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Know and identify common 
contraction words.

•I can recognise words that need to be 
shortened.
•I can use an apostrophe and place it in 
the correct place in the shortened word.
•I can use contractions in my writing. 



Shortened Words

Sometimes, we join two words together to 
make them shorter. 

We call these contractions. 

In today’s lesson, we will learn 
some rules for using contractions 

correctly. 



An Apostrophe can shorten a 
word!



I am
If ‘I’ is one of the words in the contraction, 

the ‘I’ must be a capital letter; because 
you are talking about yourself.

When shortening ‘am’ with ‘I’, remove the ‘a’ and 
replace it with an apostrophe. 

I’mI amI am =



I have

When shortening ‘have’ with ‘I’, remove the ‘ha’ and 
replace it with an apostrophe. 

I’veI haveI have =

What letter/s are 
you going to 
remove?

If ‘I’ is one of the words in the contraction, 
the ‘I’ must be a capital letter; because 

you are talking about yourself.



Contractions

We have

They have

We have

They have

Which letters to cross 
out?

=

=

?

?
1. Copy the FIRST word. 

2.Look at the SECOND WORD and CROSS out the 
FIRST 2 LETTERS.

3. Put an Apostrophe where the two letters have been 
taken out.



Contractions

We have

They have

We have

They have

Which letters to cross 
out?

=

=

We’ve

They’ve

1. Copy the FIRST word. 

2.Look at the SECOND WORD and CROSS out the 
FIRST 2 LETTERS.

3. Put an Apostrophe where the two letters have been 
taken out.



I had
Remember If ‘I’ is one of the words in 

the contraction, the ‘I’ must be a capital 
letter.

When shortening ‘had’ with ‘I’, remove the ‘ha’ and 
replace it with an apostrophe. 

?I hadI had =
What letter/s are 
you going to 
remove?



I had
Remember If ‘I’ is one of the words in 

the contraction, the ‘I’ must be a capital 
letter.

When shortening ‘had’ with ‘I’, remove the ‘ha’ and 
replace it with an apostrophe. 

I’dI hadI had =
What letter/s are 
you going to 
remove?



Contractions

He had

They had

He had

They had

Which letters to cross out?

=

=

?

?

She had She had

we had we had

=
=

?

?



Contractions

He had

They had

He had

They had

Which letters to cross out?

=

=

he’d

they'd

She had She had

we had we had

=
=

she’d

we’d



I will
Remember If ‘I’ is one of the 

words in the contraction, the ‘I’ 
must be a capital letter.

When shortening ‘will’ with ‘I’, remove the ‘wi’ and 
replace it with an apostrophe. 

I’llI willI will =

Some times you will have to 
remove more than one letter.



Contractions

?

She willShe will

=

He will

We will

They will

He will

We will

They will

Which letters to cross out?

=
=
=

?

?

?

?=It willIt will



Contractions

They’ll

She willShe will

=

He will

We will

They will

He will

We will

They will

Which letters to cross out?

=
=
=

She’ll

He’ll

We’ll

It’ll=It willIt will



Plenary
Contractions are words that have been made 

shorter using an apostrophe.

An apostrophe helps us to join two words together 
like glue!




