
Addition and Subtraction 
Word Problems 

WALT: Solve number problems 
WILF: Make sure I understand the question; Represent the 
problem using number 
sentences, statements or diagrams or a calculation; Decide which 
calculation I need to do to answer the question



Today you will be split into groups to create your own
worded problems

Key words/terms: 
How many more?/How much more?
What is the difference… 
Altogether…
How many left? 

Let’s look at some examples 



Miss Agyemang orders a box of 288 colouring 
pencils for Samos class 

When they arrive there are only 168 pencils in the box. 
How many pencils are missing? 



Miss Agyemang orders a box of 288 colouring 
pencils for Samos class 

When they arrive there are only 168 pencils in the box. 
How many pencils are missing? 

2 8 8 
- 1 6 8

1 2 0



Miss Sandberg buys some designer 
glasses for £150, but loses them at 
the funfair. 

Her new pair of glasses cost £75 
more than her first pair. 

How much does she spend on her 
second pair of glasses?

How much has she spent on 
glasses altogether?



Miss Sandberg buys some designer 
glasses for £150, but loses them at 
the funfair. 

Her new pair of glasses cost £75 
more than her first pair. 

How much does she spend on her 
second pair of glasses?

How much has she spent on 
glasses altogether?

1 5 0
+ 7 5 

2 2 5

1 5 0
+ 2 2 5

3 7 5
Second pair 

First pair 



Ms Woolford has 240 marbles on her bag. Half of them are red, 76 are 
blue and the rest are green. How many green marbles does she have?



Ms Woolford has 240 marbles on her bag. Half of them are red, 76 are 
blue and the rest are green. How many green marbles does she have?

This is a two- step question 

Our total is 240 

First we need to work out how many red marbles she has
Half of 240 = 120

Then we need to add this to the number of blue marbles

To work out the number of green 
marbles, we need to subtract the 
red and blue marbles from the 
total  

1 2 0
+ 7 6 

196

2 4 0
- 1 9 6 

4 4



Now it’s your turn!
• In your groups, you will need to create your own addition and subtraction 

worded problems!

• No more than 4 questions per group 

• Remember to use the key words/ terms

• Can you make them challenging for the rest of the class to answer?

• Nominate someone to type the questions 


