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Firstly, let's try this palanquin from a chocolate cup. 

Look carefully at the design of the palanquin. What is the bit in the middle where the noble is sitting made out of? What are the two men carrying on their shoulders? How is the seat attached to this? Is there any part of the design we can't see?

It looks like the noble is sitting on a seat made of animal skins. It is wrapped round at both ends on a wooden pole sitting on the carrier's shoulders. There is probably another pole on their other shoulder.
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You'll need some cloth that is flexible like animal skin and some sticks that are nice and straight like the poles.
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How can you get the cloth to wrap around the poles? You may need to cut out a section of cloth to leave four long pieces. 
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Can the cloth wrap, or do you need to tie a knot?
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Try it out – do you need to make any changes?
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Have a look at this covered palanquin on another chocolate cup. How is this different from the one above? What kind of materials do you think it's made from? Can you see the little feet at the bottom – do they link to the canopy? What are the white things sticking out at either end of the palanquin?

This looks like it's made of more rigid material, so probably wood. It still has two poles sticking through the whole thing to allow the carriers to pick it up and put it on their shoulders.
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Gather some objects you might need, like sticks (we've used glue sticks and paintbrushes – you could use lolly sticks and pencils) and card.

Tie one of the long thin sticks to two of the flat sticks. Can you tie the knot over and under both so the sticks stay still?
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How can you get these to stand up?


It needs a platform for someone to sit on. What else does it need?
Designing a transportation device with no wheels
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