
  

  

WILF 

WALT 
I can solve one-step problems.  

I can decide if I need to use addition or subtraction.  

I can solve one-step problems and talk about how I did it. 

I can estimate the answer then check whether my answer makes 
sense. 



  

Mystery Number 

• The number has five digits.   
• The thousands digit is number 

of fingers on one hand. 
• The tens digit is the number of 

days in a week. 
• The ones digit is half of 14. 
• The hundreds digit is the first 

number you dial when you 
need to call a fire engine, an 
ambulance or the police.   

• The ten thousands digit is       
2 + 4 + 2 - 7.  

The number is  

15 977 



  

Mystery Number 

• The number has four digits.  
• The thousands digit is the 

same as 18 divided by 2.   
• The hundreds digit is the 

same as 90 divided by 10.   
• The ones digit is the same as    

3  3.  

• The tens digit is the same as 
100 - 91.  

The number is 

9999 



  

All Aboard 
We’re off to Adventure Theme Park. Is everyone aboard the coach? Been to the 

toilet? Remembered their packed lunch?  

What have you got in your 
RUCSAC to help you solve word 

problems on your day visit? 



  

All Aboard 

Read the question. 
What is the important 

information? 

Read 



  

All Aboard 

Understand the 
question. What do you 

need to find out? 

Understand 



  

All Aboard 

Choose the correct 
method of calculation 

and operation(s). 

Choose 



  

All Aboard 

Solve the problem. Make 
sure you follow the steps. 

Solve 



  

All Aboard 

Answer the question. 
What were you meant 

to find out? 

Answer 



  

All Aboard 

Check your answer. Use 
the inverse to check your 

working out. 

Check 



  

All Aboard 
There are 120 children going on the trip to Adventure Theme Park. The teacher 
has counted 86 children so far onto the coaches. How many children are still 

left to board the coach? 

We are going to use RUCSAC to help solve the problem. 



  

All Aboard 
There are 120 children going on the trip to Adventure Theme Park. The teacher 
has counted 86 children so far onto the coaches. How many children are still 

left to board the coach? 

First, we read the question.  

Next, we underline the key parts of the 
text to help us understand the problem.  

After, we need to choose our 
calculation to solve the problem. ‘How 
many left’ is another way of saying 
subtraction. Therefore, we need to 
complete a subtraction calculation.  

Lets find the answer: 

Finally, let’s check the 
answer using the inverse.  

1 2 0 
- 8 6 

3 4 

1 1 0 1 

3 4 
+ 8 6 

2 0 1 
1 1 



  

All Aboard 
The teacher has been very thoughtful and brought a choice of snacks on the 
coach. There are 56 boxes of raisins, 35 apples, 12 pears and 53 nutritious 

snack bars. How many snacks are there altogether? 

First, we read the question.  

Next, we underline the key parts of the 
text to help us understand the problem.  

After, we need to choose our 
calculation to solve the problem. 

‘Altogether’ is another way of saying 
addition. Therefore, we need to 

complete an addition calculation.  

Lets find the answer: 

Finally, let’s check the 
answer using the inverse. 

156 – 53 – 12 – 35 = 56  

1 

5 6 
+ 3 5 

5 6 
1 1 

1 2 
5 3 

+ 
+ 



  

Your turn! 
 Helena completed the 500-metre race in 
170 seconds whilst Peter completed the 

500-metre in 310 seconds. What was the 
difference between the competitors’ time 
taken to complete the 500-metre race? 

Read, Understand, Choose, Solve, Answer, 
Check. 

R U C S A C 



  

Warming Up 
 Helena completed the 500-metre race in 
170 seconds whilst Peter completed the 

500-metre in 310 seconds. What was the 
difference between the competitors’ time 
taken to complete the 500-metre race? 

After understanding the question, we  
are going to calculate the problem. 

Which operation do we need to use  
to solve the problem? 

Difference is another word for subtraction.  



  

Warming Up 
 Helena completed the 500-metre race in 
170 seconds whilst Peter completed the 

500-metre in 310 seconds. What was the 
difference between the competitors’ time 
taken to complete the 500-metre race? 

Next, we are going to solve the problem. 

Which method could we use? 

We could use column addition to  
help solve the problem. 

310 
170 
140 

 

2 1 

- 



  

Warming Up 
 Helena completed the 500-metre race in 
170 seconds whilst Peter completed the 

500-metre in 310 seconds. What was the 
difference between the competitors’ time 
taken to complete the 500-metre race? 

Last of all, we are going to  
check the problem. 

How could we check the answer? 

We could check our calculation is correct 
using the inverse or checking the answer 

using a calculator. 
140 
seconds 

140 + 170 = 310 

The answer must be correct as  
the inverse is correct. 



  

Plenary 

Make your own problem and share 
it with your classmates! 

They have to solve it! 
 

It has to be an addition or 
subtraction problem and include 

the numbers: 
156, 48 


