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An extract from ‘Oliver Twist’
by Charles Dickens

FOR the first six months after Oliver Twist was removed, the system was in full
operation. It was rather expensive at fist, in consequence of the increase in
the undertaker's bil, and the necessity of taking in the clothes of al the
paupers, which fluttered loosely on their wasted, shrunken forms, after 3 week

5 or two's gruel. But the number of workhouse inmates got thin as well as the
paupers; and the board were in ecstasies.

The room in which the boys were fed, was a large stone hall, with a copper at
one end: out of which the master, dressed in an apron for the purpose, and
asssted by one or two women, ladled the gruel at mealtimes. OF this festive

10 composition each boy had one porringer, and no more—except on occasions

of great public rejocing, when he had two ounces and a quarter of bread
besides.

The bows never wanted washing. The boys polished them with their spoons

il they shone again; and when they had performed this operation (which
15 never took very long,
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