion in order to save his |
e other C‘fm mm wTl

fudge vehas
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Oz Vensable Rather Lul

Once P was exivernely (. The Saint ze
at avaric is that vor 1 therr, and you
will recover. The Mei litan had bimself carried %o the dhurch on a streiche w:iu licly gave aj?; his possessions to the
P the Metzropolitan that his own death

poor. Three days Aafaer hewas ¢ ORI
was near and, soon affer returning to Lampsacus, reposed in peace,
¢ the New of Mouni Stivion (-85
Is there such a thing as 2 natural monk? Saint Luke was born in 895 to pious parenis who came z@m Aeging but were
foread to settle on the Greek mainland due o Saracen raids. From his earliest years, he showed a desire for a life of ascesis
and contemplation usually only found in seasoned elders. He abstained from all flesh, cheess, egaw,, i delicacies, dx
only walter, and kepta o ﬁ:a‘% fast on Wednesdays and Fridays. While herding cattle or filling the family f "iei»:}s,, he wor
often give away his food and even his clothing to m@ m)ux', returning home naked. When his father died, he a@:}mﬁ@m@d
fario work to devm@ hirnself entirely to prayer, making such progress that he was ofien lifted above the ground while
caz aymg, After a ime he s@c@*‘iy left home and @mefeﬁ a monastery in Athens (he was now only fourtesn years old), bv £
the abbot sent him %@m@ ter seeing his mother every night in dresm, tearfully calling for her son. He returned home for a

wm% but when he had obtainzd her permission to leave once again set ouf upon the monastic life, He waveled ?ﬁfi.deiy

.
i3l

EEVE
s

i

1141

le, eh
living a5 a hermit in various places, sometimes attached to a monastery and sometimes not. Often he W@u!.d be forced to -
move by the number of visitors who leamed of his holiness, no matter how secretly he tried to live, and came & him &

prayer or a word of counsel or prophecy. Once he lived for three years on the island of Ampelon; his s;sfcsx wouid
f‘“f*ﬂagmn:z“y bring him some bread, but he gave much of i away to the needy or to passing sailozs. Finally, his health
A 3,
&4

1e endreatios of his disciples and settled at 2 place called Stirion {which may |

L

f‘ﬁ'
po]

% oyl

naged, he refurned to the mainiand at
fomp*z@fn of Soterion), where he built 2 hermitage,
Saint Latke fell il in his seventh y@&m’ at Stirion. Embracing his disciples, h asked them o pray for him, prophesymy

ere he died would someday be ifmz site of a great church and monastery; he then reposed in peace and joy.

is

e place »

His tomb exuded a fragrant oil w?;ﬁch was collected ma‘.i burned in 2 Jarap, and many miracles and healings were
wrought at the tomb, As the Saint had pre c"m::m, two churches and a monastery were buili there, and the monastery of
Hosios Lukas bacame a great place of pilgrimage, as it remains to this day.
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- o Sory 2 ¥ oy 3 -0 o W By TET
O&"f‘f& ander in the In A axray, and < acien of Pontps. The

Ermperor deterndned to visi

% was a devrout !

; by, oo turn him rorn Chrdst,
W“ﬂw the Exaperor came 1o Heracles, Saint Theodore met him with all honos, and

his service o the state, Licintus then publict j’ bade Theodore reake sacrifice to the gods. Theodore asked that b

3
o
oY, BN

it

7 £

the Bmperor in fuwn pradsed him for
%

pon at home, and promised that the following da j i“

2

g Theodore &

i

e most venerable gods, made @E: gold and sflver, to altend 1
winor them before the people. ‘E’“w Eraperor, thinking that he had succeeded in vesior
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dlict, pa triarch of monasticlsm in the West (March 14), and his constant fellow-lab

?**z e vine d in nef bmmv monasteries; though they mved one another deardy j hey met only once a
yeaz, sg, and spixitual wmmfrsaiz@ﬂ, then parting after sharing a simple meal. At thelr mesting in
543, she pr @v&ie i1 her brother fand 'i'h- monk who accompanied him) o break his own m@mashc rule and g"m writh b
in vigll through -the uvh Three days later, as Benedict looked out his cell window, he saw bic sister's soul in the form of ;
dove ascending o heaven,

mecommeﬂdm The Holy Twins: Benedici and Scholastics, a beautifully llustrated children's book abowg the two Saiuts; by

Kathleen Norris, Hilustrated by Tomie dePacla.
Our Venerable Father Prochorus of the Kiev Caves (1107)

" A wonder-worker of the Monastery of the Caves in Kiev, he was named the Urach-eater because the whole time he lived
in the monastery, he never tasted bread but fed himself on orach [a kind of wild spinach] prepared according to his own
particular method as 2 sort of bread. When he gave someone some of this bread with his blessing, it was as sweet as honey,
but if someone stole sorne, it was as bitter as wormwood,

"'Ai one timne, when there was a dearth of sali in Russia, Prochorus distributed ashes to the people for salt, The ashes that
stributed with his blessing became sal; i

oy

&
S

o

ashes, however, that anyone took for himself remained ordinary ashes. Prince

S ryﬁ%; opolk ordered that 2l the ashes from Prochorus’ cell be brought to the court without his permissicn, let alone his
blessing. When the ashes were brought thers, it was obvious to everyone that th ney were ashes and not salt, Then Prochorus
told all the people who came o him for salt to go o the prince's court, and, when ¥hr prince threw the ashes away, ®

o

tnermn and use them as salt. This they did, and the ashes again became salt. The prince himself, learning of this, was filled

‘ﬂ

with a deep respect and love for him and, when Prochorus died in 1107, placed him with his own hands in a grave near the

s

great Russian sam%:s, Antony and Theodosius.” {Prologue).

@5

FepnuaRy 1

tyw Blaise, bishop of Sebaste (316)
ie was born in the province of Armenia, and was 2 physician by profession. Such was his reputation for holiness that his

fellow-citizens elected him Bishop of Sebaste in eastern Anatolia. Though there were few Christians in that pagan city, the
'bzzsh@pi bored Hrelessly for his fodk, encovraglng them to stand firmn during the fierce persecutions then ?’agm and

‘ g the mariyrs in p;s o

hen the city was sizipped of Christians, aﬁ of Wzmm had fled or been killed, the bishop, already an m:f‘ man, withdrew
0 a cave on Mount Argea md devoted himself entirely to pra yer. As they often do,the wild beasis sensed his sanclity, and
gathered around the cave, waiting quietly for him f:@ g:we his blessing or heal their injuries and ailments,
The persecutors, who had not stopped hunting for the ! s cave, and were armazed o fng

a secondl Bden, with h@ms, iwem, bears anc waﬁ VES Z Saint grested them cheerfully and

10id fhem fhat ﬂ
As Jiamsm Was &&ik@ﬂ back 3&@ udban@, y

£ "KZ?} PELR | c@zrmﬂg

peace and ge ANTiENes

w the Saint were enough .

to faith in Christ. Disesses of men and endmals were cured as he walked by.
@m@ mothe 3 down the ok

o was chokin
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7
heophany in Moscow.

£ ™ e s
1 ALABSRTY
: s saint i wel i3 worth reading in full. What did hex
God? At the age of ighiae@n, ine went off Into 2 mountain in Cappadocia called the Ark and spent }5 years in fagting, vigils

znd prayer, and struggling with manifold tempiations. When 2 worman came {0 tempt him agva he saw tha
&

into sin with hex, he leapt barefoot i and he had

1o the five and stood in it untl the patn brought forth tears rom his
killed all lust within himself, When othér temptations avose, he fled o a ) lonels v rock in the sea and lived there, When,

-2
E<3)
‘J

though, in a shipwreck, a worman swam to the rock, he leapt into the sea intending to drown himself, Buf a dolphin togk

“zim upon izs back and brought him, by Geod'd providence, to the shore. He then decided to make nowhere hi pez
home but to travel incessantly. Thus he pased through 164 towns in two years, exhorting and advising the people. F
finally sxrived in Athens, wheve he died in 422." {Prologue)
loly Aposties and Maxtyrs Priscllia and Aquila ' B
Aguila and his wife Priscilla {or Prisca) were jews from Pontus who settled in Rome, where they wm'kaé 48 fent-makers,
When the Emperor Claudius expelled all Jews from Rome in 49-50, they moved to Coringh. {They may already have been
Christians; 2t that time the Bmpire wa«c&e no distinction betwesn Christians and Jews.) In Corinth srh.ev iE'ﬁ d the Apostle

¢

Pautl, who lved and worked with them for awhile (Acts 18:1-3). They worked diligently with the A p g, traveled with
himn, and were considered worthy to b:mg Apollos (December 8) to a full knowledge of the Faith {(Acts "8 26)
Priscilla and Aquila returned to Rome around 58, and later went to Ephesus; they were living there when 5t Pau K

& 8%

h‘zs ms&ﬁmﬁﬁ@ Txm@m;rf Bishop of Ephesus, to gree them (2 Tim. 4:19). It was probably in Ephesus that they were maxiyre
by the pag

weon the M I E‘w a@«;mw founder of the Chilandar Monastery {(1200)

He was born in 1114, In the world, he nuled the kingdom of Serbia as Stephen Memanja; after ruling wisely and merditully

for many years, he renounced all worldly wealth and glory In 1195 to become a monk. Traveling to the Holy Mountain, he

ook for his spiritual father his own son Sava, who had preceded him in renouncing royal honor for a life of prayex.

Togsther Symeon (as he was named in monastic life) and his son founded Hilandar monastery, His wife Anna became

nun, taking the name Anastasia; she iz also commemorat s& as a saint of fhe Church, After his repose, St Symeon's relics

fragrant and healing myrrh. Saint Sava brov s father's hioly relics m&g to Serbia. The Synaxerion says "Fron

by*m@ v's empty tomb at Chilandar, a vine mfacv"i« u éi'w sprang up whose dried grape seeds are to this day &

.

we world as a blessing for childless married couples.”

rria. As a young man, he distinguished himeelf as 2 member of the court of fhe Bmyp
i%y @f the *fi@f‘i@g henors and pleasures, he became a monk in Constanting p wud
lount Oxela near Chaleedon, which

reclusion; but in time he was dis

or his teaching, blessing,
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2 b 2 3 Fl
, becaras a spivitual centder, ag: nask rospital. Satn

smkosf with his own ha m{s), working m
With the notorious "Bxchange of Populations' of 1922-19 fugsss voured Into Chios, m
and girls, In response to i: a vision of the Mother of God, St A

grew rapidly, despite the opposition of many who said that se iz:zg P Such a community
mmmm\mj soon housed mw&*j auns and was known througout Greece 25 a model of monastic ] if*—z, Father A&'amm*@s FEXYR
as priest o the nuns, end continued to receive the many faithful — offen sbxty or seventy per day — who came o him for
prayer or counsel, He carried on fhis mimigﬁ"y for moze than thirty years, working many mdracles of healing. When he was

0

100 old to work with his hands, he retired to his call and prayed that he be enabled to serve his neighbor until his last
reath. He reposed in peace at the age of nine ;};:»@z‘c, mourned and revered by the whole island of Chios.

Feeruary 1
M

3

o

rYES ?smp}‘ums and those with him, at Cagsares in Palesline {308}
These twvelve holy Martyrs suffered in the reign of Diocletian.

&l

o

"The first of these, Pamphilius, was priest in the church at Caesarea in Palesting; 2 learned and devout man, be comectec
the mistakes of various coplers In ﬂ*z@ text of the New Testament. He himself copled this saving Book and gave it to any

wh@ @esue@ i, *‘s.e @eﬂ@md was a deacon, Valenting, old in years and white with wisdom, He was grea’% expariing
The thizd was Paul, a respectad and eminent man, who had on a previous
*-;@%i@'@ cen cast nto the @z ¢ for the sake of Christ. With thern were five Egyptians, brothers both in blosd and scv! who
were reburning to thelr native land froxn serving a sentence in the mines of Cllicla, As they reached the gale of the t
Ca@&w»a they sad that they were Christians, and were therefore brought to trial, When asked their mme@, fhey replie:
"We have cast away the pagan names given us by our mother, and are calied Elias, Isalah, Jeremial, Samuel and Dandel.
when asked wheve the; j were from, they replied: From Jerusalem that is ebove.” They were all beheaded, and a young man

o

called Porphyrius, who had searched for their bodies to give them buzial, suffered soon M@xwafdm Him they burned. An

iy

¢

officer, ”e}mms, who had c&m@ up ko the martyrs and embraced them before the sword descended on their heads, was als:
burned, and an old man, Theodulus, a servant of the Roman judge, who had embraced one Of the marlyrs while they were
undler escort. Lastly Julian, who had kissed the dead bodies of the mariyrs and honoured them, followed them in death. So

FL4
weley for the precious and death for immmortality, and weni to the L

they exchanged the small for the greater, the tay
308.° (P*@:«f@» HEy

The Synaxarion concludes, "Alter the martysds

o

where they lay as food for carnivor ous animal

LRI

gave orders tha «i: his i@@d‘}f znd those of n“ €0 ﬂp’h’&i@f‘"’ 13 should be &

nimnal came near thelr holy relics, whid

]

the Christians were able to

account of ‘x:fa@sm Visrtyrs was writien by Buseblus of Caeseres, Pamphiliug’ disciple.
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, ety T Ty e ey L T sF w3l 3
& monasiery was bag e name of Philothea, and she, b

q

matdservants, and mary young woraen of the city, became fhe first nuns Philothea continued in her
compassi@ n for the 9@3 d infirmr, v tended. She was 5o freg in her almsgiving &
the monas iefy was lef h tfood or amsf ne c&::;siﬁes 0%‘ life, and the sisters began to comnplain abou ‘

large donations az:pe.,zim nex p&c%;ed%y and saved the comraurily from starv. ﬁo&
Philothea offered :as"ﬂum and refuge to Christian slave women who s@a& fled their masters to preserve their faith and
chastity. This angered the Turks, who surrounded the monastery, seized Philothes, and brought her before the fudge. She
was told to deny Chest or éi@; and when she vefused was sentenced to death; but some influential Athenian Gresks were
able to Intervene on her behalfl and to obtain her relesse.
Imroediately upon her release she vedoubled her prayezs, her apostolic labors and her works of mercy, and was soon

4,

granted the gift of working miracles and healings. So many disciples came to join her that she established 2 second
monastery. Her growing influence amused the hatred of some of ﬁihe 'la‘m&s, who broke into the monastery one ."ug’m an

beat her violenily, leaving her half-dead. She bore the effects of her injuries patiently, and after a short time gave bz
soul to God in 1589, :

Twenty years after her repose, a beautiful scent began to issue from her tomb. Her precious relics, venerated at the
Cathedral in Aa.h& , venaln ncorrupt to this day.

€430y La PO
2 in Sicily ~780)

t the tme of the first p s of the holy icons. He was bomn in Ravena to 2 noble family, and becar
] Qp of his native city, Soon his reputation as & wue shepherd of Christ's flock spread, and he was @i@cﬁmd Bishop .

s

in Sicily. Asisso @ﬁ%@r true even today, the city, though nomdinally Christlan, was plagued by superstition and
aganist, The :g@iy bishop set about to turn the peopls away from exrox: by his :@my&m he caused a pagan femple fo
cwﬂiap% and built a charch on its site, dedicated to the Forly Maryzs of Sebaste, Al that time the entire island was under |
oppressive rule of a magus named Heliodorus, who used all his magical skills to oppress the people and advance his
"%@agﬂ he had been taken capiive he was always able to escape his captors br
e

by Imperial order, and c@ndeﬁme@ to death, h ;
his oecult skills. Saint Len, who sought the conversion of everyone,did his best to turn the magus to Christ, but to no effect.
One day Heliodorus entered the church during the Divine Liturgy, modking the ;ﬁjsi@mea of Christ. The Dﬁlﬁi carne out of
@ sanctuary and , casting his omophorion over the mocdker, instantly depris ec? him of his demnonic powers. The Prefect of
ordlered the magus to be bumt alive. Bishop Leo went to the staike with him, but emerged unmarked without even
il of fire upon him, wi dorus was burnt to ashes,
zZ tched by his love and compassion for the poor and defenseless, for
Gy gas

"

‘:min‘g Leo's ferceness in defense of the Faith was ma

whom he poured himself out unceasingly wit ;@*:a*s o3, alms and visit i@n By hisy &yﬁ“ he restored ¢
and healed the paralyzed. After his repose, his holy relics, which exuded a fragran w1 IMYINN, WEIe Veney

he had founded in honor of Saint L 'ma,
wonder-worker of Egypt (466)
“An g G'yp;imzw %y Glrth, Abba Bessarion was inifiated into the angelic life by Sa
liscipl e of :éaam Mararius, the founder of Scelis (19 Jan.), and | fa:-é
rovidence u‘;e 2 bird | zsy the wind, Al his w, V@nlsv ey in S%

popa
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o, he replied: Kee

1 e midst of people one can obiain the grace of the great

'é‘@:’f@?r‘am‘f' ms VAT

L what a maonk Bvinginc

EHST Q*f@‘ﬁf%?i; md;ed this is how even
" {Syna

2,

aghery of Valaam (1578)
cty-fove venerable famcexs of the Monastery of the Transfi
a paf.«:y of comveris to Lutheranisen who besieged th 1@ monastery a
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ﬁmasﬁcrm 2 Bishos Berea ( u Council of
the Arian heresy. His zeal for the Faith arou Lofv neretics, who corrvened a cownci in
nere, by m%v*@.s of slandlers and false Rf’:i"i‘%“&‘l@%@ﬁ, @sf were able to have the holy bishop depose
e he died a few years later,

7t cased a schism in the Chuech of Antiodh whi t healed until 414 (see

 publicly praised Bustathius as a Mestyr, and his velics were fnelly bre @“ﬁgﬁm back o
5

&

A mm W

}f} (XQ

d eseiled

&

. SRS

/

ey i 23
20, .«u w‘.»

0

;ﬁm:cmm 0482, The f§yﬂﬁm rion says "The people then \Nem in jubilation o meet him wzﬂ‘f' 3. Qﬂtf* _@@ gmemfsy a&ﬁj escorbed

entry fnto his city, which thus recovered e unity :

1 25 he made a

wicn of O

ke

E
e

£ Won 8 wi
i o o0, w20 £ 2 o B g v
Patvizrch of Consten

canong, and adde

e e oyomy Ga e £ a4
K &Q(a&; entali m ok l,

h gt Consta mﬁ;"m@m@ ang
= Nomocn

was elact

SR I of . &k v .
"ﬁ)ifvé’ﬂff 7%, A’é’%‘ LET TR Weas
\J&” Lord

S ’?q«;*@’f@@i e

3 0 one ace

4
sy e
k»}! L0588

SN e

25 & SRR




ts died as ¢

g &

lisciple, says that S
'mm‘?’yz

3@;{

o

a &evom l;,@y named Callista, A s a child, the Saint was so eager to follow the commandroenis o
£

amptied his foster-mother’s pantey o feed the poor. Since her supph@& were always mmm@m%y renewed, Callista
changed his name from Pancrating to Poly ;kaf“pas, meaning Much frull

When grown, Polycarp became a disciple of 5t John the Theologian, and in time became Bishop of Smyrma; it is told
the messages to the Church al Smyma in the Book of Revelation are addressed to St Polycarp and his flock, He knew St
1 ﬂa@m of Antioch personaily, and some of thelr correspondence is preserved.

Polycarp led his Church in holiness for more than fi:fi:y years, and became known throughout the Christian wosld as a
frue shepherd and standard-bearer of the Faith. About the year 154 he traveled to Rome and consulted with Pope
Anacletus on the defense of the Faith,

Not long after he returned to Smyxna, a ferce persecution was unleashed against Chaistians in Asia Minoz; along with
many others, 5t Polycarp was arrested, having predicted his imuminent martyrdom. {The account of his martyrdor th
toliows is based on eyewiimess accounts gathered Inunediately after his death.) ,

”""m the evening of Holy Friday, soldiers burst into the fatnehouse where he was staying, The Eish@m welcomed them

cheerfully, and ordered that 2 meal be prepared for ther. He was granted sore time to pray, and for two hours stood
comimemorating everyone that he had known and praying for the C ? nurch throughout the world. His capiors sorrowed tha
they had come fo take such a venerable man, and reluctantly took him to the Proconsul. When wrged to deny Chidst and
save his iffe, the aged Saint replied, For eighty-six years { have been his servant, and he has wronged meinnothin =~ v
can I blaspheme my King and Savior?' Told that he would die by five if he did not apostatize, Polycarp replisd "You
threaten me with a fire that burzs for a short time and then goes out, while you know nothing of the fixe of fhe judgment &
come and of the everlasting torment awaiting the wicked, Why wait any longer? Do what you willl

Placed on the pyze, Polycarp lifted his eyes heavenward and gave thanks o God for finding him worthy to share with
e holy Martyrs of the cup of Christ. When he had said his Awen, the executioners 1i the fire. The eyewilmesses wiite that
fire s sprang up : around bim like a curtain, and that he stood in f.is wmidst glowing like gold and sending forth a delightiu
scent of incense. _M.mg that the five was not harming him, the executioners stabbed himywith a sword. His blood flowed s
copiously that it put out the fire, and he gave back his soul to God. His relics were burned by the persecutors, but
: a@d a few fragments of bone, which were venerated for many generations on the anniversary of his zepose.

»
P}
0D m
e

ey of 3t Gregory “ﬁhse@wgﬁm {Jan. 25}, and the daughier of St @i"’“‘”@i‘f] Nazisnzen the Elder

1) and St ‘s"\% e (A mws& } She married Alyplus, 2 citizen of leondum, and with him had fhree daughters. She
ecarne 2 holy guide to countless Christians w %@se lot it was to live out thelr Faith in the world. The Synaxarion says, "Hes
wisdom and knowledge of all that pertaing to godliness made her the very modsl of a Christian wife, Her relatives, fellow-
gzé’:sw ens, andl NUIETOUSs strangers guzad 1 her as & counselior who would indicate the Christizn response in any of the

knotty problerns which they encountered while ﬁvmg :m the world. She was foremost in her care for the cuwrches of Tod,

27‘)

and in her respect for the priests and clergy, to whom the doors of her house were always open, Neither hadl shehe
aﬁm:«swwmv nor in compassion for all the afflicted, so that you could well say that, like righteous job, she was ayes fo the
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[Mote: Sirailar conmunities late is:f-mng up in the West, practicing what was m ve called Laus Pevenwis; St Colunban
nick anty of these.} Always desiring to spread th @ holy Gospel, Saint A i
outhern 15'. ym He and a company of 150 da.&c ples set out 25 a kind of trave ‘ ing

ges they visiied, f:w@ﬂm&ﬁy they j settled in some abandoned baths in Antioch
mionastery 1@ unceasing praise of God; but a § ’eaﬁwg bﬁs%@p: lrove then f::@m the ms:y Maldng hi
Constaniin pie, fe settied there with four monk nan fous a&mdr@a monks

to join his community. The Saint organized ih@mx nio three mm

2, P

ogram of unslesping prayer that his cotmnurdly had pra

%;m envy and anger of the abbots whose mﬁﬂ% eries “3*\ 1 beenn

: d in 428. {The Mess

prayer.) Alexander was sent ?f}&@k to 5

they were ieeased 'ﬂr@s& ﬁe@ the ity to 3@* '

£ ;wr\fﬁ,g monasteries, often persecuted, unt
on earth. {Synaxarion)
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belisved |
5 were mzpm@%a; :

ars raveling from place to place,

He cholxs which he had so well imitated

The practice of unceasing praise, established by St Alexander, spread froughout the Bmpire. The Monastery of hie

Akoimet :)‘L, founded by a 8t Marcellus, a successor of Alexander, was established in Constant tnople and became a

to the Chelstian world, "Bven though it has not been retained in fodas 2y's practice, the unceasing w aise established br

&s@aﬁ@s was inffuential in the m’mﬁ@n of the daily cycle of hit wirgical offices in the Bast and even more so In the
West. (Synaxarion)
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eﬁfaaﬁsh their ifa adfmaﬁe 1 i
Martin of Tours in Roman tmes,

g himself was converted and received holy Baptism at the hands of St Augustine; a crowd of his subjects

followed hm exampie. When St Augustine was consecrated bishop, Aethelberht allowed him o be made Archbishop of
Camnterbury and gave his own palace fo serveasa monastery. The king worked steadily for the conversion of the
neighboring kindoms, and in 604 establiched an episcopal sse in London. Unlike some Christian rulers, he refusad to see

fcxs) k]
The kin

zayyone converted forcibly.

Saint Asthelberht reposed in peacs in 616, after reigning for fifty-six years. He was buried in the Church of Saints Peter
and Paul, which he had esteblished, Many miracies were worked at his tomb, where 2 lamp was kept it perpetually yniil
the monastery was disbanded by the protestants in 1538.

ke

Tarasios, azchbishoy of Constantineple (808)
He was a nobleman born in Constantinople, and distinguished himself in a secular career, rising in the year 760 to the ra:
of protasecreiis, Principal Secretary of State to the Emperor Constantine VI and his mother the Erapress Irene, who was

FEBRUARY 25
2

&
hecki

serving as regent.,
His tife took a sudden turm when, in 784, Patriarch Paul 1V resigned, recommending Tarasios as the only man capable o
restoring the Patriarchate, ravaged by the iconoclast heresy, to true Faith and full communion with the other E“amarmah&
wrasios, though vnwilling, was virtually forced to accept the Patriacchate by the rulers and the Senate: heagreeda "
condition that an Bcumenical Coundil be surmoned immediately to put an end o the iconodlast heresy. Ina few r%ajf& a2
was raised from a layman tox m@h all the degrees of the clergy and on December 25 784, was consecrated Archbishop o
Constantinople.
At Saint Tarasios' insistence, the Imperial rulexs summoned a Chuzch Coundil, whah met at Constantinople in 786,
Before its sessions had even begun, iconoclasts burst into the church and drove out the Fathers, who were forced to
reconvene i Nicaea, where the first session opened. Patriarch Tarasios presided, and the Councll concluded witha
condemmnation of the iconoclast heresy and the restoration of veneration of the holy images.
Asg Archbishop, the Salrd was a model of humility, compassion, and ﬁmm@ss in the Faamu He *«xmsea have any
1o the knwiry that had corrupted the clergy at that time. His works of &

servents and dressed simply, a iving re

were 8o great th rae known to the people as 'The new Joseph'”: he founded hospices and _;83.&..’{3, distribuk
Church's wealth freely to the poor, and often Invited the poor to his own table fo shexe s simple fare. He insisted on

exercising ali gentlensss and mercy in restoring repentant heretics o the Churdh, 2 ?@?sy hat mnet with opposition ﬁ‘@m
fhe more severe leaders of the Siudion monastery. At the seme time he was vnbending in the defense of the Faith: when the
Ex mperor Constantine came of age he repudiated his wife Mary in order to marry Theodots, one of her servants, the
Patriarch refused to bless the adulterous union and threatened the Emperor with excommunication i he persisied in sin.
T §1 e Bm ga ror hadl Tarasios imprisoned, forced his liclt wife to enter a monastery, and found a priest, j@se?h, 10 bless bis

d marziage. The following year Constantine was blin ded and J@M:mﬂoi, and Tarasios regained his freedom,

”””faf holy wt&‘mﬂﬁm continued 1o serve his Chuech faithiu Hy, ogew a*ymg the episw‘@m throne for a total @f Twventy-six
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example of holiness, and by the many miracles that were wrought ¢
g from a long drought, the Saint mafﬂezreafi the city j’» s Chrdstians {wi

e

hils ink ;':@3&30@& ("»z@e

old them to fast, and celebrate d an all-ndght vigil, The nes , 28 the Bishop ¢
egsion through the ity 1 began to rain, At this, 127 pagans were conve z“‘?.’-& When the pagans'

7.

*vi@iien\c amaciﬁs mmmwd, Porphyvius appealed to ”&. w2 Smperor Arcadivs for an edict dosing of the

With the support of St John Chirysostom the edict was :ismeﬁz, When the Imperial represent
accomparnied by Bishop Porphyrius bearing the Cross A»:m “@cﬁm in the city’

) pleces. Bight temples were destroyed, and a Chaich
Faith and, af?c@:f instruction, were baptized by the Saint,

ter twenty-five years 28 bishop, duw
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53 time the Sea an Woman, sud those with her (68)
She was the Samaxitan Worman who met Christ at Jacob’s Well fjohn ch

5

s called the fizst to prock

wisters {Pﬂ 1”;»3 Photis Parasceva, and Cyriaca), and her sons (Victor and ]
for Christ, After the martyrdom of ¢ h ky Aposties Peter and Pavl, she traveled %@'
Sha, » :”"m‘ﬁwr C‘m stan sisters and sons, 21l et mavtyrdom nnder the perseculions o

mmariten Woman during the :%agmai BERS0N.
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860, in the waning years of the Ottornan Empire. In his
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e of Antioch, the frst Avab to occupy the pairiarchal throne

{1

In 1901, Paiviarch Meleting was eled

ears. Several proposals were mads fo a’a’»r* Archimandrite Raphael to a sze In Syria; but he refused a1l such off
out the Orthodox people's great and little-met needs in North America. Tn 1904, the Moscow Patrisrchate made b

4,

of Brooklyn, the first Crthodox bishop to be consacr, g:'. on American soil. He redoubled his alveady impressive
work, ordaining priests to the many new parishes ¢ m&’i he had founded, and assisting Saint Tikhon {then Bishop of North
America} in the care of his huge diocese, In 1905 he laid the foundation of the M@msﬁ‘e vy of 5f Tikkhon In Pennsylvania,

The bishop saw the importance of integrating the faithiul into the life of thelr new homeland, and was an eardy advocad
of the use of English in American Church services. When Isabel Hapgood's Ser z’ ce Book — the first uselud English
ranslation of the Church's services — was published in 1905, he advocated its use in all his parishes.
In 1912, St Raphael was found to be suffering from heart disease, but continued his exhausting pastoral work for two
more years. In 1915 he was finally unable fo continue, and reposed after two months' illness.

When his relics were transported in 1998 from Brooklyn to Antiochien Village in Ligonier, PA, they were found o bs
incorrupt, and in 2000 he became the rost recently glorified Saint of North America.

In Novth America 5t Raphael is commemorated on the enniversary of his vepose: February 27 on the CévillNew Calendar, February
14 on the Julian Calendar. He is also commemoraied with the Synncxis of Saints of Novih America on the Second Sunday after
Pentecost. The Patriarchate of Antioch also commenmorates him, but on Saturday before the Synazxis of the Archangels (Novenber 8),

x

ur Venerable Father Titus of the Lavra of the Klev Caves {1190

Titus and Evagrius, two monks in the famed Kiev Caves @aw&, were dear frfends who, through the instigation of the

demons, ai&@wmci a disagreement o descend into mutual enmity. Despite the efforts of their brother monks o reconcile

them mutual hatred grew, to the exdreme that when ong of them censed the church, the other would fum ane 7k
et
Titus fell gravely ll and, fecling that his end was near, at last repanted and asked that Bvagrius come and be reconciled
vrith hl . Bvagrius was unwilling, but the other monis brought him by bodlly force to his brother's bedside. Titus fell at
pa

his feet and said Forgive me for having offended and wounded you in my anger. Bless mel' Bvagrius, unmoved, shouted "
will never ‘f@z*g;we him, neither in this world nor in the next!’ As soon as ke had uttered these words he suddez?ly fell down
dead., Titus, on the other hand, rose up mm@l@&@iy cured of his fliness. He told his brethren that he had seen 2 spear come
clown frore heaven and sirike Bvagrius, and that the spear had then touched and healed hire; and that the swarms of
demons who had been terrifying hirn as he lay dying, vanished at the moment he asked Pvagrﬂ 8o wmgwe i, Saint
Titus spent the rest of his days in zepentance and love, and fell asleep in peace axound 1190

Father Leandes, Bishow of Seville and Ap: of Epain {600}
He was bom fo an adistocratic Romen family living in Spain: his father Severian was Duke of Cartagena. Saint Leander

o 9

3

e:m?a raced monastic ife as a young man in Seville, capital of the Visigoths, who had embraced Arlanism and caused the

g3

rian heresy to dominate throughout Spain. Leander became 2 leading figure in the struggle to restore his land to
Crthodoxy, founding a school in Seville %o promote the Orthodox {aith, In 583 he wavelled to Constantinople o sesk the
Emperor's support for the Spanish Orthodos; while there he met St Gregory the Great (the future Pope of Rome), with
whoro he formed a ifelong friendship. On his retura fo Spain, Leander was made Bishop of Seville,

Leovigild, When Hermang
) ay«m*zs”f his father in the name of Orthodesxy, Leovigild launched a ﬁ'_uim p ‘Recuhﬁf’ f %?ra ’@1{‘ u’i@x theoughou
o, m«;mgd@ @eﬁ his so risoned, ¢ ‘faeﬁ execubed on! Pascha
258 Vi $ y a
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One of the holy bishop's converts was Hermengild, one of the sons of the Arian king
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+ Indicaies a Baint or day whose commaemaration is at lesst "Donology rank” {Great Dovology sumyg at Mating); ther

when thess days &l on fast days.

Assemnbled by John Brady. The opinions and esrors contained herein are his own,
Lives ave compiled mostly from: The Synaxarion published by Orraylis Monastery;
The Prologue from Ochrid oy St Nikoldd of Zika (Sishop Nikolai Velimivrovic);

and the Lrent Horclogion, published by Holy Transfiguraiion Monastery,




