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ts for March Page 2ol T
th.' The cruel Sexnilianus persecuied her more and more harshly wnidl finally, envaged by the futility of
3ol 3

s t«’&‘f&‘aw, he uehe"aee; his own sister by his own hand, unknowiogly procuring for her a crown of eternal glory. "And

thus In this example were fulfilled the words of Christ that He was bringing a sword arnong men which would divide
those of one blood but not ﬁ £ one faith (Math. 10:34-35)." (Prologue)

WarcH 2 or 3 (Fesruany 1 @"‘%

St Nicholag (’i’f'fmzs%, pries éﬁ.s:a Athens {1232)
St Nicholas was a sivaple p %h priest in Athens, huroble, poor, and bavely literate. He was born on Naxos in 1851 fo

moderately pr@spa@@w p rents; but when his father died, his mother was redu C@d 0 near-poverty, and moved the fandly
10 Athens. St Nicholas married at the age of seventeen, bul lis wife died after a short Hme, leaving him with one son. He
served the Divine Liturgy daily, never missing a day for fifty years, despiie illness, storms, and war, His liturgies
urfailingly lasted for several hours, mostly due to the hundreds of commemorations that he included, The faithfol would
give him sheets of paper containing names 1o be commemorated; he would carry all the sheets with hira in bulging

satchels. A few of his spiritual children made it their task to go through the papers secretly and discard the oldest and mos:
worn, 50 that the commermorations would not Increase without Henit,

In his conversation, the Saint had a simple and childlike (his detraciors would say childish) reanner, and he was widely
despised by more sophisticated laymen, priests and hievarchs, never being appointed to any buithe smallest and poosest
parishes. Many, however, discerned his holiness, and a large synedis of spivitual children slowly gathered ax ‘iz‘@ h

Once, a very young altar boy ran out from the altar w“sﬂe ¥z Nicholas was serving and, wembling with fear, cried &
mother, Mara, Father Nicholas is floating in the air!l’ His mother, trying to comiort him, saild "Don'tbe afmm, a}i p s do
that when they serve the Liturgy.’ St Nicholas wag often in difficulties with the hierarchy because he continued to k. he
feasts according to the Old Calendar after the Church in Gfee@, had adopted the New Calendar. Nonetheless, he never
i @ka comrnumnion with the national church (nor they with ,@m) his humility left no room for Church politics. He was

o

ater proclaimeed a Saint, both by the offictal 'New Calendar’ Chnwrch of Greece and their 'Old Calendar’ opposition. Like 3t
]ohxs Masdmowich, his holiness has ranscended the canonical disputes that bedevil the Church. He reposed in peacein
1932.

7 were fallos N O : | 75, When St Theodore received his martyrdow, they
wrere kept in priscn because the governor of Amasia was u cite them. But 2 new and crueler governor, -
iﬁﬁl@@&@&@m@ took his place and ordered the thres sok‘ii ers of Cm*s st 10 be brought to him. At first, the governor usad
flattery emd bribery to attempt to turn the three from Christ. He invited Bulropius to dine with him, but Butropius vefused,
cuoting the Psalm Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsels of the ungodly.” He then offered them a huge
amcunt of mve‘{; which they likewise ?35‘1.1&@&, telling the governor that fudas lost his soul for silver, The governor then
turned to torfure, subjecting the three fo extreme torments. At last, he condemned Butropius and Cleonicus fo crucifiion,
for which thay joyfully gave thanks that they had been found worthy to die the same death as Christ. Basiiecus we  'dix

le Em‘a o7 in ﬁam’:cs that the deaths of his compandons would weaken his resclve; but when he remained -
headed, on May 22 (on which he s also commemorated) in 308,

§
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The holy and scholarly P tasmm, and at one f

all that you have, and buy Mack.’ Some of 'heas beautiful an uf:;mm wiitings may be read in Bnglish in:
of the Philokalin,
RCH 6

The 42 wi:;mjajm of Ammorion (845)

They were taken captive when Amorion in Phuygia fell to the Muslims in 838, duxing the reign of Emperor Theophilus,
Many of them were officers, and because of thely status wﬁ; reputation, thelr caplors, rather than kill therm, attempled o
convert them fo Islam, The forty-two weze kept Iz able dungeon in Syria, where they were alternately promisad the

highest honors and privileges i they would convert and ’&u zatened with the most horrible consequences if they refussd,

This continued for seven full years, but none wﬁ?ﬁuid Veny his faith in Christ. Finally, unable to shake their faith, thelr

capt@:ra beheaded thern all in 845,

}w)
&
;:-3
f‘(}

Marcr 7
Holy Flieromartyss of Cherson: Basileus, Ephraim, Bugenios, Caplto, Astherios, Agathodoros, and Flpidios (4th ¢
These seven holy Bishops give a vivid picture of the dangers endured by those who traveled to prodlaim the Gospel of
Clhrist in the eaxly centuries o{ the Chuxch, Al seven were sent as missionary bishops to Cherson on the Black Sea, and ali
seven died there as Martyrs. Hermon, Bishop of Jerusalem, fizst sent Ephraim and Bastleus; Basileus raised the son of the
prince of Cherson to life, after which many believed and were baptized. The unbelievers, though, bound him by the feet
a a:v;i dragged him through the streets until he died. Ephraim was beheaded when he refused to make sacrifice to the ~ s,
Eugenios, Agathodoros, and Blpldios were then sent by the Bish wop @%Eewsaiem, they were beaten o death with roe.
stones. Aetherius was sent during the reign of Constantine the Great, and was able to v@‘*i@m the Chuzch in freedom and
peace, and to build a church in Cherson, Capilo, the last to be seni, m@wh?r the Gospel to the fierce uaymzms To pf@v iha
power of his God, they asked him to go into a burning furnace, saying that if he was not consumed, they would believe.
Putting ail his trust in God, the holy Bishop vested himself, made the sign of the Cross, and entered the furnace, He stood
in the Rames, fervently praying, for an hous, and came out uniouched. The spectators cried out There Is one God, ih@ great
and poverful God of the Christians, who keeps His sexvant safe in the burning furnace!', and all those in the town & gg‘é the
surrounding counizyside were baptized. This miracle wes sp@ke@ of at the Councll of Micea (325). Later, Scythian
1 *amiz vers capiured Caplito and fl«*@ waed inthe :
The Prologue says that Aetherios ended his life in peace; the Grest Hovologion,

~!

awsa

T, h:4

s he was droweed, All these holy

weissionazies labored axound the beginning of the fourth century
MaRCH B
5t Theophylactus, bishop of @f’ ‘ﬁ?“@@m@@?ﬁa {845)
“Theophylact was from the east; his native city is inknown. In Constantinople he becawme a close &lend of Tazasius, who

1

afterwards becarne F zzmamh of C@m«:&n@m@m {see }%bﬁ 25). T @@ﬁgﬂyis.s,.{ was inade Bis?’mp of Nicomecdia. After the dea

iy
astus, his successor Nicephorus (see fune 2) called together a numwber of Bishops o help him in fighting
of Ern p@"m le oi‘r‘m% A:z’mcmara, vm@ gigned f‘:@m 81 8& @ Among fhem was Buthymius, Bishop of San...
; cit in 787 — h@ was edled three thnes for the
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‘S'%?@?Iﬁ. he "‘"ﬁxs.f@d monastic life in the

Moschos. Together they visited the m
the holy monks in the dlassic ;:i:v“ii/z iz‘fzeﬁde, Afier %
had just been liberated from the Persians. He was ther

Heraclius, who carded &t into Jent :aﬁzaiﬂm omn his back, A i‘

5

ophronius aravo,iec o jiems lemm, »
s returned Gom Pexsia by the B mr?g eror
3t Sophronius was elected Palriarch o
Jerusalern, where he served his flock wisely for thees years e was zealous in the defense of @r
ﬁg@ingé: the Monothnelite heresy: He convoked a Coundil in j?em@alr m which condemned it before it was condenmy
xth Beumenical Council. The holy Patriarch even traveled to Constantinople to rebulke the Patrdarch Sergius and B
Heraclius, who had embraced the Monothelite error.

The years of peace were few §m* the Holy Land; for just as the Persian Empire was decistvely defeated by Heraclivs, the
foliowers of Islam erupted out of Arabla, conquering rnost of North Africa and the Middle East in a few years. The Saing
was 80 grieved by the capture of }:m&l@m 1 637 by the Caliph Omar that begged God to take him, 50 that he might not
live to see the desecration of the holy places. His prayer was granted, and be reposed in peace less than a year later.

St Sophrondos is the author of the Life of Saini Mary of Egypt, appointed to be read in the churches during every Great
Lent. He also wrote the service of the Great Blessing of the Waters, Some have atiributed the Vesperal hymn "CGladsome

"

3 &

Light" to him, bui we know that it dabes from before the time of 5t Basil the Great, who mentions it in his writings. 1 sserms
though, that 5t Sophronios @uoplema ed the by, and that its present form is due to him.
& Moschos, author of the Spiritual Meadow (622)
He is comnmemorated today along wi th his disciple and friend St Soohronius (see above)
A\\ﬁ&m‘yz onins (250) ‘
“A priest of Smymmns, he suffered there in the Hime of Decius’ persecution. They condemned him fo be crucified, which was 2
great joy to him. And as soon as the soldiers assembled the cross and laid it on the ground, Pionius ia,ad himself on it and
sireiched out his arms, calling to the soldiers to put the nails into his hands. The cross was inserted info the ground upside
down, and a fire it under the martyr's head. There were many ?ﬁy tandlers, Pionius closed his eyes amd pmyed toGod
within himself, The flames could not succeed in igniting even his hair, and when the fire had at last gone out and everyone
thought that he was Jms* Pionius opened his eyes and crled out joviully: 'O Lord, veceive my spirit!’, and breathed his ”:‘c}ss‘i
This saint wrote the life of 8t Polycarp of Smyrmna, together with whom he now makes roerry in the Kingdom of Christ. He
L wres glorified in 2507

,,“‘

>‘

U’)

Frologie)

Marca 12

ory the Great (the Dinlogls), Pope of Rome (604)

w3

St Gres

Q\

3

He was ?a@m in Rome to a wealthy senatorial faxnily. He received a good education in secular and spiritval learnir ,ﬁ,f ancl

o

‘v;

bk ey

became "”’e fect of Rome, While still in the world, he used his great wesz '@ Mo sﬁy for the good of the Churdh, b

monasteries in Sidly and another In Rome iteelf, At this monastery, dedicated o the Apostle Andrew, Gregory was

tonsured a moni, He was appointed Archdeacon of Rome, then, in 579, E@p& legate to Constandinople, where he Hved for
Ww'iiy seven years, He returnsd to Rome In 585 and was elected Pope in 590,

" 9 e

He is farced for his many writings, his generous chaxity (e gave almost all ks Inc

s Toay iy caomy 2 5 G 582 g B8, 3 a " \1 &
Door 10 share hisg ?c>' sible), and for nitiating misslonary work among the Anglo-8axon p
oy ]" S
© s FAT el ‘ yeridings chax “fe:;;z, Lan

the Haste

nieacies of Talian

n peace in 604,

3 x E ool 9%
?'I"la e L wmmes vag Lo 5 tuwxia)

el wery weslty Lo




.
BT Armnenian

s :i@ wnse of the mi}r cons, was mk\

5 a3

Hmperor then sent him into exile on fhe island of Samot

%, o Sweand
2 drgy@ befor "g WP &

d ior only twenty-,
Bt By the Naw

Fekiioed \\a‘w

ia

Hon of the Relics (847) of $t Nicephoros, Pai a of Constantinople (827)
lis main commemoration is on June 2; ioday we cormemorate the returm of his hot y e
Nicephoros was Pat *fzazf h éumg the time of the iconoclasis, and @@?;aan%y @i':amse@ ’mm :
was exiled {0 a monastery on the island o
for ﬁww n years, he reposed avound 827, In mw the
s mother Theodora, came fo the Tmperial throne in 862; 1 2y appoin ufs c?i Methed
a mz@m In 846, the Incorrupt velics of St Nicephoros were returned o g@%amm@ ple and
zch of the Floly Apostles. The saint hard been deiven from Constantno ol f.‘w Mareh 15,

ze on March 13, nineteen yeass later to the day.

slaced first in |

‘K’S

means "Tlessed” In Latin, He was bown i 480 in Nm'siay a srnall town northeas
rough beok-leazning he might Tose the great

chool iﬁgo Qe wyote later of his fear “a th
oul’ At an early agehe fled to a mwasiefy wheze he was tonsured; he then Wﬁﬂﬂmw 0 2 remote mountein, where he
)

fved or several yearsina \,zwey perfecting himself in prayer. His only food was some bread brought to him by Romanus,

o

&

‘ﬁ\ﬁn »wﬁ&”'jf =

e 1 ﬁ@% who @aa:« fonsar ccf ¥ became ‘mﬁwﬁ in the aves, he fled his cave to escape the attentions of the pious;

£

1 e, He was granted many spirftas! gifte: he

21 -

b7 e g A7 =y =
7i8100S 10 olners o my» tles away.

wz;i wi,O\fﬁ“’\lS"""V its, zaised the e

T8 @C!f O

Basil the G d be:

LT S
e Saint ovdered
oack o God on the day that he had Cxi‘,i’@w Al :““ 3

Lheddn il

the suine vision: they saw a path from sarih to hess ; dx_ orned
e top of the path stood ax a_m €l § and

f@z B

1, B 1@2:.;

wyas b
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is &

presended therselves to Urbanu

Agapius, a prominent Christian ?:rt
bebeacled together at Caesarza, T¢
Holy Martyr Alexander (270-275)
"He was from the town of Side in Pamphylia. The Benperor Aurslian's governor asked ?
Alexander replied that he was a vastor of the flock o of Chist. "And where s
zxndl szzsg\:;icimas governor. Alexaader replied: 'Over the whole world live the people whon
whom those who believe in Flim ave His sheep, but those who have fallen away from ¢
creation and the work of men's hands, to dead idols, such as you, are sivangers to His
of God will be put io the left with the goais.’ The wicked judge first commanded that he be whipped with iron ﬁaﬁg m@.
then thrown into a burning furnace, But the § re could in no way harm him. Then he was flayed and after that thrown
the wild beasts. But the beasts would not touch him. At last the governor ordered that he be beheaded. But as soon ag
judge pronounced the sentence, an evil gpAzi-:s took hold of him and made him rabid. He was led howling o his gods, the
iclols, but on the way the evil spirit wrested his wicked scul from him, St Alexander suffered betvwesn 270 and
278, {Prologue)

T a

_ﬁe 3 comraemorated March 14 on the Greek calendsy.

287)

adlx msém’zm’ {W would say mayor) o
ftsszm@ fled 1o the mm tains, where aabmas shu ux nself in g hud any

3

poor man who brought him food {and wh@m Sabinas had helped in many ways) betrayed him 10 the authorities for tw
e )

i

s

pieves of gold. Sabinas and sbr others we ted, bound and brought before th
Sabinas was drowned in the Nile,

Holy Father Christodoulos, Wonderworker of Patmos (1110
He was from the region of ”*\‘? icaes, and was named John by his parents Theodore and Arma. He took up the monastic lfe at

an exrly ags, and was renamed Christodoulos {'Slave of Chirist). After going far in the ascetical life, he was given

n by the Bmperor Alexds 1 (1081-1118) to establish a e:;wxm and monastery on the island of Patmos, dedicated to
he Hvangelist. Both the church and the mcnasf'erwguﬁ;m zmdh noni lay. When Palinos was

ed by & es fled to Bubosa, whe ‘a@ zeposzd, T 1
onastery, where fhey co o work miracles :cgf ay.

ﬁ;@?@m@w of the %mﬁ?@nwy, fizst Bishoy of Britain (Iste)

LC
he f%fmtm, i

ne brother of the Apostle Bamabas and was born in Cyprus. He was & follower of the Apostle Paul, who
him in his Epistle to the Romans (16 10} n en the eai‘ Ap@gﬁe fam:é \::fe’z'ma wany bi ’

3, 1 4

the wozld, he made this Aristobulus bishop of Bri

and Arxistobt mgg endured among é:?aem unmeations
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of the grace of @0@ He enlignt :
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Salat Nﬁga lad ¢ V@Eg wmirgvic), Bishop of Ochdd and Zica, Sexbia (1955} {March § OC)
He has been called The New Chaysostom’ for his many grace-filled sermons and writings.
He was bora in 1880 in the Serbien village of Lelich, After attending the Seminary of St Sava in Be

b

Igrade, he obiained
MNikolal was made

&

doctoral degrees from both the University of Berne and Oxford University, In 1919, Archiraandsin
Bishop of ’75«351,
In 1941 Bisghop Nikolal was arvested by the Nazis and, after three years’ Imprisoncnent in Ljubostls Vojlovicl Monast

=)

exy,
wras sent to the Infamous Dachau conceniration camp along with the Serblan Patriarch Gavrilo. He both witnessed and
personally underwent many tortures there until the camp was liberated by the US army in 1945, '

After the war he fled Communist-conirolled Yugoslavia and emigrated to the United States, wherve he taughit af 5t Savas
Seminary, 5t Viadimir Seminary and St Tikhon seminary. It was at St Tikhon Seminary that he reposed in 1956, reli
rested for awhile at 5t Sava's Seminary in Libertyville 1L, then were refurned to Serbia, where they now reside,

Throughout his adult life, the holy monk and bishop pourad forth 2 steady siream of beautiful homilies and theological
and spiritual writings. He is the author of the Prologue from Ochrid, a Slavic Synazarion. The luminous homilies included
therein, one for each day of the year, give a good sample of his inspired writing.

His feast is kept on this day (March 5 OC, March 18 NC) by Orthodox Christians on both the Old and New Calendazs.

Note: With the blessing of Bishop Jovan 0“% the Serbian Orthodox Chuech, Mitrophan Chin is engeaged in 2 project io

translate St Nikolai's Prologue into Chinese. To leain oore about this wo see his web site:

“

httn/ffchineseorthodoxndaet -
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Hartyrs Chrysanthos and Darla, and those with them at Rome (283)
”“hrys*m hos was the only son of Polemon, a prominent pagan in Rome, As befit his status, he was given every opportunity
for secular learning, but seemed unable to a w;u@ worldly wisdom. By God's providence, copies of the Gospals and the
Acts of the Apostles carne into his possession and, reading them avidly, he was enlightened and desived above all tobe a
Cmisiiam, He found a priest, Carpophorus, who instructed hima in the Paith and baptised him. When bis father discovered
Chrysanthos' conversion, he was angry and did everything he could to turn his son back to paganisin, using even %rﬁeﬁ s
2nd imprisonment. When none of these measures worcked, Polemon arranged for his son to be mared to 2 beautiful and
lea ' frection for her would draw his son away from Chrls
instead, Chrysanthus pezw ded Daria of the ruth of Christianity, and she was secretly baptised. '
When his father died, Chevsanthus and his wife began 1o confess Christ openly and to live publicly as Christians, They
wexe soon arrested and grevously tortured for thelr faith, The torturer, whose name was Claudius, was so moved by &
endurance and patience that he himeelf embraced the Faith, along with his whole household. For this Z&@y were executed:
Claudius by drowning, his two sons by beheading, and his wife by hanging. Finally C%zwsama hus and Daria were buried
alive in a pit snd covered with stones. This was during the reign of the Emperor Numerian
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he dhould make the sign of the Cross and call npon Chd

o the great joy of his mothar,

He traveled secretly to Cyzi 1 2 monastery {0
spend his clays in prayer and study. But some years later Theodosius, who was near death, | vision in which he was

told to consecrate Niken as his successor. He summoned Nikon from the monastery and, to the monk's amezement,
immediately ordained him a deacon, then a priest, then a bishop.

Later, bishop Nikon returned to Italy to preach the Gospel of Chudst. In Naples, he found his mother still alive, and
remained with her until her death, He then set out with nine disciples, former fellow-soldiers, o proclaim the Faith,
Through the Saint's grace-filled preaching and example, many more disciples were soon added to this number, At that tirn
a great persecution of Christians was underway, and Quintinianus, ruler of that region, seized Nikon and his companions
and handed them over to the torturers. One hundred ninety of Nikon's companions perished under torture. Nikon hirself
was beaten, flayed, and eéven thrown from a high cliff, but was miraculously preserved. Finally he was slain by the sword
and his body thrown in a field to be eaten by the beasts. A shepherd boy, possessed by a spirit of madness, found the body,
fell on it, and was instantly healed. He told his story to some Christians, who found the body and gave it honorable buzial,
Saint Nikon contested during the reign of the Emperor Decius.

W /L‘,. ’ s .:" b Iy ety o 2 s o
Foreteast of the Annunclation
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Saint Zacharias the Recluse of Bgypt (@t <)
Ry

Hlis father, Carion the Sgyptian, forsook his faxnily to become a monk, taking Zachadas with him. Though very voi..
B | 5 & I

Zacharias manifested gifts of grace rarely seen among the elders of Sketis. Abba Moses once asked him, "What does 1t mean

0 bz a onk?', to which Zacharias replied by taking off his hat and treading it underfoot, saying 1 a man be not so broken

he rannot be a monk,” After shining 28 a great light among the holy monks of Scetis, he reposed 2t a young age.

; &t
Commemoration of the Miracle at the Monastery of the Caves in Klev (?)

“Two friends, John and Sergius, swore brotherhood before the icon of The holy Mother of God in this monastery. John was ¢
rich man, with a five-year-old son, Zachariah. John fell ill, and at his death commended his son to the care of Sergius, and
leftin Sergius' keeping a large sum of silver and gold for him %o hand over 1o Zachariah when he had grown up. When
Zachariah came of age, however, Sergius denied receiving anything from the decsased John, Then Zachariah said: Te?
swear before the same icon of the most holy Mother of God, in front of which he accepted brotherdhood with my late fathez,
nat he received nothing from John, and then I will seek nothing more from him.’ Serglus agresd, but when he had sworn
fis and went up to kiss the icon, some force held him back and would not allow him to come neay. ‘then, tormented all 2%
ongce by a demon, he began to oy oul: "Holy fathers Antony and Theodosius, do not let this merciless angs! destroy mel'
The demon had attacked him by Cod's permission. He then told them of all the money which John had left. But when they
opened the box, they found clouble the amount. Taking ¥, Zachariah gave it to the monastery and was himself tonsured as

&~ o

a monk. He lived a long time and was worthy of God's great gifts, entering peacefully into eternity.” (Prologue)
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arch Page 14 of 1
World War. She trained as a chiropodist and physiotherapt she worked with the

Friends Refugee Mission and the American Fazm School in 7
therapy office in Athens until 1954. In March of that year he
and traveled overland to India where she worked with

3 Qimbop T ST fols £
Sister Lila left Creece

th the poorest of the poor, even the lepers, for five years.

N

she could read even sncient Byzantine Greek, Fr. Theodosius said, "The great elders that we hear about no longer exist.
certainly am not one. You came here to save your soul. ¥ I start giving you rules, you will lose you soul and {will as well.
But here Is Fr. John, He will be your elder.” So for her fizst year in the monastery he set her to reading only the Gospels and
St. John Climacus. (It should be noted that at that tirne the Ladder had niot been published in modem Gresk.)

“She was thres years in Bethany. In April, 1962, word came that Patviarch Athenagoras of Constantinople sought o senc
an Orthodox monastic to Taize in France. Sister Gabrielia went by way of Taize (she spoke fluent Prench from childhood)
to America. ' '

"In 1963 she was back in Greece. The Gerontissa was tonsured to the Small Schema by Abbot Amphilochios (Makris) on
Patmos in the Cave of 3t. Anthony wader the Monastery of Bvangelismos just before she and the nun Tomasing left again
or India. Elder Amphilochios was enthusiastic at the idea a nun who would be open to the an active outreach in the world
n India she was for three year in Nand Tal in Uttar Pradesh where Fr. Lazarus Moore was the priest and wheve he
consulied the Gerontissa in his translations of the Pealter and the Fathers. Between 1967 and 1977 the Gerontissa traveled ir
the Mission fleld of Bast Africa, in Burope including visiting old friends and spiritual fathers Lev Gillet and Sophrony of
Hssex, again to America, and briefly in Sinal where Archbishop Damianos was atiempting to reintroduce women's
moenasticism, She traveled exiensively, with mucdh concern and broad love for the people of God. Some of her spirit.
children found her in Jerusalem beside the Tomb of Christ; others found her on the mission field of East Africa. For years
beginning in about 1977, she lived hidden in a little apartment, the "House of the Angels" in Patissiz in the midst of the
noise and smog and confusion of ceniral Athens. A little place, 2 hidden place, a precious place to those who knew her

oy

B i

i

there,

“In 1989 she moved to Holy Protection hermitage on the island of Aegina, close by the shrine of St. Nectarios, There she
called the last two of her spiritual children to become monastics near her, and there she continued to recelve many visitors.
At the start of Great Lent in 1990 she was hospitalized for Iymphatic cancer. She was forty days in the hospital, leaving
during Holy Week and recetving commmunion of Pascha. And to the puzzlement of the doctors, the cancer disappeared, It
was not yet her Hime.

e %23,

"The Gerontissa fnally withdrew to guiet, With only one last nun she moved for the last Hme in thi

k)

Levos. There they established the hesychastivion of the Holy Archangels. Only in this last year of her 1if
Great Scherma at the handls of Fr. Dionysious from Little 5t Anne’s Skete on Athos. He came to give |
Chapel of the Pacaghia in the Kastro on the top of Leros.

"Gerontissa Gabrielia passed from tals world on March 28, 1992, having never built a monastery, Over the years, sboof

her spiritual children did become monastics, but never more that one or two were with her at a dme. Only the angesls could

@

=t

1
count the muwnber of Bves that God touched and changed through her. Her biography and collected writings were
published in Greek in 1996, through the work of her last monastic daughter and the contribution of many, many ot

wiho held the Gerontissa dear. An Bnglish translation Is in process [Note: # has now been published],
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Hleromartyy 5

2 and Siberia (1879)
He was born in Sibeda In 1797 o 2 clerical f2 1 i

mily, and became a married parish priest in Irkutsk. A devout explorer, John
Fatukov, told him of the great spiritual needs among the Russian and native peoples in Alaska, then Russian tertitor ]
toved to serve Chrlst in this very diffioult envivonmaent, he and his family ardved in Alaska in 1824, He quicily learn
the Aleut language and worked humbly and Hirelessly among the Aleuts, His spiritual classic, An Indication of the Way i@ x%
Kingdom of Heaven, was orginally writien in. L’i’ ut and later translated into many lacguages.
While he was visiting Russia in 1838, his wife died; one year later he was tonsured a monk and given the name of

3

Innocent (he had been Fr Joha Verdamov). Almost immediately after his tonsuring he was, without warning, raised io ¢

3 3

vank of Bishop of 2l Eastern Siberia and Russian America, Qz@@abiy ’ﬂ we lavgest diocese In the world at that time, Returndy

to Alaska, he continued his misstonary work with vigor, often traveling among Alent and Tlingit settlernents in his own
kayak, Wherever he weni, he found the Alaskan people hungry for ’z%h@ ganh, and his labors bore rich feuit which is still
obvious today: Alaska has more Orthodox churches per capite than any other state.

In old age he was made Metropolitan of Moscow, head of the entire Russian Orthodox Church, His concern for
Christian mission was undiminished, and as Metropolitan he created the Orthodox Misslonary Society. He reposed on
Holy Saturday of 1879, ‘

ativg, Bishop of Gangra (526)
e was bora In Cilicla in Asia Mmor, and becaine Bishop of Gangra, the capital of Paphlagonia. He took part in the |
me@m@i Counddl, where he was praised by all for his plety and mix B

.

p

s

cackes. It is said that the z:m*pemf Constantius kept a
bust of Hypatius in his palace as 3 weapon against demonic powers. The Saint was murdered by the Novatians, 2 sect
h believed that there s no forgiveness for sins coramitted after Bapt X

2] plism. {The popularity of this belisf helps to - lain
rhy many believers at that time postponed baptism untll very late in life.] As Hypatius was traveling home from

'Cmm%ar* tinople, they attacked him on the road and stoned him to death. A woman who mw, part in the attack went macl

and began to beat herself with a stone; she was only healed when her friends took her to the grave of St Hypatius and

prayed for her. Restored by his compassionate fntercession, she spent the rest of her life in zepentance and prayer.

Jonak, Metropolitan of Moscow (1461)

He became a monk at the age of twelve and lived in the Simonov Monastery near Moscow. He later became Bﬁsh@p
? yazan, then was chosen as Metropolitan of Moscow {(at this time the Russian Church was still under the Patriarchate of
Constantinople, and the Metropolitanate of Moscow was its highest office). But through some political intvigue, a man
naraed Isidore became Metropolian instead. It was this Isidore who attended the Coundil of Florence and voted for the
indfamous Union with Rome perpetrated there. When he returned o Moscow three vears later he was condermned 28 an

apustate and exiled. Bishop Jonah at last became Metropolitan in his place, In his lifetime he was widely known as a heeler,

wonder-worker, seer and spiritual father. In his last years he prayed o suffer greatly through some iliness, so as tobe

purified by his Sﬂﬂ&@i ings. In answver to this prayer, he was gﬂ 7en woungs in his feed, of which he died. His relics continmed
to perform many wonders. The Prologue recounts, "A dumb man, John, was brought to the saint's relics, John kissed Jonz
nand and, a5 he related aftervards, the hand gral

he had never been dumb.”

2 o

ed hold of his tongue and he felt a sharp pain, When i let his tongue go,

&

‘CS"

he went back to his friends — and spoke as i




