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Crime and Punishment

History





Success Criteria

Aim
• I can understand some of the terms used in crime and punishment.

• I can find out about what the Romans believed about crime and punishment.

• I can correctly match some terms used in the British justice system with their 
meanings.

• I can explain some of the terms used in the British justice system.

• I can tell you some ways in which the Roman justice system has left a legacy 
today.

• I can recall some key facts about the types of punishments that the Romans 
would use.



What is a Crime?
Questions
1. What crimes can you think of?

2. What sort of punishment might 
happen to a person who commits 
that crime?

3. How is it decided whether a 
person is guilty of the crime or 
not?

4. Why do you think people commit 
crimes?

5. Would those reasons have been 
the same for people hundreds of 
years ago?

Let’s go back in time 2,000 and find out what happened if 
someone committed a crime when the Romans were in charge…



Crime and Punishment: The Romans

Roman laws were called the ‘Twelve 
Tables’. They were written around 450 
BC – these were basic rights for all 
Roman people and decided what they 
should and should not do.

The laws written in the Twelve Tables 
dealt with all manner of crimes, from 
serious crimes, such as murder, and 
less serious crimes, such as stealing. 
The laws also dealt with cleanliness –
homeowners had to clean the street 
outside their home. Children learnt 
the laws off by heart at school.

450 BC AD 43 AD 410
Twelve Tables 

Written
The Romans 

invade Britain
End of Roman 
rule in Britain



Crime and Punishment: The Romans

People accused of committing a crime were 
taken to court to be judged guilty or not guilty.

There were no police to catch a criminal –
people had to catch the criminals themselves.

In Britain, the job of finding a criminal was 
down to the legionaries.



Crime and Punishment: The Romans

Punishments were severe. Their main purpose was to deter
people from committing crimes. The worst possible punishment 
was kept for anyone who tried to rebel against the Emperor.

The punishment you received depended on what money and 
possessions you had.

If you were a slave, you had no rights at all. The punishment 
for most slaves was death – by many different, awful means –
or to be forced to become a gladiator.

However, if you were a noble and had plenty of money, you 
were often saved from death and told to go into exile
instead.

Glossary
Severe – very strict or harsh
Deter – to try to stop something happening.
Rebel – to resist or not follow the orders of the 
person in charge.
Exile – to be sent away from the country you live in, 
and not being allowed to come back.



Crime and Punishment: The Romans

Did You Know?
Singing a song about someone that 
wasn’t true was punishable by death!

Glossary
Arson – deliberately setting fire to property
Libel – to damage someone’s reputation with false 
information

Minor crimes Serious crimes

Small-scale theft Rebellion against the 
Emperor

Burglaries Not worshipping the 
Emperor

Street robbery/ violence Murder (less serious 
than the two crimes 
above!)

Rioting at games or 
contests

Crimes Punishments

Small-scale theft

Flogging
Beating
Repaying cost of stolen
goods

Burglary Amputation of limbs

Murder, arson, libel
Execution – in lots of 
different ways!
Exile (if you are a noble)

Rebellion; not 
worshipping the 
Emperor

Crucifixion or thrown to 
the lions
Being forced to become 
a gladiator

If you set a fire near 
any houses, you 
would be bound and 
set fire to yourself.



Roman Punishments

Task
Pick up a situation card on your table. Use the flow chart to 
discover your punishment! Repeat with other cards.



The Roman Legacy

Luckily, the terrible punishments that 
existed in Roman times do not exist 
anymore! However, there were lots of 
ideas that the Romans started that are 
still used in the British justice system 
today. These are the use of a:

• Court

• Judge

• Jury

• Lawyer

Glossary
Justice system – the way in which a country decides 
how to punish criminals and make sure that the law is 
followed so that people are kept safe.
Legacy – something that is left behind by something 
or someone that was there before.
Lawyer – a person who will give evidence about 
matters of the law.

In Roman times, the victim of the crime 
had to bring evidence to court to show 
what had happened. If they had enough 
money, they could pay for a lawyer to help 
them. If it was a serious crime, a jury 
would decide whether that person was 
guilty or not. If it was a minor crime, a 
judge would decide.

In present-day Britain, the use of a court 
and trial still happens today. However, 
everyone has the right to a fair trial. This 
means, if a person cannot afford a lawyer, 
the government will pay for one or help to 
pay the cost.



Crime and Punishment
Vocabulary Task

Your Task: Can you match each description with the word, and the picture? Then 
sort them into these categories.

People Crime Punishment

Challenge: Can you add any more crimes and punishments to the table? These can 
be those from Roman times, or any others that you can think of.



Crime and Punishment
Vocabulary Task Answers

People Crime Punishment

Judge Theft Exile

Jury Murder Execution

Witness Arson Pillory

Victim

Court



Changing Punishments

Questions
1. Which of the punishments still happen 

today?

2. Why do you think its different now?

3. Did the Romans have a fair system to 
punish people? Think about the 
difference between whether you were 
a slave or a noble.



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can understand some of the terms used in crime and punishment.

• I can find out about what the Romans believed about crime and punishment.

• I can correctly match some terms used in the British justice system with their 
meanings.

• I can explain some of the terms used in the British justice system.

• I can tell you some ways in which the Roman justice system has left a legacy 
today.

• I can recall some key facts about the types of punishments that the Romans 
would use.




